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INDIANA
ANDERSON

9 Guns Pg 24
BATESVILLE

French’s Locker LLC Pg 4
BROOKVILLE

52 Pik-up Convenience Store Pg 5
Brookville Lake Guide Svc Pg 5  

Dairy Cottage Pg 7
Pioneer Restaurant Pg 27
BROOKVILLE LAKE AREA

Barton Bay Pg 7
Dave’s Triangle LLC Pg 13

Frames Outdoor Pg 7
Parkside Marine & More Pg 3

Steve’s Marine Pg 11
BUTLERVILLE

Butlerville Grocery Pg 21
CAMBRIDGE CITY

A - T & I Service Pg  14
Fab-Tech AR500 Shooting Targets 23

CENTERVILLE
Mills Funeral Home Pg 13

CONNERSVILLE 
Catamount Trading Company Pg 27

Fayette County Museum Pg 26
Matt’s Custom Guns 18

DEPUTY
Deputy Big Shot Pg 9

DUBLIN
Rihm's Meat Processing Pg 29

FOUNTAIN CITY
Texas Jack’s Lock Stock & Barrel 29

GREENFIELD
Highsmith Guns Pg 4

Jensen’s Pawn & Guns Pg 20
Turkey Shoot Every Sun. Thru March 2019 Pg 30

GREENSBURG
Guns & Tackle, Inc. Pg 4

Schwering Sawmill & Hardwood LLC Pg 25
Tree City Metal Sales Pg 27

HARDY LAKE
Pioneer Village Pg 19

INDIANAPOLIS
Indiana State Police Pg 6

Renfro’s Indy Sport Show 02-15 thru 24 -19 Pg 17
Treasures of the Earth Gem & Jewelry Show Pg 22

www.IndianaOutfitters.com  Pg 27
KNIGHTSTOWN

Knightstown Meats & Catering Pg 25
KOKOMO

Joe’s Beef Jerky Pg 20
Martino’s Italian Villa Pg 20

LAKE MICHIGAN AREA
Brother Nature Charters Pg 11

LAWRENCEBURG
Barlion Fountains & Aeration Systems Pg 27

LIBERTY
Bertch Hardware Pg 24

Carl Sharp State Farm Pg 21
Liberty Restaurant Pg 21

Pizza King Pg 19
Woodruff’s Supermarket Pg 19

LOGANSPORT
Dale Hardy Supplies Pg 15

MARION 
Riverside Sporting Gds Pg 29 

MILROY
Milroy Shoes Pg 25

Tri-County Outdoor Power Equipment Pg 15
Troyers Country Store & Bakery Pg 27

NEW CASTLE
B&C Farm Beef Pork Bison Pg 24

NORTH VERNON
Ebbing Auto Parts Pg 4

J & L Sporting Goods LLC  Pg 2
PORTLAND

1 Shot Sports Pg 21
REDKEY

Hatzell Bros Roofing Pg 9
RICHMOND

Army Navy Store Pg 28
Best Stop Auto Care Pg 8

Cabinet Factories Outlet Pg 12
Davis Transmission  Pg  4
Mendenhall Hardware Pg 4

Merkamp Sales & Service Pg 3
Mighty Muffler 23

Prairie Wolf Gun Repair Pg 23
Riggle-Waltermann Mortuary Pg 28

Tri County Awards Pg 28
Wildfire Motors Pg 12

RIDGEVILLE
Heritage Goodhew Metal Roofg Pg 26

RUSHVILLE

Davis Recovery & Towing Pg 10
Fields’ Outdoor Adventures Pg 32

SALAMONIES LAKE AREA
Bozarth Country Store Pg 14

SCOTTSBURG
C & T Cycles Pg 2

Scotts Ace Hardware Pg 26
SHELBYVILLE

The Gun Den Pg 8
SUMMIT LAKE

Gittin’ Jiggy With It B&T Pg 10
WEBSTER

C & C Webster Store 21
WILLIAMSBURG

J D Farm Supply Pg 18
KENTUCKY

UNION
Knot Marine Pg 16

48 COL. IN.
1 TIME

$7.50 PCI
$360.00
2-11 TIMES 
$6.50 PCI
$312.00
12 TIMES
$5.50 PCI
$264.00

32 COL. IN.
1 TIME

$7.50 PCI
$240.00
2-11 TIMES 
$6.50 PCI
$208.00
12 TIMES
$5.50 PCI
$176.00

24 COL. IN.
1 TIME

$7.50 PCI
$180.00
2-11 TIMES 
$6.50 PCI
$156.00
12 TIMES
$5.50 PCI
$132.00

12 COL. IN.
1 TIME

$7.50 PCI
$90.00
2-11 TIMES 
$6.50 PCI
$78.00
12 TIMES
$5.50 PCI
$66.00

9 COL. IN.
1 TIME

$ 7.50PCI
$67.50
2-11 TIMES 
$6.50 PCI
$58.50
12 TIMES
$5.50 PCI
$49.50

6 COL. IN.
1 TIME

$7.50 PCI
$45.00
2-11 TIMES 
$6.50 PCI
$39.00
12 TIMES
$5.50 PCI
$33.00

8 COL. IN.
1 TIME

$7.50 PCI
$60.00
2-11 TIMES 
$6.50 PCI
$52.00
12 TIMES
$5.50 PCI
$44.00

THE GAD-A-BOUT ADVERTISING RATES
PLEASE NOTE:  EACH DOLLAR AMOUNT BELOW IS PER INSERTION

4 COL. INCH
ONE SIZE
4” X 3.37”

1/15 PAGE
MONOPOLY
CARD SIZE
ONE SIZE
3” X 3.37”

FULL
PAGE
15.75” 

X 
10.37”

1/8 PAGE
ALT. SIZES

3” X 6.88
4” X 5.13
6” X 3.37

1/2 PAGE
ALT. SIZES

7.82” X 10.37”
12” X 6.88”

15.75” x 5.13”

1/3 PAGE
ALT. SIZES

5.25” X 10.37”
7.82” X 6.88”
15.75”  X  3.37”

1/4 PAGE
ALT. SIZES
4” X  10.37”
6” X 6.88”
7.82” X 5.13”

1/10 PAGE
ALT. SIZES

3” X 5.13
4.5” X 3.37

94.5 COL. IN.
1 TIME

$7.50 PCI
$708.75
2-11 TIMES 
$6.50 PCI
$614.25
12 TIMES
$5.50 PCI
$519.75

THE ADVERTISING RATES ABOVE ARE FOR BLACK & WHITE ADS ONLY - FOR COLOR ADS ADD ABOVE RATE

COLOR RATES: 1 SPOT COLOR (ALL SIZES) $10  •  FULL COLOR 6-11 COL
IN $15 / 12-25 COL IN $25 / 26-49 COL IN $35 / 50-94.5 COL IN $50

ADVERTISING NOT ACCEPTED FOR:  ALCOHOL, TOBACCO OR GAMBLING

(812) 752-5466
We Service All Major Brands Of

Motorcycles, UTV’s & ATV’s

From Minor Service 
To Complete Rebuilds

Triton Trailer Authorized Dealer
Many Utility Trailers In Stock

Hwy 31 South in Scottsburg, IN
Just Off I-65

30 Mile North of Louisville
85 Miles South of INDY

E-mail:  xlch1@mw.twcbc.com

J & L
SPORTING GOODS LLC

ARCHERY SUPPLIES / BOWTECH BOWS
3D INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE / TECHNO HUNTING SYS.

