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UNSUNG HEROES, CENTERVILLE UTILITY REPAIRMEN, BRUCE
CRABTREE AND BOB SHARP RESTORING POWER AT 1:30 A.M.
SAT. JUNE 19 AFTER STORM HIT THE TOWN!  SEE PHOTO PG 16   

THIS IS A STOP SIGN AT A 4-WAY INTERSECTION.
A STOP SIGN MEANS YOU MUST COME TO A 

COMPLETE STOP BEFORE PROCEEDING THRU THE
INTERSECTION WHEN THE WAY IS CLEAR.  SEE PG 3

THIS IS A POLICE STOP NEAR A 4-WAY STOP INTERSECTION.
THIS IS WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN WHEN YOU DON’T STOP AT

STOP SIGNS OR OBEY SPEED LIMIT LAWS.  SEE PG 3
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KEEGAN O’BRIEN CAUGHT THIS 31 LB. KING
SALMON FISHING WITH MIKE SCHHONVELD PG 5
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IN THIS ISSUE

Top Left:  I make it a point when I’m driving to
stop at all stop signs and drive the speed limit. It’s
the law! When I’m driving between Centerville
and Richmond Indiana people usually pass me
like I’m sitting still.  Many of them pass me
extremely fast, especially if they have had to fol-
low me for any distance and have no respect for
laws of the road..  When leaving Centerville going
East toward Richmond the speed limit is 30 mph.
Just before you get to the Dollar General the speed
limit raises to 50 mph.  Which many times given

the amount of traffic, school buses, bicycles,
pedestrians walking to and from the Dollar
General Store and the normal amount of traffic on
U.S. 40 obeying the law should be what is on the
drivers mind first and foremost.  (Photo by Ray)
Top Right: On the top right hand photo on the
cover is this same intersection, except in this
photo the Centerville Town Marshall has stopped
a driver. I don’t know what the circumstances
were for this to happen, but in my mind this is
what should happen if a driver violates the rules of
the road. (Photo by Ray) Bottom Left:  There’s a
popular saying, “big lure, big fish.” That’s often the
case, but does that big lure need to be on a big reel?
For king salmon, the answer used to be yes. These
brutes are often caught on “long lines” with more
than 200 feet of line between rod tip and lure  (Photo
by Capt. Mike Schoonveld) Bottom Right: Late
Friday afternoon Sherry told me the weather report
on TV indicated we had a chance for severe storms
and they had also issued a tornado watch for our
area.  It was probably around 7:15 when the wind
really picked up, large hail was also a possibility too.
I told Sherry we better empty the hall closet.  This
photo was after the power went out, here the Towns
only electricians Bruce Crabtree and Bob Sharp
restored the power to the town in the wee hours of
the morning at 1:30 a.m.  (Photo by Ray)

Complete Line of Sandwiches, JoJos,
Fries, Mozarella Sticks, Onion Rings, Etc.

LARGE SELECTION OF ICE CREAM,
SHAKES, SUNDAES, CYCLONES

1116 Main St. Brookville, IN 47012
Est. Oct. 02, 1958

DAIRY COTTAGE RESTAURANT
(765) 647-5451

Home  Of  Flavor  RRich  Fried  Chickenn

MENDENHALL
HARDWARE

125 S. W. 5th Street
Richmond, IN 47374
765-962-4842

DEER
WHISTLES
IN STOCK

LIVE
BAIT

BULK GARDEN SEEDS
LIVE BAIT IN STOCK



Going East the paved Hiking Trail at right ends at Mill Creek
Lane.  Hikers and bikers must continue on the berm of
Crown Creek Blvd to reach Eliason Road at the east end.
Two hikers are walking west on Paved Hiking Path where it
begins  at Mill Creek Lane.  The bike rider is on the south
side berm  riding west toward N. Morton Avenue on Crown
Creek Blvd.  (Photos by Ray Dickerson)
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same intersection, except in this photo the
Centerville Town Marshall has stopped a driver.

I don’t know what the circumstances were for
this to happen, but in my mind this is what should
happen if a driver violates the rules of the road.

In Centerville I know for a fact having been
observing other drivers intentionally not stopping
for stop signs on a scale unimaginable with the
amount of traffic in town and the constant appear-
ance of children, families, elderly and other people
walking, riding bikes, skate boards and running.  

The other night I was getting out of my Van in
front of my house after returning from South Street.
It was around 11:30 p.m when I heard a car which
was coming from the housing addition east of 4th
Street on East School Street.  The driver did not
stop at 4th Street, he or she did not even slow down.
The car passed by my Van, the driver did not slow
down or stop at 3rd Street, 2nd Street, 1st Street nor
Morton Ave.  Their brake lights never came on.  I
thought to myself if anyone had entered any of
those 4-way stops (2-way stop at Morton) someone
could have been injured and possibly killed due to
that persons intentional disrespect for the law. 

There is only one cure that could change this
trend, a better way to catch violators of the Indiana
Driving Code.

We need detectors placed at intervals along the
highway, city streets and at intersections.  The
detectors would monitor drivers actions, especial-
ly vilolations and work the same way that detec-
tors currently are used in some of the bigger cities
that record your license plate and send you the
fine or a summons to appear in court on such and
such a date!  This sound harsh? Then obey the
driving laws from now on where ever you live!

by Ray Dickerson 
The Gad-a-bout

Roaming The Ourdoors

Do You Stop For Stop Signs?
Do you obey the speed limit?

I make it a point when I’m driving to stop at all
stop signs and drive the speed limit. It’s the law! 

When I’m driving between Centerville and
Richmond Indiana people usually pass me like
I’m sitting still.  Many of them pass me extreme-
ly fast, especially if they have had to follow me for
any distance and have no respect for laws of the
road..  When leaving Centerville going East
toward Richmond the speed limit is 30 mph.  Just
before you get to the Dollar 
General the speed limit raises to 50 mph.  Which
many times given the amount of traffic, school
buses, bicycles, pedestrians walking to and from

OBEYING TRAFFIC SIGNS SAVES LIVES

Intersection of West Sycamore and Willow Grove Road  just
north and west of Centerville High and Elementary schools. 

Looking east on Walnut Street from South Morton Avenue.
Caution, Children At Play, No thru trucks & 20 mph signs. 

4-Way Stop Dangerous Intersection at South Morton
Avenue and Walnut Street. 30 Mph Speed Zone.

4-Way Stop Intersection at East School and South Second
Street.  Always be on the lookout for children. 

Beginning of Crown Creek Blvd (left) from N. Morton
Avenue east to Eliason Road.  A Paved Hiking Path (right)
begins from N. Morton Avenue ending at Mill Creek Lane. 

the Dollar General Store and the normal amount
of traffic on U.S. 40 obeying the law should be
what is on the drivers mind first and foremost.

Today more then anytime before with the
amount of traffic we are experiencing daily on the
main roads it is extremely important to pay more
attention to driving safely and to follow the rules
of the road to the letter.

On my cover the top left hand photo is the 4-
way stop at the intersection of East School Street
and South Third Street.  This is a very heavily
traveled intersection, especially during the school
year, prior to 8 a.m. when school begins and prior
to 3 p.m. when school lets out.  Especially on East
South and West South Street with school kids
leaving school and walking home.  The speed
limit is 20 mph on this street as it should be, the
normal speed limit for in town driving.

On the top right hand photo on the cover is this

All intersecitons are dangerous in a town if the a large per-
centage of the drivers don’t stop for stop signs and dis-
obey speed zones.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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do not want to be the guy with a hook in his chin.
I have been there, not cool. The limit is 12 white
bass per person so be careful with your count you
can easily catch 12 in 12 casts. There is no mini-
mum size limit on them, but you're only allowed
to keep 1 over 17 inches.

As far as walleye goes, if you’re a troller snow's
your time. Have you ever heard a fly fisherman in
a stream say you have to match the hatch? Well
this is true in the lake also. Most of the year so far,
the walleye has been targeting bugs, worms, larva,
and crawdads. But now there’s a new food in the
lake, something that tastes like candy to a walleye
and they are everywhere. There are so many shad
in the lake in July it can be hard to get a bite. So,
you have to improve your odds. One of the ways
to do this is by trolling. You will need to be able to
troll from about ½ mile an hour to 1 mile an hour
to get a crank bait to work properly. Trolling gives
you the ability to stay in the strike zone and cover
a lot of water. If you’re not a troller, spoons and
blade baits work well also. If your timing is off
you're going home empty handed, but if you’re
doing the right thing in the right spot, the right
way you’re going to catch them. Keep your eyes
on the fish finder, hunt 'em up and hook em up.

Good Luck Tag
If you need more info go to my web site

www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com or stop in at
52 Pik-up Convenience store and tackle just south
of Brookville on State Road us 52. We have a full
line of live bait, tackle and Fried chicken to go.
So, when you ask for chicken liver, be specific.
Lol

52 Pik-up opens at 5am and closes at 10pm 7
days a week

To schedule trips contacted me at
tagnobbe@gmail.com or call my cell 765-265-
3238

I guide fish for walleye, and crappie starting in
mid-April till the end of December 7 days a week
on Brookville lake. We fish out of a 2017 pro V
2075 with a 250 Honda outboard engine. I supply
everything all the way down to cleaning the fish. I
can take 1 – 5 people. The price is according to
how many go $500.00 for 5 people $475.00 for 4
people $425.00 for 3 people $375.00 for 2 people
and $325.00 for 1 person. We start at 7:30 am and
fish till 1:00 pm to schedule trips call my cell 765-
265-3238 or tagnobbe@gmail.com .

Fully Licensed and insured for 24 years now.

by Tag Nobbe
Professional Fishing Guide

So You Wanna Catch
More Fish

Brookville Lake Guide Service
Guide:  Tag Nobbe
Cell:  765-265-3238

Web: brookvillelakeguideservice.com

BROOKVILLE LAKE
GUIDE SERVICE

Fishing Seasons
April - December  Walleye Charter Seasons

April - October  Crappie Charter Season
Mix any of the above in the same day

Contact me for your fishing trip by 
Calling my Cell:  765-265-3238

E-mail:  tagnobbe@gmail.com or
Website: www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com

Fully licensed & insured for 22 years now.

Tag Nobbe
Owner & Guide

6 Hour Trip Rate
(Rates subject to change without notice)

• 1 Person $325.00   
• 2 People $375.00
• 3 People $425.00   
• 4 People $475.00
• 5 People $500.00

A non refundable $50.00
deposit is required for book-
ing.
Cancellations within 48 hours
of your date will be credited
towards a future guide trip.

Fishing Brookville Lake In
July 2021

I would think that all the crawl dads in
Brookville lake are saying it’s about time, woohoo
the shad hatch is here. Well this is what I would be
saying if I were a crawl dad.             

They have been the main food source for a lot
of predator fish for 2 months. Sometime in July
the young of the year shad show up in the lake in
the millions. This is not an edible fish, at least not
for humans, but other fish love them.  They are a
schooling fish that feed the masses. The way they
survive is by deception. When they’re in a tight
bait ball to other fish they look like one big swim-
ming thing instead of 10,000 little things, this is
the deception. Every predator fish swimming in
the lake is trying to feed on them, but the sheer
size is puzzling to them. The shad are spawned on
every shore line in the lake and as soon as they’re
able to swim they move into a bait ball for sur-
vival. At first, they look like little swimming back
bones. As the bait ball gets bigger, they will move
to open water and constantly swim trying to stay
in the ball. The bait ball will move all over the
lake due to them swimming and the current being
made by wind. Sometimes there in deep water and
sometimes they are in shallow water, it seems ran-
dom.

White bass are also a schooling fish, but they
are predator not prey. They know they are being
deceived and they have a plan, and you will see it
in action in July. Somewhere between 8am and
10am on the lake you will see what looks like
piranha’s feeding on the surface.  What this is a
big school of white bass feeding on a big school of
young of the year shad. Their plan of attack is sim-
ple they work as a team to corral the big bait ball
of shad and move them to the surface. Once the
white bass school have them surrounded, they will
rush them all at once at the surface where they
become disorganized and the bait ball comes
apart. Now the white bass can zero in on each
individual shad and feed on them as long as they
can hold them at the surface. This is only accom-
plished with teamwork from both sides.

Walleye feed on shad also, but their tactic is a
little different. What they will do is move up on to

a shallow flat or somewhere where the water is
thin and wait for a 15-foot-high bait ball of shad to
try and squeeze into 10 foot of water. When this
happens the shad that are forced to the outside
edges are picked off 1 at a time.  This all takes
place in shallow water in July, when the lake water
temperature as been 80 degrees plus for a month.
Shad thrive in this hot water, but most predator
fish do not. I believe this is nature’s way of keep-
ing them separated for the most part.

Two big differences in these two feeding styles
is the one you know when it’s happening because
you can see it, but the other one will be just good
timing. I have found over the years that fish feed
better in the morning as it is getting light and, in
the evening, as it is getting dark.

For catching white bass anything white works.
My favorite baits are white rooster tails or white
curly tails. You want something with a little
weight to it for making long casts. Try to stay in
the 1/8-ounce range. You want something that you
can cast a long way, but yet the white bass can still
get it in its mouth. The best method is to keep your
eyes peeled when you’re traveling around fishing
spots on the main lake. Try and look for activity
on the surface. When you see activity on the sur-
face start the big motor up and high tail it over
close to them. Not to close though you will make
them scatter. Ounce your close to the feeding fren-
zy. Just a simple cast and retrieve works the best.
If your buddies catching them and you’re not,
speed your retrieve up or slow it down that is what
you’re doing wrong.

When you’re in this amped up cast and retrieve
situation beware of other people on the boat, you

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT 
WRITING ABOUT THE INDIANA OUTDOORS?

I have been writing about the outdoors since July
1972 when I took the chance to ask Vic Jose who pub-
lished The Graphic Press back then if I wrote some
outdoor articles would he publish them.  I told him I
saw a great need in our area to provide his readers with
information on hunting, fishing and recreation oportu-
nities in The Whitewater Valley.  After some convinc-
ing him he said he would give me a chance with the
understanding he could only put me in every now and
then when he had the space.  I agreed also that I would

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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by Capt. Mike Schoonveld

Fishing Lake Michigan

LITTLE LINE COUNTER
SCORES BIG

There’s a popular saying, “big lure, big fish.”
That’s often the case, but does that big lure need to
be on a big reel? For king salmon, the answer used to
be yes. These brutes are often caught on “long lines”
with more than 200 feet of line between rod tip and
lure and then, when the fish strikes, count on an addi-
tional two or three hundred feet being pulled against
the drag at the beginning of the battle.

On Memorial Day, Keegan Obrien set a “boat
record” for my charter boat when he reeled in a 31
pound king after a long, hard fought battle. The reel he
was using was the smallest reel on my boat.  The reel
was a Shimano Tekota 500A with the line counter
option, spooled with 600 feet of 19 strand trolling wire.  

When braided line was introduced and became pop-
ular with salt water anglers, reel makers adapted. They
quickly developed new models specifically for the
new, skinny line. These braid-crankers were scaled
down in overall size, fitted with relatively massive drag
systems and engineered with super-high gear ratios.
Size, strictly to increase line capacity, was no longer
needed. Six hundred yards of braid will fit on a reel
with only a 200 yard capacity for monofilament.

A reel with a full spool of line may wind on 24
inches of line with each turn of the handle. The same
reel with only a half-filled spool will wind on only
12 inches per handle revolution.

By the same token, a tough fighting fish pulling
line off a reel at 10 feet per second, spins the spool
against the drag mechanism twice as fast with a half-

Shimano's Tekota A series allows anglers to downsize
their reels and expect up-sized performance.   ( Author
Photo)

CONTACT A MEMBER OF 
INDIANA’S NORTH COAST CHARTER ASSOCIATION

WWW.CHARTERFISH.ORG
INDIANA’S FINEST FLEET OF EXPERIENCED CAPTAINS
FOR LAKE MICHIGAN SALMON FISHING IN INDIANA

FISH
LAKE MICHIGAN

This massive king salmon was reeled in using a relatively small, Tekota A reel.
(Author Photo)

filled reel. A drag system which may handle 100
rpms may fail completely at 200.

Reels for the Great Lakes market didn’t adapt.
Though the use of braid (or equally skinny wire line)
increased, almost all braid and wire line guys contin-
ued to use the same reels they formerly spooled with
mono. To make it work, they wound on enough
mono to nearly fill the reel’s spool, then topped off
the spool with braid or wire. The line under the braid
or wire on top was filler used solely to insure a rea-
sonable amount of line was retrieved with each turn
of the handle and to make the drag work efficiently.
That worked, but doing this - braid over mono -
meant the angler was using a heavy, bulky reel for no
good reason.

I don’t know if Shimano’s newly designed Tekota
A models were designed specifically to bridge the
gap between braid and mono, but they do and quite
nicely. Shimano Tekotas (the original model) are, in
the opinion of many, the best Great Lakes trolling
reel ever made. I have Shimano Tekotas on my boat,
I’ve fished with them on other boats and have nary a
complaint about them. So why change?

The change isn’t just cosmetic between the old
and new versions. Available (at this writing) in 500
and 600 sizes with the same line capacity as the
“non-A” Tekota 500 and 600s, that’s where the com-
parison ends. The originals had a gear ratio of 4.2:1.
The “A-Team” has a gear ratio of 6.3:1. (Rough math
comparison, with full spools, the A model winds on
37 inches of line, the original 25 inches with each
handle revolution.)

The drag on the originals maxed out at 18 pounds;
the Tek-As torque down to 24 pounds. The increased
power tells me the drag
will perform better,
smoother and reliably,
however tight it’s set,
however full the spool.

My test reels (Tekota
500As in the line counter
version) performed flaw-
lessly, one spooled with
30-pound braided line,
the other with 40-pound
19-Strand Torpedo Wire.