MUCK BOOTS / RELOADING SUPPLIES
LONG GUNS / HAND GUNS / AMMO

FISHING TACKLE, SUPPLIES & LIVE BAIT

HUNTING LIGHTS / DAN’S HUNTING CLOTHES
GARMIN TRACKING SYS. / DOG LEADS & COLLARS

Owners: Joel & Linda Willis
HOURS:  Monday thru Saturday 8 am - 6 pm  

Sunday 9 am - 5 pm
.200 N. Highway 3 & 7

North Vernon, IN 47265
Phone: 812-352-7123

Fax: 812-953-5961
E-mail:  jlsportinggoods@yahoo.com



PAGE  3FEBRUARY 2019 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2019

FEBRUARY 2019 • Volume XXVIII • N0. 347 IN THIS ISSUE

I
N
D
I
A
N
A

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTOS

MERKAMP
Sales & Service

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. - Noon

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

Jct. HWY 35 North & 38
Richmond, IN 47374

Top Left:  My good friends Eugene and Gladys
Fannin are working on another project. This time
involving the Indians who lived and traveled in
Indiana.  More importantly here in the Whitewater
Valley in the early 1800’s. See Page 12-13.  (Photo by
Ray Dickerson)   Bottom Left: This past summer,
we signed up for a fishing trip to Big North Lodge,
near Minaki, in northwestern Ontario. Although this
would be our first trip to this resort, I had talked to
Alex Rheault many times at the Renfro Boat, Sport,
and Travel Show in Indianapolis. He has had a dis-
play booth there for many years, and will be there in
February again this year. See Pages 18-19   (Photo by
Rich Creason)  Top Right: I took this photo just as
Kevin Renfro was passing in front of my booth in Tackle
Town.  Riding with him are members of the Indiana
Bass’n Gal’s, whose photo just happens to be on Page16

of this issue.  They were next to me last year in Tackle
Town.  A great bunch of warm hearted gal’s.  They real-
ly livened up the atmosphere, never a dull moment.  I
wish I could be next to them again this year, but I will be
a little bit further away from them.  Don’t miss the Ford
65th Annual Indianapolis Boat, Sport & Travel Show at
the Indiana State Fairgrounds February 15-24, 2019  See
Page 16-17.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)  Bottom
Right:  The Eastern Indiana Geological Society 46th
Annual Spring Gem Show & Sale to be held March 1-
3, 1019 at the Wayne County Fairgrounds in the
Kuhlman Center.  In the photo are several youngsters
panning for gold at last years show.  The 1st Place raf-
fle prize this year is a tall quartz cluster and 2nd prize
is a small one.  See article and photo of quartz cluster
on page 22.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)

SPECIAL FEATURES
Eugene’s Passion is Indian Trails In the Whitewater Valley by Ray Dickerson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 12-13
Tree City Chapter 3081 Quail Forever Youth Pheasant Hunt March 16, 2019 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 15
Ford 65th Annual Indianapolis Boat, Sport & Travel Show at Indiana State Fairgrounds February 15-24, 2019. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 16-17
Eastern Indiana Gem & Geological Society 46th Annual Spring Gem Show March 1-3, 2019 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 22
9 Guns - Where Gun Enthusiasts Gather by Ray Dickerson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 24-25
Catamount Trading Company by Herbert L. Redd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 27
GTE - Get Together 12-19-18 Cracker Barrel Restaurant by Ray Dickerson (GTE 1975 - 1993) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 28-29
REGULAR FEATURED WRITERS
ROAMING THE OUTDOORS Editorial Comment & Opinion

by Ray Dickerson (Mendenhall sells darts & accessories, Indianapolis Sport Show, You are always on thin ice). . . . . Page 4,27 & 30
BROOKVILLE LAKE So You Wanna’ Catch More Fish

by Tag Nobbe (February 2019 fishing in Brookville Lake) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 5
INDIANA STATE POLICE News from the Indiana State Police

by Sgt. John D. Bowling (Comander Promoted to Captain, Trooper Honored for 25 Yrs, Traffic Laws, ISP Still Hiring). . . . .Page 6
INDIANA DNR Indiana Department of Natural Resources News

by PIO Travis Stewart (Getting back to the root of things, Fishing in the frozen, not freezing Becoming Frozen) . . . . . Page 7
OUTDOOR SPECIAL EVENTS Blue River Outdoors

by Steve Dake (Indiana wild pigs (feral pigs) are an invasive species and are a Threat to Domestic Livestock) . . . . . Page 8-9  
OUTDOOR HUMOR: Misfires & Snags

by Dan Graves (Fifty Years Is A Long Time) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 9
OUTDOOR SCENES & VERSE Summit Lake

by Anita McFalls (The Eagle Has Landed, I Mean Nested!) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 10
LAKE MICHIGAN Fishing Lake Michigan

by Mike Schoonveld (Fishing in the Rain Legalized) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 11
INDIANA INDIANS News of Native American Indians in Indiana

by Shirley Willard (Trail of Death Caravan Reaches Kansas) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 13
SALAMONIE RESERVOIR Great Lakes of the Wabash River - Fishing News

by Ryan Pershing (Great Lakes of the Wabash Spring Tackle Sale & Eagle Watch) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 14 
OUTDOORS & TRAVEL Outdoors with Rich Creason

by Rich Creason (Fishing and Hunting Northwestern Ontario) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 18-19
OUTDOORS Indiana Outdoors

by Joe Martino (Go West, young man...but not for GPS hunting apps) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 20-21
CRAPPIE FISHING Indiana Slab Masters

by Jim Raymer (Introducing the Nothead Tackle Elite Series Crappie Trail) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 21
GUN REPAIR Notes from Prairie Wolf Gun Repair

by Marshall Smith (Gunsmithing Update on the Norinco 1911A1). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 23
WHITEWATER VALLEY HISTORY New Adventures In Old Places

by Donna Schroeder  (Can You Hear Me Now?) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 26
 GAD-A-BOUT DEPARTMENTS
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Created in 1990 & Published Monthly 
by Kentucky Colonel Ray Dickerson

Or by the name given to me by Golden Eagle
in 1995 LOKA’DWE ICHUTAKU YUSHEDON’
Translated “Man who gets things done!”

105 East South Street, Centerville, IN 47330
TO CONTACT THE GAD-A-BOUT

Cell:  765-960-5767 Office:  765-855-3857
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT
CALL RAY’S CELL:  765-960-5767

Website: www.thegadabout.com 
**E-Mail: raythegadabout@gmail.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/thegadabout

COPYRIGHT BY GADCOE 2018

DISCLAIMER:  The ideas and opinions ex-
pressed by the writers appearing in The Gad-a-
bout are not necessarily the same as the pub-
lishers.