I normally use Tekota
600s for trolling divers
because the larger spool
diameter gave me an ade-
quate line retrieval per

crank. The higher gear ratio more than made up for
the smaller diameter spool. In use, the smaller, 500A
was noticeably lighter, the drag held nicely against
the pressure on the troll and slipped smoothly when
a big fish hit the lure. I ran each diver, at times, with
200 or more feet of line out. I really appreciated the
high speed retrieve when reeling in just the diver and
lure – no fish – on these longer sets.

Tekota lovers, if you are buying another reel, the
Tekota As are as good or better than the original
Tekotas and the better means you can easily get by
with the smaller 500A if the line capacity suits your
needs. Put one on your boat and one day you may get
to put it to the ultimate test as I did last May. It will
pass the test.

The End
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Sometimes, Fish Do The
Craziest Things

(Find someone who claims to be an expert
fisherman and ask him what he thinks is the
smartest fish. If he points to the big trout mount-
ed on his wall, ask him why it's up there.)

For over 30 years I've fished almost exclusively
with fly rods. When I learned that fly fishing is
considered to be a gentleman's sport that combines
skill with dignity and grace, I sold all my shares in
Bubba's Night Crawler Farms Inc. and began
investing in such things as weight forward floating
line, tippet material and flies with names that
would have a stand-up comedian roaring with
laughter. Now, rather than tell someone I caught a
six inch rainbow on a Wooley Bugger, I explain
that I accidentally stepped on it. There is no digni-
ty in using bait with a name like that.

My son Tony has also taken up the sport and
now handles a fly rod with skills far surpassing
mine.  That is, he is more successful in untangling
a fly from a limb ten feet above his head, and he
can lay a fly on the surface with no more commo-
tion than dropping a small brick. Whereas, I may
be more accurate in presentation (there's a graceful
word), it usually arrives at warp speed and hits the
water like a canoe paddle. This technique works
well during the cicada season since these miniature
B-29's look like they've been shot down when they
blunder onto the surface. I'll be out of luck howev-
er, for the next 17 years.

Recently, Tony and I decided to try our luck on
our favorite trout stream, in spite of the competi-
tion from the aforementioned cicada herd. I'll be
glad when those noisy critters return to the earth
and leave some of the fish a little hungrier. As we
stumbled over slick rocks and boulders to mid-
stream, we noticed schools of large carp moving
aside to let us pass. I explained to Tony that com-
pared to trout, these "bottom grubbing scum suck-
ers" were like break dancers compared to ballet
dancers. "In other words, they ain't got no class," I
said.  

As we worked upstream, we noticed the carp
were working the surface - something I had never
noticed before. I always thought of them as hogs
with their noses buried in a feed trough. Tony tied
on a Humpy Hairwing (how's that for a sophisticat-
ed name) and cast it to one of the surface ripples.
Unfortunately, a huge carp did an un-carp like
thing and rose to the surface and sucked it in like a
bellybutton sucking up lint. With line sizzling off
the reel on his lightweight 7'-6" rod, he yelled,
"What am I supposed to do now?"

"I dun'no. You caught it, so it's your responsibil-
ity.  Just think of it as adopting an ugly kid."

Since a five or six pound carp can pull like a
tank, Tony made little headway for a few minutes.
Finally, he simply lowered his rod tip parallel to
the surface, grabbed the line and yanked. "Darn,"
he said. "That fly cost me $1.75." I couldn't resist
the temptation.  "Just look at it this way. Now,
there's a carp in this stream that's worth $1.75 more
than it was a while ago.

This incident shattered my belief that carp are
the garbage eaters I had always believed. I've never
seen one even remotely interested in a dry fly, but
if we fish that section of the stream again, I'm
going to tie on a cherry bomb with a two minute
fuse.

The next afternoon we decided to fish calmer
waters in Ray's pond, a friend who demands proof
of any fish pulled from the water. In other words,
keep what you catch to avoid over-population.
Since Tony and I practice catch and release, he sel-
dom believes what we tell him we pull from the
pond. On this day he accused us of being common,
ordinary hillbillies who would lie to their mother
about where the still was hidden.

With calm winds and mild temperatures in late
afternoon, we were soon pulling a number of good
sized bluegills and an occasional small bass from
the water. While I worked along the cattails on one
side of the pond, Tony moved to a cove on the
opposite side. At his "Oh Yeah's", I would watch as
his seven foot Diamondback rod bent to another
slab sided ‘gill. Then, his tone changed to, "Holy
(expletive)!"

Having snagged another bluegill, he was play-
ing it in when it suddenly seemed to get a whole lot
bigger and far more aggressive. From the far bank
I watched as he dragged something out of the water
that looked like it had been bypassed on the evolu-
tionary order of things. It seems a lunker bass had
taken a liking to the

‘gill and had proceeded to swallow half of it
down.

Drug half out of the water, I'm sure the bass
must have been re-thinking it's opinion of wimpy
bluegills as a food source. As Tony tried to figure a
way to get around the ‘gil and grab a lip on the bass
and pull it ashore, the lunker barfed up the ‘gill and
flopped back into the water where it swam casual-
ly away. To add insult to injury, the bluegill spit out
the fly and followed the bass. I don't know where
Tony learned all those prime expletives, but he's

by Dan Graves

Misfires & Snags too big to wash his mouth out with soap. When
Ray showed up from all the commotion, Tony told
him about the fish and warned him against letting
his smaller calves water at the pond. Ray left, mut-
tering something about letting retards run free on
his property without proper supervision.  Tony
however, said he won't go back without at least a
.357 as back-up.

do it for free.  I wrote that column for free for quite a
long time until I began commercial screen printing,
then I traded my articles to him for a display ad in his
paper. 

If anyone is reading this article that has a yen to
write about the Indiana Outdoors and has a business, I
am willing to trade an article from you and advertise
your Indiana business in The Gad-a-bout for free.
Several of the current writers appearing in The Gad-a-
bout trade their column for my advertising their busi-
ness.  I will do the same for you.  

If interested in talking about this contact me by e-
mail raythegadabout@gmail.com or call my cell
phone 765-960-5767.  Leave me a voicemail if I don’t
answer.  I will get back to you as soon as I can.

I am interested in just about anything that provides
readers with information on activities about the
Indiana outdoors and some indoors also.

THANK YOU LETTER FROM READER
RICHARD AYERS FATHER OF REBECCA
A short time ago I got a call from Rebecca

White who lives in Sullivan, Indiana inquiring
about The Gad-a-bout newspaper.  She told me her
father, Richard Ayers who also lives in Sullivan
missed reading The Gad-a-bout.  She was inquir-
ing about there not finding it anymore.

I told her that I stopped printing The Gad-a-
bout with the October 2020 issue due mostly
because of the Covid-19 pandemic.  That now it
was only available on my website, www.thegad-
about.com .  She said that her father didn’t have a
computer and that he is 93 year old fisherman and
knife collector.  I told her I had several friends in
Sullivan, did she ever know Bill Beeman or Joe
Trotter who owned Trotter’s sport shop there?
She told me she knew both of them.  

I suggested I could send her father a few of the
last issues in the mail if she wanted me to.  She
said that would be great. I got their address and
thanked her for calling me, she thanked me and we
hung up.  I put several copies in the mail to her
father.  A few days later I got a real nice letter from
Richard Ayers thanking me for sending him the
papers. 

I’ve received quite a few inquiries from readers
who have all of a sudden not been able to find the
paper copy they have found in their areas for 30 

Roaming The Outdoors
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



Roaming The Outdoors

PAGE 7 • THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2021 •   JULY 2021

Before Fulton County 
Entered The Scene

The land that became Indiana was once part of the
state of Virginia. Indiana was part of Illinois County
and was claimed by Virginia from 1778 to 1783,
when it was turned over to the Federal Government.

The Northwest Territory was created in 1787,
which included Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, and
parts of Wisconsin and Minnesota. Revolutionary
War General Arthur St. Clair was appointed Governor
of the Northwest Territory.

After General St. Clair was defeated at the Battle
of the Wabash in 1791, he was appointed Governor of
the Illinois Territory which included Indiana.

General Anthony Wayne defeated the Indians at
the Battle of Fallen Timbers in 1894, and after the
Treaty of Greenville, Ohio, more settlers moved to
Indiana Territory, created in 1800, with General
William Henry Harrison as Governor.  The Indiana
Territory included Illinois.

When Indiana became a state in 1816, there were
18 counties, all in the southern third of the state. The
northern two-thirds of the State was Indian Territory.
The area that is now present-day Fulton County was
part of Carroll County, created on January 7, 1828,
but was transferred to Cass County when it was cre-
ated December 18, 1828. In 1835 Fulton County was
created by an act of the Indiana State Legislature. The
county actually was organized in 1836 and elected its
first officers.

The northern half of Indiana was occupied by the
Sioux Indians, but as the Euro-Americans moved
westward, they pushed the Indian tribes further west.
Thus the Sioux were forced west to the Great Plains
by the Delaware and soon after, the Miami moved
into what became Indiana territory, and finally the
Potawatomi, c. 1750.

When Fulton County was created by act of the
Indiana state legislature in 1835, there were four
Indian reservations in our county: Aubbeenaubbee,
Tiosa, Massac, and Kee-wau-nay. There were only
three townships: Rochester, Richland, and Liberty.

News of Native American
Indians in Indiana

by Shirley Willard
Fulton County Historian, Rochester, Indiana

With the removal of the Potawatomi expected in
1838, five more townships: Henry, Wayne, Union,
Newcastle, and Tippecanoe – name later changed to
Aubbeenaubbee, were added; being carved from the
original three.

The first Europeans to set foot in the area that
became Fulton County were French fur traders.
Possibly the very first was Alexis Coquillard, who
had a contract with the American Fur Company to
trade with Chief Aubbeenaubee in 1820.

However, it is also possible that the first white peo-
ple were missionaries, such as Rev. Isaac McCoy, who
visited Chief Menominee’s village in Marshall County
in 1821. He traveled around Indiana and kept diaries of
his travels, but Fulton County did not yet exist and he
could only name rivers and Indian villages.

No doubt, noted Indians such as Little Turtle and
Tecumseh came through here, but it is not recorded.
We do know that Fort Wayne (built in 1719), Fort
Ouiatenon at Lafayette, and Fort Vincennes were
trading posts, and that means that Indians and traders
traveled between them, which may have brought
them across parts of the future Fulton County.

In 1791 General James Wilkinson routed the
Miamis and destroyed Olde Town on the Eel River
north of Logansport. Some of his soldiers may have
crossed into the future Fulton County.

In August of 1810, Tecumseh and his followers
held a meeting with General William Henry Harrison
on the lawn of the Governor’s house at Vincennes.
Tecumseh wanted the white “invaders” to leave so
that the Indians could have their own state. William
Polke was one of the interpreters at this meeting,
which almost ended in a fight, but Tecumseh with-
drew and came back the next day to talk. Polke later
became Fulton County’s first white settler in 1830,
when he came to survey the Michigan Road. Polke
built the first frame house (the white house now locat-
ed at the Fulton County Historical Society grounds),
established the first village and post office (named
Chippeway in 1832) and was the first postmaster.
Because it was spelled Chippeway, not Chippewa, I
assume that is how they pronounced it.

QUAKERTOWN MARINA
Located on beautiful Brookville Lake at the 

peaceful North end...Quakertown S.R.A.
Liberty, Indiana  Ph:  765-458-6490

www.quakertownmarina.com

BOAT RENTALS
PONTOON BOATS - Weekday

4 Hours 6 Hours
24’ (10 person) $140.00 $190.00
30’ (14 person)     None           $240.00
PONTOON BOATS - Weekend & Holidays

4 Hours 8 Hours
24’ (10 person) $190.00 $290.00
30’ (14 person)     None           $360.00
• Visa or Mastercard deposit required on pontoon rentals
• 24 hr. Cancellation policy
• Plus fuel usage / Over 8 hours - $40.00 per hour
• Rentals are subject to 7% sales tax.

NO SMOKING  •  NO PETS  •  NO GRILLING
LANDAU BOATS  •  MERCURY MOTORS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

years. As much as I would like to have kept the
paper copy going I had to end it due to many rea-
sons.  The only thing I can do is to publish it on
line.  It looks the same, still has several of the
writers who have been in it for many years.  I’m
eighty now I will keep it on line for as long as I’m
able - I still enjoy publishing it.

If you’ve got a Indiana Outdoor article you
would like to have put in it - send it!  See page 6
for more info and my contact info.   

ARKANSAS ALLOWS PUBLIC SCHOOL
HUNTING SAFETY COURSE FOR P.E. CREDIT

OUTDOORS TOMORROW FOUNDATION
HAS CURRICULUM READY TO GO

OTF-Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Partnership
Already in Place Makes ‘Outdoors Adventure’ Lessons

Available Now to All Schools
GoOTF.com

DALLAS – May 12, 2021 – An Arkansas law

passed last month allows all public schools and
school districts in the state to offer hunting safety
courses to grades 5 through 12. Senate Bill 161
allows schools to incorporate the courses into their
physical education, health and safety curriculum.

Outdoors Tomorrow Foundation, the leading
provider of outdoor skill, safety and conservation cur-
riculum to schools nationwide, is already partnered
with the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission to
make its Outdoor Adventures program available in
middle and high schools across the state.

“This great news is made even better as P.E.
teachers or school districts will not need to rein-
vent the wheel and develop a curriculum,” said
OTF Board Chair Ricky Fairchild. “Our Outdoor
Adventures program is available right now to help
engender a love, passion and appreciation of the
outdoors in Arkansas’ youth and to promote hunt-
ing safety.”

The Outdoor Adventures program is a fun,
interactive course where students are taught life-
long skills using an integrated, 34-unit curriculum
comprised of math, science, writing and critical
thinking skills. The 290 detailed lesson plans
cover angler education, archery, hunter education,
boater education, orienteering, survival skills,
camping, outdoor cooking, challenge courses,
backpacking, mountain bike camping, paddle
sports, rock climbing, shooting sports, CPR/first
aid and fauna, flora and wilderness medicine. OA
teachers can pick units specific to their region and
local ecosystems.

“As many schools return to in-person classes,
this offers a new and engaging way to get students
focused after a year of in-home learning,” said
Scot McClure, OTF director of education. “Some
educators return to the classroom needing to
develop entirely new curriculums. Outdoor
Adventures has that curriculum ready to go.”

Founded in 1981 in Dallas, Outdoors
Tomorrow Foundation is a public nonprofit
501(c)(3) organization. For many schools, grant
money offsets the cost of the program, plus OTF
offers matching funds for equipment as new
schools join. Additional grants are available in
Arkansas through the Department of Rural
Services from fine money collected by AGFC
officers. The resulting classes can be taught as a
P.E. course, local elective or with agricultural sci-
ence and wildlife management.  

The Outdoor Adventures education program is
offered in 657 schools in 41 states nationwide
with more than 65,000 students participating each
year and 350,000 program graduates. Each OA
student spends 180 hours learning outdoor educa-
tion per year. The program has totaled 11 million
classroom hours of outdoor education to date.

For press material, visit www.130a.com
Outdoors Tomorrow Foundation

Since 1981, the Outdoors Tomorrow
Foundation (OTF) has made its mission to teach
outdoor education and promote wildlife conserva-
tion through the Outdoor Adventures program,
currently in 643 schools across the country. The
curriculum, impacting more than 285,000 students

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Eugene Fannin (Author) holding the two boards he cut and put together to construct his
Trapper Chair.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)    

Eugene stuck his tomahawk in the wood target next to a playing card he and Travis had
clipped the edges throwing tomahawks at it at another time.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)    

Eugene standing next to wood target with tomahawk and playing card still in it.  (Photo by
Ray Dickerson)  

Portraying A Trapper
Sometime back in the 1990’s I decided I want-

ed to portray a trapper and go to community
events to talk about furs and trappers of long ago.
I went to several events and purchased several
skins.  I also had two deer skins that I had tanned
myself.

by Eugene Fannin

Whitewater Valley
Indian Trails

I set up a lean to type tent and talked to people
young and old.  Most children have not touched a
real beaver or fox pelt.  I also had some tanned
leather so they could feel the leather before it was
made into hand bags and shoes.  

I also dress in buckskins and some native
American attire. The chairs were set out in front of
the lean to.  I also let my visitors sit on the chairs
so they could feel how comfortable they were to
sit on.  

When I built my chairs the lumber was not
expensive, but today lumber cost much more.  The
chairs could be made in the wild from several
trees, and would have been made only when you
would be in camp for long periods of time.

(Instructions on how to build your own Trapper
Chair, see detailed drawing at top of this page)  

I used two eight foot two by ten pieces of lum-
ber to build my two chairs.  (Note -Only buy one
board per trapper chair)  

I cut a slot fifteen and one half inches from the
ground.  The second piece I cut to fit in the slot.
You will need to measure a chair that is comfort-
able to you to get the correct height for you.  

Buy one 2 x 10 board to make one Trapper
Chair.  Cut the board in half.  

Measure the height of one of your kitchen
chairs.  From the ground up to the top of the seat,

(ours are 16 inches). 
I then cut the bottom of the slot at fifteen and

one half inches from the ground.  The slot should
be one and three quarter inches tall and five and
one fourth inches wide.

This will make your seat seventeen inches
above the ground.

Take the second half of the board and measure
up the board thirty two inches and mark it.  

Saw in two inches on each side.
Then rip saw out the two inch cuts.  This will

leave the remaining piece five inches wide.
This will give you one quarter inch clearance

when you insert this piece into the slot to form the
seat.

To make the rounded front of your seat measure
up twelve inches where you made the two inch
cuts on both sides.

Round this portion off with a saber saw.
All that is left to do is to put it together, adjust

the height and sit down. 