“We are located across the road from Mounds S.R.A. Entrance at Brookville Lake”
E-mail:  boats@parksidemarineandmore.com Website:  parksidemarineandmore.com

CRESTLINER 
BOATS

HARRIS
PONTOONS

7191 FOX RUN RD BROOKVILLE, IN 47012 765-647-4619

SPORTFISH 1950

1850 RAPTOR WT

CRUISER 220

SOLSTICE 220 

COME SEE US AT THE 2019
INDIANAPOLIS BOAT, SPORT &

TRAVEL SHOW FEB 15-24, 2019 AT
THE INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS

22001199
BBOOAATT    SSHHOOWW    SSPPEEEECCIIAALLSS
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by Ray Dickerson 
The Gad-a-bout

Roaming The Outdoors

MENDENHALL HARDWARE IN RICHMOND,
INDIANA SELLS DARTS & ACCESSORIES 
John and Kyle Mendenhall, owners of

Mendenhall Hardware located at 125 South West 5th
Street in Richmond, Indiana sells a Full Line of Dart
Sets, Accessories, Cases, Full Flight Shafts, Flights
and much more.

When I was stationed in England compliments of
the U.S. Air Force 1960-63, one of our most serious
endeavors was to play darts on base and in local ven-
ues in every town we we visited.

I asked Kyle about some of the finer points of
playing darts, it has been a long time since I played
them and couldn’t remember the rules.  He brought

me up to date.  I was amazed to find out that darts
was so popular today and was played everywhere in
the United States.  Take note, if you are a League dart
thrower check out Mendenhall’s darts too.  You may
find what you’ve been looking for right here in
Richmond, Indiana.

I have two dart boards here in my office, but no
darts.  I used to have quite a few, but over time they
disappeared.  I’m going to get me a set at
Mendenhall’s just as soon as I get this paper sent to
the printer.  I really enjoyed playing them in
England.

Stop by Mendenhall’s and buy some Darts and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 27

Top Left Photo:  Kyle Mendenhall is holding one of  the many styles of Darts they sell.  Top Right Photo is a photo I took of
a dart board at 9 Guns in Anderson, Indiana.  I was surprised to see it there.  But I’m told by Kyle and one of his employees
that the game of darts is very popular in Richmond Indiana.  You can play them at dozens of locations here.  The Bottom
Photo illustrates the many different styles of Darts that are for sale at Mendenhalls.  Kyle is an avid player of Darts, he tells
me Richmond may be the capitol of dart playing in Indiana.  (Author Photos)  

Mendenhall

125 S. W. 5th Street
Richmond, IN 47374

765-962-4842

ATTN: LEAGUE DART THROWERS
Full Line Dart Sets, Accessories, Cases,
Fit Flight Shafts, Flights and Much More!

CASE
KNIVES

“INDOOR SHOOTING & ARCHERY”
Sales & Training

Indoor Shooting and Archery
Best Prices — New & Used

NRA Law Enforcement Instructors
Register for Classes Online
(317) 462-6290

123 N. State St., Greenfield • www.highsmithguns.com

HIGHSMITH GUNS

Your Local Full Service Butcher Shop

French’s Locker LLC
106 Sycamore Street
Batesville, in 47006

(812) 934-2902
WWW.FRENCHSLOCKER.COM

BBeeeeff,,  PPoorrkk,,  SShheeeepp,,  GGooaatt  &&  DDeeeerr  PPrroocceessssiinngg
LLooccaallllyy  GGrroowwnn  11//44,,  11//22  oorr  WWhhoollee  BBeeeeff

AAvvaaiillaabbllee  11//22  oorr  WWhhoollee  PPoorrkk

SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA’S
LARGEST GUN TRADER!

MIKE MENTZ

812-663-2030

• CASE KNIVES          

• LARGE SELECTION OF CONCEAL 

CARRY GUNS

• TRAP GUNS - 17 HMR RIFLES

• RELOADING COMPONENTS

• HUNTING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES

• NITE LITES 

“SPECIAL ORDERS & LAYAWAYS”

Hours:  Tues. thru Sat. 10 am - 6 pm / Closed Sun. & Mon.

INDIANA’S LARGEST HENRY RIFLES DEALER

www.gunsandtacklegreensburg.com
1207 NORTH LINCOLN STREET, GREENSBURG, INDIANA 47240

Quality Parts with “Experience”
www.ebbingautoparts.com

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Friday (E.S.T.)
6090 West U.S. Highway 50

North Vernon, IN 47265

812-346-1323
Fax:  812-346-8259

sales@ebbingautoparts.com

Randy Davis
Owner

DAVIS
TRANSMISSION

765-962-9744
705  North  West  5th  St.

Richmond,  IN  47374

Mendenhall True Value Hardware Store is located at 125
South West 5th Street in Richmond, Indiana.  Owned and
operated by John and Kyle Mendenhall.  They are located on
the North East Corner of U.S. 40 and South West 5th St.  Tell
them you read about them in The Gad-a-bout.



your bait to look like is a dying bait fish.
If you’re a trout guy look down the river from the

stilling basin towards the SR 101 bridge and beyond.
In the summer the water in the river is colder closer
to the dam, and in the winter the water is colder fur-
ther from the dam.  From the dam to SR 252 bridge
the water is swift but shallow.  From SR 252 to US
52 bridge the water is deep and calm.  This entire
stretch of river can be fished all winter with just a
pair of neoprene waders, but please be mindful at
times you’re walking all over peoples’ private prop-
erty.  You can fish it with a fly rod or spinning tack-
le it’s your choice. You can use live bait or dry flies
it’s still strictly up to you.  Another thing to remem-
ber to trout fish you must have a trout stamp along
with a fishing license.  You can fish for trout all win-
ter, you just can’t keep any trout from December 31st
till the last Saturday in April of the following year. 

Farm ponds are another great place to fish espe-
cially when they are frozen.  The first thing you are
going to need is permission from the person that
owns the pond.

Now this pond could be in a farmer’s field, some-
bodies’ yard, or perhaps on a golf course.   Either
way they are privately owned, so permission is a
must.  Most of all these ponds are stocked with Blue
gill, bass, crappie, and catfish and they can all be
caught through the ice.  What you’ll need is an ice
auger, ice fishing poles and some bait.  Most gener-
ally people will use small crappie minnows or wax
worms.  For me I like the thickness of the ice to be at
least 4 inches thick minimum, but thicker is better.  I
always drill a few test holes close to shore in shallow
water.  I have also tied a 20-foot rope to one of my
buddies or to a tree close to the pond just in case.  Ice
fishing can be some of the best fishing you will do,
just be prepared.  Always tell somebody where
you’re going, and when you will be back. 