(About the authors: Eugene Fannin, his wife,
Gladys and I have been friends for quite some
time.  If I remember correctly we first met back in
the Spring of 1976 when I was publishing the
“Outdoor Gad-a-bout.”  They Wendell and Vicki
Hedges owned  an Archery business at the west

See instructions to build your own trapper chair below. (Drawing by Eugene Fannin)    
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Eugene’s Trapper Chair put together and ready for sitting around a camp fire with other
trappers talking about their trapping experiences.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)    

Eugene sitting comfortably after setting the height in his trapper chair. (Photo by Ray
Dickerson)    

Eugene’s tomahawks he purchased in Friendship, Indiana.  Eugene is an experienced tom-
ahawk thrower, he attends and participates in tomahawk and knife contests.   
edge of Richmond, F & H Archery Shop.  The four
of them attended archery competitions as often as
possible.  I had an article in my June/July 1976
issue.  Back then my first Gad-a-bout was pub-
lished just six times a year.  In the June/July issue
1976 I announced to the readers that Gladys
Fannin at my request wrote her first article of her
new archery column in  that issue.  I ended that
Gad-a-bout with the June/July 1978 issue.  I real-
ized wanting a publication and making it work
took more than just wanting it.

I began the current Gad-a-bout in April 1990.
In 1991 when I held a meeting at Treaty-Line

Pioneer Village looking for volunteers to join me
in an endeavor to put on Frontier Days, The Story
of Miami Chief Little Turtle, William Wells and
Francis Slocum.  Sitting among the group was
Eugene and Gladys Fannin.  We performed that
epic story until 2001.  Eugene portrayed an early
American Trapper and Gladys re-enacted his wife.
She also had a great deal of input in the Francis
Slocum story along with Louise Jennings and sev-
eral other volunteers.

When I decided to begin publishing The Gad-a-
bout again after I cancelled it in October 2020 due
to the Covid-19 virus.  I asked Eugene if he could
write me an article for The Gad-a-bout.  We sat
down and he told me about his interest in the his-

tory of the Whitewater Valley and a map he has
been working on about the Indian Trails here.  His
first article appeared in my March 2021 issue and
was titled Whitewater Valley Indian Trails,  and
was about Drinking Water.

In my April 2021 issue Eugene wrote about The
Mound Builders.

The article in this issue hits the nail on the head
as they say.  Eugene fits into his trapper image like
a glove.

Above is a photo I took at Frontier Days during
the re-enactment of a parley between General
Anthony Wayne (Bill Yarbrough), William Wells
(Eugene Fannin), another Indian Chief (?) and
Miami Chief Little Turtle (Dan Rothrock).

Eugene, Gladys and so many other volunteers
made Frontier Days Re-enactment a huge success.
Of all the things I’ve done throughout my life, it
was the most interesting and enjoyable of all of
them.

Left to Right Bill Yarbrough, Eugene Fannin, ? and Dan Rothrock.  Eugene not only played
the part of William Wells, he also learned the Miami Indian language and sign language too.  

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

develop completely new curriculums. Outdoor
Adventures has that curriculum ready to go.”

Founded in 1981 in Dallas, Outdoors
Tomorrow Foundation is a public nonprofit
501(c)(3) organization. For many schools, grant
money offsets the cost of the program, plus OTF
offers matching funds for equipment as new
schools join. Additional grants are available in
Arkansas through the Department of Rural
Services from fine money collected by AGFC
officers. The resulting classes can be taught as a
P.E. course, local elective or with agricultural sci-
ence and wildlife management.  

The Outdoor Adventures education program is
offered in 657 schools in 41 states nationwide
with more than 65,000 students participating each
year and 350,000 program graduates. Each OA
student spends 180 hours learning outdoor educa-
tion per year. The program has totaled 11 million
classroom hours of outdoor education to date.

For press material, visit www.130a.com
Outdoors Tomorrow Foundation

Since 1981, the Outdoors Tomorrow
Foundation (OTF) has made its mission to teach
outdoor education and promote wildlife conserva-
tion through the Outdoor Adventures program, 
currently in 643 schools across the country. TheScot McClure, OTF director of education. “Some

educators return to the classroom needing to  
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Do you have a child in your life age 7-13 that has a passion for history? YOUR WCHM is excited to host Destination
History: A Journey Through Wayne County, where campers will learn all about the History of Wayne County and Indiana
from the First People of Indiana to WWII.  The camp will be conducted via Zoom July 19th-22nd and will last about 1.5
hours per day.  Our camp will start around 1:00 p.m. every day and could potentially go until 3:30 p.m.

The cost for this summer camp will be $40 dollars for non-members and $35 for members of the museum.  Pricing
includes a camp shirt, supplies for activities, and a certificate for completion of the camp.  Sign-up today by stopping by
the museum at 1150 N A Street, calling the museum at 765-962-5756, or emailing our Education Manager Maggie Smith
at education@wchmuseum.org.  Feel free to email Maggie with any questions, comments, or concerns.

The last day to sign-up for the camp will be Friday July 9th so we can get the t-shirts made in time for camp. 

CALL US TODAY
765-935-3849

• Major engine work
• Cooling system service
• Towing

• Tune-ups
• Brakes
• Transmissions

Courteous, Friendly Service
Questions?  Just Ask!  We’re Here To Help!

Pick up & delivery service available

2 Salisbury Rd., Richmond, IN

CCoommpplleettee  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee
““““WWWWoooorrrrkkkk     aaaatttt     aaaa    pppprrrr iiii cccceeee     tttthhhhaaaattttssss     ffffaaaa iiii rrrr     ffff rrrroooommmm    ppppeeeeooooppppllll eeee     wwwwhhhhoooo    ccccaaaarrrreeee””””

MANUFACTURER OF METAL ROOFING & SIDING • OFFICE: (765) 369-4067 • FAX: (765) 369-4071
E-MAIL:  hatzellbros@comcast.net or Website:  www.hatzellbros.com
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WWee’’ ll ll     TTuurrnn    II tt     IInnttoo    CCaasshh    TTooddaayy!!

A - T & I SERVICE

For all your Agriculture, Lawn & Garden
Automotive, Aluminum & Steel Trailer and 

Service or Parts needs
1414 Wise Road, Cambridge City, IN 47327

PH: 765-478-5917 Website: www.atiservice.com E-mail:  sales@atiservice.com

• Country Clipper
• Honda
• Team Stihl

• Featherlite Trailers
• Diamond C Trailers
• Custom Made 

Hydraulic Lines
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Whitewater Valley
History

by Donna Schroeder
Fayette County Historical Museum

Ole Man River
If you’ve ever been in my neck of the woods,

you probably know about the Whitewater River.
It starts in southern Randolph and Wayne
Counties and flows into the Miami River, a trib-
utary of the mighty Ohio. There is no true white-
water on the river, but it is the fastest flowing in
the state of Indiana. Every time I visit the Ohio
River, it amazes me to think that part of it came
from the Whitewater. 

Now that we have the basics out of the way,
I’ll tell you what I think about when I look at the
river. First of all, it terrifies me. I have an unrea-
sonable fear of being in water. I like to fish, and
I love to watch the river, but I don’t want to be
in the water. I don’t know why I have this pho-
bia, and I’m too old to bother with therapy, so I
am what I am. I have dipped my toes in the
Atlantic and the Pacific, and that’s as far as it
needs to go for me.

On the other hand, I love and respect the river.
There are so many great stories associated with
it. Betty Frazier staked a claim on the banks
(before the land was sold by the government).
When Sheriff Hannah came to penalize her, she
tricked him into crossing at a point where she
knew he and his horse would be submerged.
Betty was a colorful character.

The earthquakes in 1811 changed the course
of the river and made the water splash out of the
banks, according to the history books. That
would have certainly been an event to behold.

Connersville’s first cemetery was close to the
river - too close! When the river began to take
the bodies, the cemetery was moved to higher
ground. 

The river itself was a source of transportation
and a guide for the Native Americans and set-
tlers. It became a source of water for the canal,
and that developed into a path for the railroad. 

As the town grew, it became a center of recre-
ation and remains that today.

One thing has always stood out when I think
of the Whitewater. There is a reminiscence writ-
ten by an early settler about how the mail was
delivered. He describes the stage splashing
through the river, pulled by four horses, and how
the boys would hitch a ride to the post office.
When the river was too high, the mail was taken
to and from the stage by canoe.

That brings me to the point of this piece. I
began to wonder what happened in the years
between the stagecoach and the covered bridge
that vanished years ago. Some research was in
order. 

About 1836, people began to ask about the
possibility of a bridge, with three different peti-
tions being circulated, each proposing a different
location. 

The citizens agreed that a committee should
be appointed to approach the state for funds to
finance a bridge. To make decisions fairly,
another group of men was chosen to make the
final decision on the type of bridge and its loca-
tion. The second group was appointed from
neighboring counties by their governing bod-
ies.. 

The state okayed the funds, and an engineer
was chosen to look at all three locations and
estimate the cost of building at each.
Ultimately, the most expensive location, at the
place where people were in the habit of cross-

ing, was chosen. The estimate was broken into
three sections and included the following
amounts:  $672.00 was allowed for excavation,
$2700.00 for 540 cubic yards of masonry
work,  and $2975.00 for a 175 foot wooden
structure to be 21 feet wide.

There appears to have been a bit of hesitancy
on the part of builders to take on the job, but one
man decided he was up to the task. A newcomer
to the community, a carpenter named Hiram
J.Woodcock, declared he could build the bridge. 

Hiram was a native of Pennsylvania who
brought his family here somewhere around
1837. He had married Sarah “Sally” Stone in
Litchfield, Connecticut, in 1821, and several of
their children were born there. At the time he
agreed to do the work, he was almost forty years
old - not a young man in those days. 

Hiram rented a sawmill near Bunker Hill. (If
you aren’t familiar with the area, that’s at least
five miles from where the bridge was to be
placed.) He planned the bridge, cut the pieces at
the sawmill, constructed some of the parts at the
mill, hauled them to town, and finished the
bridge in 1838. One wag noted that Hiram was
somewhat bent to one side and voiced surprise
that he was able to build a bridge that was level. 

At the same time, the plans for the
Whitewater Canal were also underway. Hiram’s
daughter, Elizabeth, had married a young man
named Gayle Ford. Ford would be remembered
as the captain of the first canal boat to reach
Connersville, so conquering the Whitewater was
a family affair, or so it would seem.

Hiram and his eldest son, Ozias, were in the
lumber business here for many more years. After
an unsuccessful run for county treasurer, Hiram
and Sarah, with their daughter and son in law,
Louisa and Joseph Nichols, moved to Stark
County, Illinois. Sarah died there in 1870, and
Hiram died after 1880.

Hiram’s incredible creation was used for
almost 50 years, having been updated a little in
the 1860s. In 1887, the contract was made with
A. M. Kennedy of Rush County to replace the
old structure. The new Kennedy covered bridge,
one of the longest in the state at 332.5 feet, cost
about $8900.00. Hiram’s bridge was auctioned
off at the courthouse. The winning bid by
Charles Brookbank was $25.00.

The Kennedy bridge was also in use for
almost half a century and was replaced in 1935.
The 1935 bridge was replaced with the current

Original bridge was built by Hiram J. Woodcock for approximately $6,347.00 and completed in 1838.  It was 175 feet long by 21 feet wide.  It stood for almost 50 years.  (Author Photo) 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

“ACROSS FROM COURTHOUSE”

LIBERTY RESTAURANT
7 West Union St., Liberty, IN 47353

765-458-5223

HOURS:
Tues - Sat

6 am to1 pm

Sundays
6 am to 1 pm

Home
Cooked 
Meals

Dine-In
or

Carry-Out
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FAYETTE COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM

200 WEST 5TH STREET, CONNERSVILLE, IN 47331• 765-825-0946

OPEN
10 A.M. 

TIL
3 P.M.

SATURDAYS
&

SUNDAYS

INCLUDES
Pioneer Cabin & Tools

Schools & Organizations
Fayette County Industries
Connersville Built Motor

&
Horse Drawn Vehicles

Genealogy Area
AND MORE

bridge in the early 1990s, although some of the
supports from 1935 were incorporated into the
current bridge. 

The next time you drive across the current
bridge, try to picture the coach, the canoe, the
Woodcock bridge, and the Kennedy bridge,
faithfully serving our county since the begin-
ning.

The Fayette County Historical Museum has a
beautiful scale replica of the Kennedy bridge on
display. The Whitewater Valley Railroad is near-
by and offers a scenic trip along the path of the
canal and river to Metamora. Come visit us
soon!                                                                

Hiram’s covered bridge was used for 50 years, updated in 1860.  It was replaced by A.M Kennedy in 1887.  In 1935 it was replaced by the current bridge you see today.  (Author Photo) 

Replica of 1887 Bridge on display at our Museum of the A.M. Kennedy structure.  It was 332.5 feet long and cost $8900.00.   (Author Photo) 
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Promoting the Hobby
Every time I attend a detector club meeting or

go to an open hunt, I hear someone talking about
how we have to get more kids involved in metal
detecting to keep the hobby going. This is defi-
nitely the truth, but not the whole truth. There is
another side to that coin. A silver side. 

A while back, I received an email from a lady
who read one of my detector stories in a newspa-
per. I always put my contact info at the bottom or
my articles so I can receive comments, pro or con,
about my writing. This lady, named Emily, said
she really liked the detector article she just read
and wondered if I would consider doing an online
talk to her senior church group. This group used to
meet once a month for a “Lunch & Learn”. They
would go to lunch somewhere and then have a
speaker talk on different topics. Since COVID, it
is a “No Lunch, Still Learn”.

She told me that there would be around 20 sen-
iors, ages 60-90, who would join us on the com-
puter on Google Meet. I didn’t know how to do

that, but Emily told me she would teach me. My
wife said she could help also. I agreed to do it.
When the time we scheduled arrived, I had a cou-
ple detectors, a pin pointer, digging knife, and a
few detected items we had found over the 40 years
we had been detecting on the table to show to the
group.

I talked about 40 minutes about how we got
started, places we had been, treasures we had
found, and more. When I was finished, the group
had questions for another 20 minutes. When I
asked, only one or two said they had ever used a
detector. I hoped they had learned something and
were at least interested in the hobby. 

I guess they enjoyed the talk. The asked the
group leader if she could get us to come to their
church and bring some machines and teach them
how to use them. They were on the south side of
Indianapolis and we were an hour north, but I said
we would be glad to come. We signed off and
Emily said she would make all the arrangements
at a time to suit me. 

She contacted me later, and we set the date. I
told her I would have lunch somewhere near to
them before we began and asked if any of her
group would be interested in joining us. She said
probably not, because they had not gone out as a
group since the pandemic started. Before our date
arrived, she let me know that 19 of her group said
they wanted to go to lunch with us. It was their
first time out in over a year. We met at a local
restaurant, and I did some more talking while we
ate. When we finished, we all drove to their
church. 

They had a lot of property, with several old
house sites, a large empty lot, a soccer field, play-
ground, and more. While we unloaded our
machines and gear, I told them the soccer field and
playground were our best spots. Unfortunately,

church school was going on and my two spots
were covered with little kids. I gave quick lessons
on the detectors, pin pointers, and how to dig
properly. We headed for the two old house sites. 

Imagine Susie and I running around, chasing
the 17 seniors who showed up, answering “What
is this sound?” And “Come help me dig this.”
And, “Why am I just digging junk?” After about
two hours of this, some of the group were worn
out and starting to straggle back to the vehicles.
That’s when I had a chance to look around and
saw the kids were gone. 

We had found literally nothing decent. Not a
single coin, toy car, or anything resembling a relic
of any kind. Pull tabs, a bunch of old bottle caps,
and a lot of can slaw was brought to the light of
day. While everyone was taking a break, I wan-
dered over to the soccer field. That was when I
was told there used to be an old concession stand
there. I started swinging my detector. Beep. Beep.
Beep. Beep. Coin. Coin. Coin. Neat car key with
a color Star Wars design on each side. My
machine was still sounding off on nearly every
swing, but I figured I had to go back and tell our
seniors goodbye. 

One of the ladies had a huge bag full of snacks
she had made for us to eat on the way home. There
was enough snacks to eat for three days! All of the
folks thanked us and said what a fun time they
had, asking where could they buy a detector and
what kind to get and other questions. Then the big
one. “Can you come back and do this again next
month?” 

What could we say? I guess we have found
some new converts to our hobby. 

The author can be reached at
eyewrite4u@aol.com.  

With Rich Creason

Outdoors
Author giving lessons on metal detector use. (Photo by Susie Creason).    One of the couples learning to use a detector.  (Author Photo)    

“We are located across the road from Mounds S.R.A. Entrance at Brookville Lake”
E-mail:  boats@parksidemarineandmore.com Website:  parksidemarineandmore.com

CRESTLINER 
BOATS

HARRIS
PONTOONS

7191 FOX RUN RD BROOKVILLE, IN 47012 765-647-4619

SPORTFISH 1950 CRUISER 220

SOLSTICE 220 1850 RAPTOR WT

Stock Inventory
Great Prices!

Buy Today
On the water Tomorrow
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Two gentlemen with their great find. A smashed pop can lid.  (Author Photo)   Besides metal detecting, I was also giving lessons on dowsing. (Author Photo).    

CABINET FACTORIES OUTLET 
OF RICHMOND

SEE US FOR:
• Cabinets By Schrock • Countertops (Granite & Formica) • Sinks & Vanities

• Discount Room Cabinets $69.00 or less • Free Estimates • We Deliver
633 South H Street, Richmond, IN 47374 - 765-966-3875

Hrs:  W-F 10 am-5 pm / Sat 8 am-Noon; Closed Sun-Tues  - Website: cabinetoutletofrichmond.com

We Value Your Trust and Confidence
Mills Funeral Home

Serving the Centerville Area 
405 East Main Street, Centerville, IN 47330

(765) 855-5342

This is a collection of the finds of the day. Mostly trash, but that is part of metal detecting.  (Author Photo)   

We Are Looking for Metal 
Detecting Sites
by Rich Creason

My wife, Susie, and I have been metal detecting
together for over 40 years. We are always looking
for new areas to search. If any of you readers have
an older house, more than 80 years old, we would
like to get permission to detect your yard for coins,
buttons, relics, etc. We also are looking for farm
fields which used to have a house site, cabin,
school, church, etc. on the property where we can
search when the crops are off. If you are interested,
we would be glad to teach you how to use one of
our detectors on your property while we are there. 