Last, but not least is the Ohio river.  What you
look for on the Ohio river are creeks dumping into
the river.  Hot water discharges, wing dams and
below the major dams like Markland or Mel dahl
Dam.  When fishing from a boat you can sit out at the
mouths of the creeks and rivers in the Ohio river and
catch sauger fishing straight up and down using
spoons and blade bait, just like you would in
Brookville lake.  In the hot water discharges you can
cast swim baits.  Below the major dams you can cast
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February 2019 fishing in
Brookville Lake 

In this neck of the woods you have options.  You
have Brookville lake, you have the river below the
lake, you have farm ponds, and you also have the
Ohio river.  One of the things you have going against
you though is ice and snow. The lake could be com-
pletely void of any ice and ready to fish, but the ramp
is covered in snow, or it could be the other way
around.  Bonwell Hill, and Fairfield boat ramps are
two main lake boat ramps that can be used in the
winter when the lake is at winter pool.  When fishing
on the lake look for fish deep.  Idle around with your

by Tag Nobbe
Professional Fishing Guide

So You Wanna Catch
More Fish

snowed in or the lake is frozen, look to the stilling
basin below the dam.  This water is being pulled
from the bottom of the lake 125 below the surface.
What this means is that this water will never freeze,
even in the harshest winters. This will be the spot
where fish will congregate in the cold months.  The
stilling basin is just a big deep concrete box.  The
box is tapered at the leading edge and is just a
straight up wall at the lower end.  With the box being
about 30 feet deep it’s a great place to fish with
spoons and blade baits. Just a simple straight up and
down method will also work here.  What your trying

BROOKVILLE LAKE
GUIDE SERVICE

Fishing Seasons
April - December  Walleye Charter Seasons

April - October  Crappie Charter Season
Mix any of the above in the same day

Contact me for your fishing trip by 
Calling my Cell:  765-265-3238

E-mail:  tagnobbe@gmail.com or
Website: www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com

Fully licensed & insured for 17 years now.

Tag Nobbe
Owner & Guide

6 Hour Trip Rate
(Rates subject to change without notice)

• 1 Person $275.00   
• 2 People $325.00
• 3 People $375.00   
• 4 People $450.00

A non refundable $50.00
deposit is required for book-
ing.
Cancellations within 48 hours
of your date will be credited
towards a future guide trip.

Brookville Lake Guide Service
Guide:  Tag Nobbe
Cell:  765-265-3238

Web: brookvillelakeguideservice.com

Nice big winter walleye caught by Mark Ellis from
Indianapolis.  (Author Photo) 

Nice winter small mouth bass caught by Brian O'Connor from  Denver Colorado. One of my
best friends from grade school.   (Author Photo) 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

eyes on your depth finder
looking for fish holding
close to the bottom.
When you find a good-
looking spot stop and fish
it with a simple straight
up and down method.
What your looking for are
fish on the bottom, these
will be your feeding fish.
The perfect scenario is a
huge school of bait fish
suspended over fish
pinned to the bottom. 

In February the lake is
down to winter pool so
the odds of them pulling
water off the lake at this
time of year is low. So, if
you have the itch to fish,
and the boat ramps are
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Pendleton District Commander
Promoted to Captain

Indiana State Police Superintendent Doug Carter
recently announced that Pendleton District Commander
Tony Delello had been promoted to the rank of Captain,
to oversee enforcement operations at the Putnamville,
Indianapolis and Pendleton Districts. Delello had served
as District Lieutenant at Pendleton since May of 2017.

Captain Delello, a Hamilton County native, graduat-
ed from Carmel High School in 1989, then Indiana State
University in 1994 with a Bachelor Degree in Criminal
Justice. He began his career with the Indiana State Police
in 1995, graduating from the academy in December of
that year. He was first assigned to the Lowell District,
then transferred to the Pendleton District in 1997 where
he was assigned to Hancock County as a road trooper.

Delello was promoted to the Central SWAT team in
1997, where he served as a trooper until 2008, when he
was promoted to the rank of Sergeant of the Central
SWAT Team. Delello was then promoted to Lieutenant in
May of 2017 and served as the Pendleton District
Commander until his recent promotion to Captain.
Captain Delello and his family reside in Hancock County.

Pendleton Trooper Honored for
Twenty Five Years of Service

Pendleton – Master Trooper Ron Huff recently
passed the career milestone of 25 years of service dedi-
cated to the citizens of Indiana. Huff, a Tipton native,
graduated from Tipton High School in 1985 and from
I.U. Kokomo in 1993 with a degree in Criminal Justice.

Huff was then hired by the Indiana State Police and
graduated from the Indiana State Police Academy’s 50th
recruit class in December 1993. After graduating from
the State Police Academy, Huff was assigned to the
Pendleton District as a road trooper.

In 1995 Huff transferred to the Peru Post where he
served as a road trooper until he transferred back to the
Pendleton Post in 2000. Huff, who resides with his fam-
ily in Tipton County, continues to serve as a road troop-
er in the Pendleton District working Madison County.

Master Trooper Huff was awarded a framed certifi-
cate and a pin to be worn on his uniform signifying
twenty five years of service.

The Indiana State Police is now accepting applica-
tions for the 79th Recruit Academy. Individuals who
are interested in beginning a rewarding career as an
Indiana State 

More Traffic Laws
Last month we covered some basic traffic laws that

seem to be forgotten or disregarded. One that has gotten
a lot of press in the past year is 9-21-5-9, slow moving
vehicle to travel in right lane. “A vehicle that travels at a
speed less than the established maximum shall travel in
the right lanes to provide for better flow of traffic on the
interstate highways.”  The law goes on for several more
paragraphs, but essentially says, THE LEFT LANE IS
FOR PASSING ONLY, and the right lane is for driving
only-easy concept, right?? 

Evidently not as you continue to see people cruising
along driving in the passing lane on interstates and roads
such as four lane US 40. If you’re in the left lane and
there isn’t a vehicle in the right lane next to you that

by Sergeant John D. Bowling
Public Information/Recruiting Officer

News from the
Indiana State Police

you’re currently passing, then you are violating the law-
period.  Ohio has been trying to get this law for years,
and if you’ve driven over there recently, you know they
definitely need it.  I’ve stopped folks from Ohio in the
past year who seem oblivious to the fact that the left lane
is for passing, the right lane is for driving.

Along those same lines is 9-21-5-7, Motor Vehicles
Driven at Slow Speed Impeding or Blocking Traffic. “A
person may not drive a motor vehicle at a slow speed
that blocks or impedes traffic on a roadway that has not
more than one lane of traffic in each direction; at a slow
speed so that there is three or more vehicles blocked and
cannot pass on the left around the vehicle; Shall give the
right of way to the other vehicles by pulling to the right
of the right lane at the earliest reasonable opportunity
and allowing blocked vehicles to pass.”

This is a big one in the spring and fall, during plant-
ing and harvest.  I’m always for the farmer, but this past
fall I got in a line of 14 vehicles behind a combine on a
state road.  Three times he passed turn lanes to the right,
and once a wide gravel spot, where he could’ve pulled
off to the right and let cars go-but he didn’t. I couldn’t
decide if he needed educated to the law, or a ticket for
not caring.

By the time he pulled off into a field he had more than

16 cars that I could see behind us, that had now been
there for several miles. Most farmers are considerate and
aware of this law, and they do a great job obeying it. This
was a young guy in the combine, and maybe he was just
oblivious? Either way he needed someone to talk to him
about it, or as the professional big truck driver would say,
maybe he needed a “safe driving award” to wake him up!