We also search for lost rings if you know the
general area where they were lost. Please reply if
we can have permission to metal detect on your
land. Thanks, Rich. 

Call 765-215-3478 or email at
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

curriculum, impacting more than 285,000 students
since it began, is accessed by 60,000 students
annually in 40 states, including archery, shooting,
fishing, camping, first aid, boater safety, hunter
education, outdoor cooking and more. The OTF
also provides grants for equipment, free work-
shops and teacher training and is accredited by
state parks and wildlife commissions from each
state. More info about Outdoors Tomorrow
Foundation, and how to bring the Outdoor
Adventure curriculum to a school near you, go to
gootf.com. 

PATOKA LAKE HOSTS 16TH 
“THUNDER OVER PATOKA” JULY 3

Patoka Lake is hosting its 16th annual
“Thunder over Patoka” fireworks show at its
beach on July 3 at 10 p.m. For campers staying in
the modern campground, the show can be seen
from the section C viewing area in the 300 loop.

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Beach concessions will be open and available for
all food and refreshment needs.

WITZ-FM 104.7 will broadcast themed music
during the event and will also stream the music at
witzamfm.com and on their iPhone and Android
app.

The entrance fee of $7 per vehicle for Indiana
residents and $9 for out-of-state residents is
required for the Newton-Stewart State Recreation
Area, located north of Wickliffe on State
Road164. For more information regarding this
program or other interpretive events, call the
Nature Center at 812-685-2447.

Patoka Lake (on.IN.gov/patokalake) is at
3084 N. Dillard Road, Birdseye, IN 47513.

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Why Cook Tonight, When We’ll Deliver It right?

201 NORTH MAIN STREET - LIBERTY, IN 47353

DINE IN
CARRY OUT
DELIVERY

(765) 458-5775
Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 10:00 am - 9:00 pm

Friday & Saturday 10:00 am - 10:00 pm
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$2.00 OFF ANY 16 INCH PIZZA
Woodruff’s

Supermarket
Full Service Meat Department

Produce, Dairy, Groceries & General Merchandise
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 6 am - 9 pm / Sunday 6 am - 7 pm
BAKERY - DELI - IN STORE PHARMACY

Donuts, Cakes, Cookies, Pies, & Rotisserie Chicken

“Get Everything You Need At One Handy Location”

Call Us At 765-458-6213
www.woodruffsupermarket.com

10 South Main St., Liberty, IN

MIGHTY MUFFLER
BRAKES • SHOCKS • TIRES

Complete Automotive 
Repair

“No Muff . . . Too Tuff!”
1440 N.W. 5th St., Richmond, IN

Darin Doner, Owner
765-966-6833

www.riggle-waltermann.com

THE OLD CLOCK SHOP

Clock Sales & Repair / New & Old Clocks
We Sell New & Rebuilt Cuckoo Clocks

Trade In’s are Also Welcome
320 South Ash Street

Centerville, Indiana 47330
(765) 855-5511

E-mail:  yeoldclockshop@yahoo.com
BILL SENTERS & LARRY HENSLEY

War souvenirs
See Miles or Sharrie

216 South 8th Street, Richmond, IN 47374
Bus. (765) 966-0417

1-800-686-2769
hhq313arty@frontier.com

GLOVES-WOOL-
BLANKETS-
PINS-PATCHES-
BOOKS-BELTS-
KNIVES-
INCENSE-
AND LOTS MORE

POWERFUL STORM DARKENS THE
TOWN OF CENTERVILLE JUNE 19TH

Centerville Utility Electricians Bob Sharp and Bruce Crabtree standing next to their truck parked in our west neighbor’s
drive- way on Monday, June 21, 2021 after they repaired a wire on her roof.  Earlier that day they restored the electric
power on our neighbor’s pole on the east side of our house that was damaged during Friday’ storm.  After the storm
roared through Centerville Friday evening these two electricians worked into the wee hours of Saturday morning behind
Dave Harveys’ home where a fuse at the top of the power pole behind his house was damaged.  They finished repairing
it at 1:15 a.m., fifteen minutes later at 1:30 a.m. the TV and my lamp light came on.  About that same time the air condi-
tioner came on too.  See photo on cover in the bottom right corner, I took that night photo while Bob and Bruce were still
working on the pole fuse from quite a distance away.  I couldn’t get any closer to where they were working,  I had just got
out of bed at 1 a.m. when I noticed their light at the top of the pole, grabbed my camera to take the photo behind my garage
- oops!!..not fully dressed to wander out in the dark or get closer so to speak!!  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)

UPDATE:  INVESTIGATION COMPLETE
INTO FIRE THAT DESTROYED ELEVEN
BOATS AT PATOKA LAKE (DUBOIS CO)
The investigation conducted by Indiana

Conservation Officers and the Indiana State Fire
Marshal's Office has concluded that the fire at
Hoosier Hills Marina was accidental in nature and
most likely was caused by an electrical malfunc-
tion. The fire did an estimated $2.5 million worth
of damage.  

Release as of February 19, 2021
Indiana Conservation Officers are investigating

a fire that damaged or destroyed twenty-two boats
at Hoosier Hills Marina located at Patoka Lake.

At approximately 8:45 a.m., smoke from a boat
in the “A” dock was observed. The cause of the
fire is still under investigation by the State Fire
Marshalls Office. No injuries were reported.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Matt’s Custom Guns
Hours:  Monday - Friday  9 am - 5 pm (Other hours by appointment)

Guns - Ammunition - Scopes - Accessories
Custom Target & Hunting Rifles - Specialize in Reloading Supplies

Gunsmithing - Muzzleloading Guns & Supplies
Authorized Dealer for Freedom Arms, Dakota 

Arms, Nesika,  Kimber, H-S Precision & 
Dillon Precision

3762 N CR 450 E, Connersville, IN 47331
Ph: 765-825-3418

Email:  mattscustomguns@yahoo.com
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LUDCO’S
FORMERLY LUDCO GUN SHOP

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1972
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE, RELOADING SUPPLIES, MUZZLE LOADING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES

BLACK POWDER RIFLES & HANDGUNS, AIR GUNS, CROSSBOWS & ACCESORIES,
KNIVES, MINOR BOW REPAIRS, SCOPES & MOUNTS, EXTRA GUN MAGAZINES, 

BOW FISHING SUPPLIES, GARRETT & WHITE METAL DETECTORS, PLUS A LOT MORE.
INDIANA DNR LICENSE’S RETAILER

146 W. WASHINGTON ST.             765-468-8136 { SHOP }

PARKER CITY, IN. 47368             765-730-3084 { CELL }

WEBSITE:  www.ludcos.com

10 MILES EAST OF MUNCIE, IN.                    DNR CHECK IN STATION W/ SCALES

Justin    
Double-H • Rocky

Shoe Repair Available

MILROY SHOES
9214 S. State Rd. 3, Milroy, IN 46156
Mon-Thur 8 - 5 / Fri 8 - 6 / Sat 8 - 3 / Closed Sun

(765) 629-2109

••••CCCCrrrreeeewwwwssss    AAAAvvvvaaaaiiii llllaaaabbbblllleeee

••••PPPPoooolllleeee    BBBBaaaarrrrnnnnssss ••••GGGGaaaarrrraaaaggggeeee    DDDDoooooooorrrrssss
••••MMMMeeeettttaaaallll    SSSSaaaalllleeeessss ••VVVViiiinnnnyyyyllll    FFFFeeeennnncccciiiinnnngggg ••••GGGGaaaarrrraaaaggggeeeessss

SSSStttteeeevvvveeee    WWWWaaaagggglllleeeerrrr
55550000    WWWW.... 666655550000    NNNN.... GGGGrrrreeeeeeeennnnssssbbbbuuuurrrrgggg,,,, IIIINNNN

888811112222--666666663333--4444888866663333        CCCCeeeellll llll :::: 888811112222--555522225555--6666222277772222

Fruits & Vegatables
28 Deli Meats

45 Cheeses
Weekly Deli Specials

Daily Sandwich Specials
DS Stoves In Stock Now

Store Hours: 
Mon-Fri 8 am-5:00 pm / Sat 8 am-4:00 pm / Closed Sun

Deli Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-4:30 pm / Sat 8 am-3:30 pm / Closed Sun
8 mi. North of Greensburg or 10 mi. South of Rushville on SR3