ISP Still Hiring Through 2/10
The Indiana State Police is still accepting applica-

tions for the 79th Recruit Academy through midnight on
February 10th. Individuals who are interested in begin-
ning a rewarding career as an Indiana State Trooper
must apply online at http://www.in.gov/isp/2368.htm.
This website will provide a detailed synopsis of the
application process as well as information on additional
career opportunities with the Indiana State Police.

Applications must be submitted electronically by
11:59 pm (EST) on Sunday, February 10, 2019.
Applications submitted after the deadline will not be
accepted for the 79th Recruit Academy.

Basic Eligibility Requirements and consideration
factors for an Indiana State Trooper:

ISP IS NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS 
Are You Looking For More Than A Career?

For An On Line Application and 
More Information Visit Our Web Site at

http://www.in.gov/isp/2368.htm

Indiana State Police Tony Delello promoted to Captain to
oversee enforcement operations at the Putnamville,
Indianapolis and Pendleton Districts.  (Author Photo)

Indiana State Police Master Trooper Ron Huff awarded a
framed certificate and pin for recent milestone of 25 years of
service dedicated to the citizens of Indiana.  (Author Photo)
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Complete Line of Sandwiches, JoJos,
Fries, Mozarella Sticks, Onion Rings, Etc.

LARGE SELECTION OF ICE CREAM,
SHAKES, SUNDAES, CYCLONES

1116 Main St. Brookville, IN 47012
Est. Oct. 02, 1958

DAIRY COTTAGE RESTAURANT
(765) 647-5451

Home  Of  Flavor  RRich  Fried  Chickenn

by PIO Travis Stewart

Indiana Department of 
Natural Resource News

Getting Back to the Root of Things
Several years ago I purchased my first hunting

bow. I still remember walking around the Deer and
Turkey Expo during the Boat, Sport and Travel
Show with a mindset of getting a “new” bow. I use
the term “new” because to me it was, but in reality
it was used. I found a booth that sold used bows at
a reasonable price, and found one that was great
for what I wanted, the key is it was within my price
range. I found a PSE compound bow, picked up
some arrows and a release and was ready to prac-
tice for the upcoming deer season. That year, I did-
n’t get that bow out much, but the excitement of
wanting to archery hunt still remained. 

I never did hunt with that PSE bow that year,
and traded it the following year. I ended up with a
Diamond Outlaw. I hunted with that bow for sev-
eral years, harvested my first deer with archery
equipment, and added some others to its belt. Two
seasons ago I traded that bow off and took over a
Mathews DTX from my dad. I was able to harvest
a buck with that bow this past season after an
eventful evening hunt. 

I talk about the different compound bows I have
used or currently hunt with to point out what type
of archery equipment I use. In the long run I am
just starting my hunting adventures with archery
equipment. I would like to transition over tradi-
tional equipment at some point. I’ve talked to
some that hunt with a recurve and picked their
brains some on it. There’s a few other officers that
hunt with a recurve as well that I’ve picked the
brain of. I have a friend that even made his own
Osage bow; working the wood and created a piece
of art that he then hunted with. At some point I
want to utilize a recurve bow, maybe even make
my own. I want to get back to the roots of archery
hunting, and take that traditional aspect into
account. I want to get down to the method part of
archery hunting, but for now I will keep using my
compound bow and practice with it during the off
season and even during season, to ensure that I
have a clean kill. 

Just as mentioned during hunter education

•  1.Must be a United States citizen. 
•  2.Must be at least 21 and less than 40 years of age

when appointed as a police employee. (Appointment
date is December 19, 2019) 

•  3.Must meet a minimum vision standard (correct-
ed or uncorrected) of 20/50 acuity in each eye and 20/50
distant binocular acuity in both eyes. 

•  4.Must possess a valid driver's license to operate an
automobile. 

•  5.Must be willing, if appointed, to reside and serve
anywhere within the State of Indiana as designated by
the Superintendent. 

•  6.Must be a high school graduate as evidenced by
a diploma or general equivalency diploma (GED).

The starting salary for an Indiana State Police
Department Recruit is $1,615.39 bi-weekly during the
academy training. At the completion of academy train-
ing, the starting salary is $48,000.00 a year. Graduates
of the 79th Recruit Academy are offered an excellent
health care plan, which includes medical, dental, vision
and pharmacy coverage for both current and retired
employees, along with their families, until reaching age
65. The Indiana State Police pension program provides
a lifetime pension after 25 years of service.
Additionally, the Indiana State Police Department pro-
vides comprehensive disability coverage and a life
insurance program. Student loan forgiveness programs
are being offered at this time through the following:
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/forgiveness-
cancellation/public-service

Interested applicants can obtain additional informa-
tion about a career as an Indiana State Trooper by visit-
ing https://www.in.gov/isp/3041.htm to find the
recruiter assigned to your area.

courses, the method stage is part of any hunter. A
challenge in hunting is getting back to the roots of
it, whether it be tradition archery equipment com-
pared to compound bow or flint lock muzzleloader
instead of rifle. 

Something else that I have dabbled in is trap-
ping. There is enough information about trapping
to cover a whole article itself. I only mention this
because if you are interested in trapping, the DNR
holds tapper education courses throughout the
state. District 9 holds a few classes a year, and you
only have to go to www.passitonindiana.com to
sign up. 

Fishing in the Frozen, not Freezing
Becoming Frozen

This article is of no shocker to readers of the
Gad-A-Bout, or readers of articles that I have
wrote, but with the time of the year, I still feel the
need to write about it. Temperatures are crazy in
Indiana, hence the old saying about our weather.
Already this year we had 60 degree days in
December and January both. With the warm days
there are cold days to come which means that
waters are going to freeze. Not only are smaller
ponds going to freeze, but larger bodies of water
and creeks/ rivers will freeze also. 

These freezing waters are going to draw fisher-
man wanting to get out. There’s talk that fish
caught over a block of ice taste better than any
other, either way water is a dangerous thing that
can’t be mistaken or taken for granted. The key to
dealing with ice fishing is ensuring that the water
has frozen enough to safely fish. The rule of
thumb, is 4 inches of ice is enough to safely walk
on and fish. Anything less than that can be detri-
mental and dangerous. 

Along with ensuring where you are going to sit
and fish, you need to ensure that the ice is thick
enough on the way to the fishing spot. In order to
do this, check the thickness often. 

Never venture onto ice with moving water
underneath it. Water in this state is never able to
freeze enough to stabilize and thicken. 

Either take or wear a Personal Flotation Device
(PFD) of some sort. 

Purchases ice picks can help recover from a
breakthrough of the ice. These are a few extra
bucks, but again can make a huge difference in life
or death. 

Along with ice picks, ice spikes can help keep
your footing while getting to that “hot” spot. 

There is a short video on the DNR website
describing a few safety tips. It can be found at:
https://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3601.htm. I
encourage those wishing to partake is this “chill”
activity to take a few minutes and watch the video;
if only as a refresher for safety. 

With ice fishing it’s better to fish with a buddy
in case an emergency arises, the buddy can make
contact with emergency personnel. 

As always, Stay Safe Indiana!

Frame’s Outdoor

855 South State Road 101
Liberty, IN 47353

Call: 765-458-7227

• Fishing • Hunting
•Rifles •Shotguns •Gun Safes 

• Camping • Firewood
• Archery Range • Live Bait  
• Western Wear & Gifts

Whitewater State Park 
Brookville Lake

Hunting & Fishing Headquarters
Deer and Turkey Check-In Station

Website:  www.frames-outdoor.com
E-mail:  framesoutdoor@aol.com

PLEASE  SUPPORT  THE
ADVERTISERS  IN  THE  GAD-AA-BBOUT

WITHOUT  THEM  YOU  WON’T  BE
READING  IT  ANYMORE-TTHAT’S  A  FACT!
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Scott Gahimer took this wild hog December 16th while
hunting with his son Masyn in South Central part of the
state.  Photo by Masyn Gahimer)

Indiana wild pigs (feral pigs)
are an invasive species and are
a Threat to Domestic Livestock

This article is about wild pigs in Indiana. The hog
in above picture was taken by Scott Gahimer of
Shelbyville. It was taken Dec. 16 of this year while
deer hunting with his son Masyn. Masyn got a hog 2
years ago with a muzzle loader. It was taken in South
Central part of the state. 

Wild pigs—also called wild hogs, wild boar or
feral pigs—are an invasive species in Indiana. Wild
pigs have either been illegally released or were for-
merly domesticated pigs allowed to become feral.
These animals pose significant threats to both agri-
cultural and ecological health. Wild pigs are mid-
sized hoofed mammals with a long, pointed head,
short legs and a stocky build. They vary in color and
size, but some general characteristics are:

•  The average female weighs 110 pounds; the 
average male weighs 130 pounds.
•  Hair is course and denser than a domestic pig, 
with long bristles.
•  Most are black.
•  Snout is flat and long.

by Steve Dake

Blue River Outdoors

THE GUN DEN

Buy - Sell - Trade
FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR & HUNTING NEEDS

A Large Selection of Kimbers in Stock
ALL LONG GUNS ON SALE

We do special orders and layaways
337 Roosevelt Dr. Shelbyville, IN 46176

(317) 398-3852
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT www.thegundenonline.com

•  Tails are straight, never coiled like that of a 
domesticated pig.
•  Males have four continuously growing tusks 
that are 3-5 inches long.
Wild hogs cannot be imported into Indiana, pos-

sessed in captivity, sold, traded, bartered, leased or
gifted. Wild hogs can cause significant damage to
property, destroy wildlife habitat and can carry dis-
eases that transfer to domestic swine and other ani-
mals. Wild hogs are a threat to native fauna and flora,
specially ground nesting wildlife or young wildlife
such as deer fawns. Wild hogs will also displace deer
from an area, out compete deer/turkey for acorns, and
cause severe damage to food plots and other habitat
improvement efforts. Wild hogs are a major concern
to farmers because they cause extensive damage to
crops, are a source of disease for domestic livestock,
and will prey on young livestock and small animals.
Wild hogs may carry diseases that can infect people.
They also contaminate human food sources and water
supplies. Wild hogs have reaped havoc on residential
lawns, landscaping, rural cemeteries and etc.

Estimating the wild hog population in Indiana is
extremely hard due to their nature and choice of
habitat, but current estimates are now less than 500
due to the success of the USDA/APHIS- Wildlife
Services wild pig removal project funded under the
Farm bill. While the wild hog population is relative-
ly small in Indiana, it has the potential for explosive
growth. Currently there are few regulations on the
hunting of wild hogs in Indiana. No licenses are
required and no bag limits are in place. But, you
must have written permission of the landowner to
hunt hogs on their land, captured wild hogs must be
killed immediately, it’s illegal to release a wild hog,
and no wild hog may be transported alive. In 2015
regulations were modified to stop the use of dogs to
hunt and make abetting or assisting in the release of
wild pigs illegal.

Steven Backs Wildlife Research Biologist of
Indiana Division of Fish and Wildlife has attached a
letter he uses to respond to the many emails, phone
calls, and other inquiries he receive about wild pigs.

While the IDNR receives numerous requests from
hunters wanting information on where they can hunt
feral or wild hogs, no landowners with a wild pig
problem have contacted the IDNR or USDA-Wildlife
Services to request assistance from outside hunters.
Many of these landowners feel quite the opposite and
do not want to legitimize or promote the existence of
wild/feral pigs or any recreation associated with
wild pigs on their property.  

The wild pig problem is being addressed either
directly by the impacted landowners themselves or
by cooperatively working with the USDA/IDNR.  In
2014, Congress approved $20 million dollars over 5

Wild hogs in Indiana.  (Photo Courtesy of IDNR) Farmer’s field where wild hogs have had there way with it..  (Photo Courtesy of IDNR)

CALL US TODAY
765-935-3849

• Major engine work
• Cooling system service
• Towing

• Tune-ups
• Brakes
• Transmissions

Courteous, Friendly Service
Questions?  Just Ask!  We’re Here To Help!

Pick up & delivery service available

2 Salisbury Rd., Richmond, IN

CCoommpplleettee  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee
““““WWWWoooorrrrkkkk     aaaatttt     aaaa    pppprrrr iiii cccceeee     tttthhhhaaaattttssss     ffffaaaa iiii rrrr     ffff rrrroooommmm    ppppeeeeooooppppllll eeee     wwwwhhhhoooo    ccccaaaarrrreeee””””

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE (9)
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years to control and eliminate wild pig populations,
with special emphasis being directed at what are
termed “emerging wild pig populations” in the
Midwest farm belt.  The Congressional support was
re-affirmed in the 2019 Farm Bill.  The USDA has
hired professionally trained technicians in each state
to direct and implement a variety of wild pig popula-
tion control techniques including combinations of
trapping, snaring, helicopter shooting, and selective
night shooting of pigs not effectively eliminated by
other techniques.  

Family of wild hogs.  (Photo Courtesy of IDNR)

MANUFACTURER OF METAL ROOFING & SIDING • OFFICE: (765) 369-4067 • FAX: (765) 369-4071
E-MAIL:  hatzellbros@comcast.net or Website:  www.hatzellbros.com

adamant that the IDNR not encourage or promote
hog hunting opportunities in Indiana.  

The importation of wild hogs across state lines is
a Class D felony with severe penalties.  Possession of
a live wild pig is illegal by Indiana Code 312 IAC 9-
3-18.5.  Wild pigs damage crops and fields of local
landowners, pose a potential disease threat to
domestic livestock, are a serious threat to native
wildlife, plants, and wildlife,  degrade water
resources, and negatively impact other legitimate
sport hunting recreation opportunities.  