Call: 765-629-2604

Troyer’s Country Store & Bakery

This is what Sherry and I saw in our back yard after the Friday evening storm ripped through Centerville.  Late Friday after-
noon Sherry told me the weather report on TV indicated we had a chance for severe storms and they had also issued a
tornado watch for our area.  I had been visiting Eugene Fannin earlier and didn’t get back until late so we didn’t sit down
for supper until around 7 p.m.  It was probably around 7:15 when the wind really picked up, large hail was also a possi-
bility too.  I told Sherry we better empty the hall closet.  The last damaging hail storm I remember was way back in 1965,
it was quarter size and damaged lots of aluminun siding and vehicles.  At around 7:30 still eating my supper, I was sitting
in the front room close to the door, the wind blew a bit harder.  I reached up and opened the door again, it was getting
darker with a lot of debris floating and a few limbs fell from the tree across School Street.  I closed the door and told
Sherry to get in the closet, just in case.  I continued monitoring the situation, the wind increased to its highest peak and
as quick as it began the wind subsided.  I told Sherry she could get out of the closet.  We finished eating our supper.  At
8:15 we went into the back yard to see what kind of damage we had.  This wind did more of its damage higher up on our
tree.  The two larger limbs on the ground fell from the very top of our tree.  It took me a while to find the verticle limbs
that they fell away from.  After the last storm a year or two ago we had Jack Smith come and cut the limbs back to better
protect our tree damaging the neighbors electricity.  I took the photo above on Sunday morning.  As you can see in this
photo my neighbors electric wires are lying on the ground again.  Well one good thing, we didn’t get any hail.  It took me
all day to cut up the larger tree limbs and haul all of them to the front and pile them up as neatly as possible so it would
be easier for the town employees to grind and haul them away.  I’ve already called Jack to come cut this tree completely
down.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)  

During the initial investigation it was deter-
mined that after the fire started efforts were made
by Hoosier Hill Marina staff to put out the fire.
Two boats were moved from the docks, creating a
fire break.

The marina is closed at this time while fire
crews continue to monitor for potential hot spots.
Staff from the marina are working to contact the
affected boat owners.

Responding agencies included the Celestine
Fire Department, Schnellville Fire Department,

Dubois Fire Department, Memorial EMS, Dubois
County Sheriff’s Department, Dubois County

Dispatch Center, Indiana State Police, Army Core
DNR AND PARTNERS INVESTIGATING

SONGBIRD MORTALITIES
Indiana DNR has received reports of sick and

dying songbirds from five counties. DNR is work-
ing with the Indiana Animal Disease Diagnostic
Laboratory (IN ADDL) and the USGS National
Wildlife Health Center to determine the birds’
cause of death.

The five counties are Monroe, Clark, Jefferson,
LaGrange, and Lake.

The affected songbirds showed neurological
signs of illness as well as eye swelling and crusty
discharge.

“Several species are being affected,” said Allisyn-
Marie Gillet, DNR ornithologist, “including blue jay,
American robin, common grackle, Northern cardinal,
European starling, and a few others.

Several samples have been sent to IN ADDL.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16 Gillet said that all bird samples submitted have test-
ed negative for avian influenza and West Nile virus.
Final laboratory diagnostic results are pending.

The following recommendations are good prac-
tice for anyone who experiences sick or dead wild
birds on their property:

• Use the DNR sick/dead wildlife reporting tool
at on.IN.gov/sickwildlife to alert DNR staff.

• Stop feeding birds until the mortality event
has concluded.

• Clean feeders and baths with a 10% bleach
solution.

• Avoid handling birds. If you need to handle
birds, wear disposable gloves.

• When removing dead birds, wear disposable
gloves and place birds and gloves in a sealable
plastic bag to dispose with household trash.

• Keep pets away from sick or dead birds as a
precaution.

Additional information will be shared when
final diagnostic results are received.

To view all DNR news releases, please see
dnr.IN.gov.
ASPHALT RESURFACE PROJECT TO CLOSE 

LANES ON S.R. 252 NEAR BROOKVILLE
FRANKLIN COUNTY, Ind.— Indiana

Department of Transportation contractor Paul H.
Rohe Company plans to begin work on or after
Wednesday, June 23, on a $660,000 asphalt resur-
face project on S.R. 252 in Franklin County. Lane
closures with flagging will be in place east of
Brookville, in addition to local street closures with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Like a
good neighbor

State Farm
is there

www.carlsharp.com

®

CARL SHARP
27 W. Union St.Liberty, IN

458-5574 or 
800-974-5574

State Farm
Insurance Companies
Home Office
Bloomington, Illinois
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Pioneer Restaurant
Brookville, Indiana
(Behind the Courthouse)

765-647-7935
• Full Breakfast Menu (Mon - Sat)

• Daily Lunch Specials
• Open Early, Open Late

(Mon - Sat 7am - ? Sun 12 - 12)
• Ice & Carry-out Available

• Where good food, friends & spirits come together
• Steak, Chicken & Seafood

““GGrreeaatt  WWeeeekkeenndd  BBooaatt  &&  BBiikkee  PPaarrkkiinngg””
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Check Us Out On Facebook

JAY’S MIDLAKE
RESTAURANT/BAIT  SHOP
•Minnows  •Crawlers

•Red Worms  •Wax Worms
•Fish Cleaning Station

Coffee  &  Breakfast  Sandwiches
1908  W.  OLD  101  RD  LIBERTY,  IN

On Your Way To The Fairfield Ramp

LP
GAS

SSttoopp  iinn  ffoorr  UUppddaatteedd  FFiisshhiinngg  RReeppoorrtt
DDiinnee-iinn • CCaarrrrYYoouuTT

PuLLeD PorK • PiZZa • WinGs
HoaGies • sMoKeD CHiCKen saLaD

OPEN  HOURS
MON  -  THURS  7  AM  -  8  PM
Fri  &  Sat.  7  AM  -  10  PM

Sun.  7  AM  -  8  PM

LOUNGE
Thurs 11 am - 9 pm, Fri & Sat 11 am -11 pm,  Sun 11 am - 8 pm

“INDOOR SHOOTING & ARCHERY”
Sales & Training

Indoor Shooting and Archery
Best Prices — New & Used

NRA Law Enforcement Instructors
Register for Classes Online
(317) 462-6290

123 N. State St., Greenfield • www.highsmithguns.com

HIGHSMITH GUNS

BUY    SELL    TRADE
Pistols / Handguns / Rifles / Shotguns
2213 S. Scatterfield Ste. #6, Anderson, IN 46016

Phone: 765-646-9000 / Fax: 765-646-9010
Hrs. T-F 10am-6pm / Sat. 10am-5pm / Closed Sun & Mon

FACE BOOK: 9-GUNS
WEBSITE: www.9-guns.com

E-MAIL: contact@9-guns.com
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temporary signals for curb ramp removal and
replacement between U.S. 52 and the Whitewater
River bridge.

The contract was awarded in early May 2021
and is expected to be complete by mid-September.
Motorists are reminded to slow down, use extra
caution, and drive distraction-free in and near con-
struction zones. All work is weather-dependent
and schedules are subject to change.

Stay Informed
Motorists in Southeast Indiana can monitor

road closures, road conditions, and traffic alerts
any time via:

Facebook: facebook.com/INDOTSoutheast
Twitter: @INDOTSoutheast
CARS 511: indot.carsprogram.org
Mobile App: iTunes App Store and the 
Google Play store for Android

WARBIRD RIDES WEEKEND
JULY 16-18, 2021 AT LUNKEN AIRPORT
Jim Stitt has sent me information on their next

scheduled Warbird Rides Weekend, see flyer on
page 18.  This event will take place July 16-18 at
Lunken Airport.

The Cincinnati Warbirds EAA Squadron 18 is a
501C3 non-profit educational organization found-
ed in 1996 whose mission it to:  Preserve historic
military aircraft; Honor our veterans and current
military for their service and sacrifice; Educate the
public about the role they played in defending our
freedom and building our country; Inspire future
generations to continue the legacy.

The Cincinnati Warbirds organize and sponsor
numerous events including displays of historic war-
birds, trips to airshows and museums, educational
seminars and scholarships, warbird restoration proj-
ects, and other functions of interest to members.

I recomment this event to all my readers.  I’ve
been invited to their events many times.  Visit
their website www.cincinnatiwarbirds.org for
more information.  The Warbirds members are
doing a great service for all Americans by preserv-
ing all the vintage aircraft the American pilots
flew protecting America since the Wright Brothers
built the Wright Flyer. 

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

bridge in the early 1990s, although some of the
supports from 1935 were incorporated into the
current bridge. 

The next time you drive across the current
bridge, try to picture the coach, the canoe, the
Woodcock bridge, and the Kennedy bridge,
faithfully serving our county since the begin-
ning.

The Fayette County Historical Museum has a
beautiful scale replica of the Kennedy bridge on
display. The Whitewater Valley Railroad is near-
by and offers a scenic trip along the path of the
canal and river to Metamora. Come visit us
soon!                                                                

Whitewater Valley History
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
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Link up to us at www.INDIANAOUTFITTERS.com