Trapping groups of
wild pigs is the most
effective and feasible way
for landowners to control
wild pig numbers on their
property. The removal of
individual pigs by recre-
ational hog hunting is not
as effective as trapping
entire family/social
groups and  hog hunting
is generally counterpro-
ductive to successful
trapping efforts.
Recreational hog hunting
often just shifts the prob-
lem from one neighbor
onto the adjacent neigh-
bor, all the while the pigs
become more secretive
and harder to capture for
removal.  Impacted
landowners are rather

FIFTY YEARS IS A LONG TIME
As the heading says, fifty years is a long time.

During that time I met him on a professional level and
ended up as a fishing buddy. We shared a common
interest in the design and construction of mechanical
things and a passion in seeing which of us could catch
the biggest crappie or the most reluctant bass. Not once
during those years did either of us intentionally lie
about the size of our catch or the number of fish
caught. Admittedly, our judgement of the length of a
fish might have been a little on the plus side, but there
was never any “my fish is bigger than yours”. 

As the years passed, his business, eventually with
the help of his son, grew from a fairly a modest size
to considerably larger as it expanded in other areas.

by Dan Graves

Misfires & Snags But, in spite of the demands of maintaining a
bustling enterprise, he always managed to find time
to wet a line. Being asked to accompany him quite
often, I learned from him how not to use prime
expletives when my line got wrapped in the trolling
motor or hung in a tree fifteen feet above the water.
Always calm, cool, and collected, except when a big
one came off the hook just as he was bringing it
aboard, he was the king of calm.

For the past eleven years since we’ve lived at the
lake, one of his favorite fishing holes, I would get a
call from him saying:

“Daniel! What’re you doin’?”
I knew he was on the water and this was his invi-

tation to join him. Sometimes my work schedule
wouldn’t allow it, but when it did I knew it would be
a few hours of quiet casting, casual and sometimes
not so casual discussions on politics and decisions on
whether or not to seek shelter when rain clouds
rolled in. Occasional bad casts would jerk a hat off a
head and a fall overboard avoided only by blind,
dumb luck. But it was always fun. Here’s to Rollin:

Reflecting on his life, he mused
Had he lived like he knew he ought’er
No answer came, so he hitched his mule
And rode to see ‘ol Potter

A wise old man with aging eyes
Wrinkled brow and silvered head
When he told him why he’d come, he laughed
And winked at him and said
T’aint no worry a’tall

The IDNR has no interest in promoting the exis-
tence of these destructive, invasive, non-native
species or any associated recreational opportunities
that might arise from their occurrence in Indiana.

We will do an article on bobcats next month. Anyone
who has unusual pictures of  wildlife or anything they
would like to share email Steve Dake at
sdake@sbcglobal.net. I will contact you about the pic-
ture.    

With the holidays over and hunting seasons wind-
ing down it’s a good time to give the firearms a good
cleaning and inspection before putting them away. 

We here at The Gun Den we will clean and inspect
it for you to keep it in top working order for next
years hunting season. Prices vary on what needs to
be done to it.  We also do written appraisals for per-
sonal and  insurance  purposes with pictures and
information of the firearm.

The Gun Den has a large selection of firearms in
stock for you to look at or visit our website at the-
gundenonline.com for specials. We also find hard to
get firearms for collectors or just wanting to replace
an old firearm that you had when you was a kid. We
buy or do consignments on large firearms collec-
tions. We have lay-a-ways and soon will have financ-
ing for firearms .

We also do fundraisers for organizations or any rea-
sons to raise funds for the need. Call (317) 398-3852
for more information. We can help you raise hundreds
to thousands of dollars for your group. We are located
at 337 Roosevelt Dr. Shelbyville In. 46176    

Till next month we at The Gun Den would like to
thank everyone for there business and support.           

Grass will grow in springtime
Geese will fly in fall
Life goes on as usual
T’aint no worry a’tall

All things was here before we came
They’ll be here a’ter we go
This old world don’t change a lot
It ages mighty slow

Now you ‘an me on the other hand
Don’t last quite near so long
We ain’t got the time it seems
To right our every wrong

Life is like a field of wheat
It starts off kinda slow
Then rain will fall and sun will shine
An’ things will begin to grow

You tend an’ care an’ fuss an’ weed
Until its time to reap
The field’s done well, it needs to rest
In eternal winter sleep

So don’t you worry ‘bout yore life
You done the best you can
Just leave the rest up to the Lord
He knows, t’aint no perfect man

So long, Rollin. Keep the rods and tackle handy
and when the time comes I expect to hear:

“Daniel! What’re you ‘doin?
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The Eagle Has Landed,
I Mean Nested!

There is a lot of excitement here at Summit
Lake in Henry County these days. We have a pair
of nesting bald eagles!

Many people have already discovered the nest,
and are asking a lot of questions. I decided to write
on this subject  for 2 reasons, #1: first, and fore-
most, for the protection of the eagles, and their
nesting area, and #2: to share some interesting and
informative facts about bald eagles. 

As most people know, the bald eagle has been
the National bird of the US since 1782, and it is
the only eagle unique to North America.

Bald eagles and Golden eagles, as well as their
nest ,eggs, and surrounding area ARE, and HAVE
BEEN protected under federal law since 1918,
with several revisions having been made. 

In the 40’s and 50’s they nearly became extinct
in the lower 48 states. Their decline is blamed on
the development and use of DDT in the 40’s , as
well as lead poisoning, their food sources being
over hunted, and habitat being destroyed. *DDT
was banned in the US in 1972.

Bald eagles were declared endangered in 1967.
Due to  contamination of their food sources, they
began laying eggs with very thin shells, which
caused the population to plummet.  They were
delisted 06/07, and in Indiana in 08. This was due

by Anita McFalls

Outdoor Scenes & Verse

New resident at Summit Lake a soaring Bald Eagle.  (Author Photo) I got a good photo of this Bald Eagle perching in a tree. (Author Photo)

to specific restoration projects throughout the US. 
Indiana’s efforts to restore the bald eagle popu-

lation began when DNR officials collected 73
eaglets from Wisconsin and Alaska, and released
them at Lake Monroe from 1985-1989. About 1/3
survived, and built nests in Indiana. 

Although Indiana eagles have been tracked as
far as New York, they return home to nest, any-
where from 50 to 100 miles or so from where they
were fledged. 

Bald eagles, (name deriving from an old
English word meaning White), typically nest near
forest areas where tall, mature, trees grow near the
open water. Their nests can range from 5-10 feet
in diameter to 2 feet and deeper. They use the
same nest year after year, and it can weigh 1000-
4000 lbs. Typically by February they are on the
nest site, eggs are laid in March,(5-10 days after
mating), and they hatch after the 35 day incuba-
tion period, sometime in April. An eaglet isn’t

they leave the nest at about 12 weeks.  
The male and female bald eagle have the exact

same coloring, but the female is the larger of the
two. She ranges from 10-14 lbs with a wing span
of about 8 feet, and the male weighs about 8-9 lbs,
with a wingspan of 5-7 feet.  They both have dark
bodies and wings, with bright yellow, hooked,
beaks, and yellow legs. Although they both do
their share in building the nest and feeding their
young, the male is better built for the hunt, and
female can better shelter the eaglets from the cold
with her slightly larger body. 

Their preferred diet is fish and small birds, but
they will forage on road kill, or themselves, kill
small prey, such as rabbit, snake, or squirrel. An
eagle’s territory, (range), is approximately 1.2
square miles. Bald eagles fly at a “cruising” speed
of around 40 mph, but can reach 100 mph when
diving for prey. Eagles do not plunge straight
down, but come in at an angle, and amazingly,
they can reach an altitude of 10,000 ft. 

An eagle has 7000-7200  feathers, which they
can manipulate for flying, heat, or cold. When in
flight, they soar on what is called “thermals”,
which make it possible for them to glide long dis-
tances. Mostly, they stretch their wings out flat
and enjoy the ride!

Eagles are amazingly strong creatures, and can
carry a “kill” up to about 4 lbs. An eagle’s talons
grip at 10 times that of a humans grip, or about
400 psi.

Sighting a bald eagle is still a thrill to most of
us. They are such a powerful and majestic bird. 

As they build their family here, or anyplace
else, please allow them the space, respect, and
quiet that they need, and are entitled by law. If you
see someone breaking these laws, please contact
law enforcement so we don’t lose these great birds
to another area. There is so much more informa-
tion on these grand birds, and many places 

Including Mississinewa, and Lake Monroe
actually host Eagle watching outings in the winter.
Happy birding!

Many people have already discovered their nest. (Author
Photo) 

DAVIS TOWING & RECOVERY
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709 West 1st St., Rushville, IN 46173

Website: davistowingandrecovery.com / Email: davistowing@frontier.com

1-800-722-0008

“We can take care of any of your recovery needs”

mature until they reach
4-5 years old, and the
white on their head and
tail does not develop
until then, however,
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(was) that illegal, as the title of this column implies?
The answer is no, but a more complete answer is

almost. I reported on this in a column several years
ago when big government bureaucrats were at their
peak of power at the Environmental Protection
Agency. I don’t want to get overly political about the
mission, agenda and hidden agendas of the EPA or
other government agencies; but at the time I first
wrote about this issue the Feds were adding new reg-
ulations for people, businesses and corporations at a
rate  of  80,000 per year. 

One of their mandates made it illegal to fish in the
rain. Actually, it was okay to wade or fish from the
shore in the rain, but not in a boat. Nor could you water
ski, canoe or for the most part, leave your boat parked
at the dock on a rainy day without getting a special per-
mit and then complying with the paperwork. 

The problem, you see, is what the regulators
called incidental discharge. Once they found out
raindrops falling into a boat were usually bailed out
with coffee cans, pumped out with bilge pumps or
just allowed to run down the deck and drain through
the scuppers into the waters in which the boat was
floating, the EPA regulator teams went into action. 

Their proposal actually wasn’t planned to stop this
incidental discharge. It was to require boaters to get an
EPA permit to allow rain to fall in their boat and then
keep a log of when, where and how much rain fell in or
on the boat and incidentally was discharged overboard
each day. To be fair, the EPAdidn’t single out rain as the
only source of incidentally discharged water. 

Water from a well or municipal water source,
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the incidental discharge provision to their National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System - acronym
NPDES - boating groups (both recreational and com-
mercial) banded together to ask, demand, plead or
otherwise cajole the EPA to back off their new
decree. As bureaucracies usually do, instead of
admitting to creating a stupid or unworkable solu-
tion, they stonewalled, pontificated and only reluc-
tantly granted an exemption to boats under 79 feet in
length - but only for 10 years. After 10 years they
planned to have a new regulation, more sensible and
workable, to address the havoc rain water, live wells
and engine cooling discharge was having on
America’s waterways. 

Of course, they didn’t come up with a new plan in
10 years and the exemption expired. Luckily, when
by the expiration date, the regulators were busy
enforcing thousands of pages of even newer govern-
ment regulations they’d dreamed up and with new
officials at the top of the EPA hierarchy, the EPA
cops weren’t assigned duty at busy marinas on rainy
days to crack down on non-NPDES fishermen. 

Instead, a new legislation called VIDA (Vessel
Incidental Discharge Act) was tacked onto a bill
funding the US Coast Guard which was signed into
law in early December. The new law rescinds the
NPDES requirements permanently for recreational
boats under 79 feet in length. So go ahead and fish on
rainy days without worrying about the EPA cops
cracking down on you. On a rainy day just worrying
about staying dry is enough. 

THE END 

by Capt. Mike Schoonveld

Fishing Lake Michigan

A new bill, recently made law, removes the EPA regulations which tried to make fishing or
boating in the rain a cumbersome process.  (Author Photo)

FISHING IN 
THE RAIN LEGALIZED

Personally, I don’t particularly like fishing in the
rain but if I stayed ashore on all the days with a slight
chance of rain, my days spent fishing would dwindle
significantly. So unless I think it’s positively going to
rain and elect to stay home, I usually just include my
rainy day gear in my duffel and head out anyway. Is

CAPTAIN 
MIKE SCHOONVELD

AFFORDABLE 
LAKE MICHIGAN SALMON

FISHING IN INDIANA
FOR 1 TO 4 PEOPLE

Tackle Furnished, Fish Cleaned
www.brother-nature.com

Brother  Nature  Charters
1-8877-SSALMON-55

which flowed through a
hose and used to wash
down the deck of a boat
and then run into the lake
or stream was incidental
discharge and the hoser
would have to be permit-
ted and log in the time,
place and amount of
water used to clean up the
boat. A fisherperson
would also have been
required to keep tabs on
the amount of water
pumped out of the lake to
fill the livewell in his or
her fishing boat if that
water recirculated back
into the lake. A jet ski
owner would have need-
ed to fill in the blanks and
mail in their daily inci-
dental discharge report
logging the amount of
water the motor in their
jet ski pumped out of the
water, through the cool-
ing system of the engine
and then squirted back
into the lake. 

When the EPA added

1156  WEST  DUNLAPSVILLE  ROAD.,  LIBERTY,  IN
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Eugene Fannin holding a Wayne County map with Indian Mounds located on it.  Notice
the mound locations when a line is drawn between them forms the Big Dipper.  Hmmm.   

Eugene’s Passion is Indian Trails
In the Whitewater Valley

by Ray Dickerson
(Loka’Dwe Ichutaku Yushedon’)

I first met Eugene and Gladys Fannin in the fall of
1976, they had recently opened the F & H Archery
Shop in Richmond, Indiana.  At the time they already
had 15 years of combined archery experience.  In my
October/November Outdoor Gad-a-bout (a publica-
tion I was publishing at the time).  Eugene appeared
on the cover of that issue.  Gladys wrote a feature
article in that issue about a National Archery
Tournament she and Eugene attended in Aurora, IL.

In my July 20 thru August 16, 1991 Gad-a-bout
column I wrote, “Volunteers Wanted.”  “I am
embarked on a great adventure and I would like to
take you with me.  I have researched the Indiana/Ohio
frontier for the years 1791 thru 1812 (not including the
war of 1812).  On September 1 & 2, 1991 I am going
to attempt to re-enact that adventurous time at the
Treaty-Line Pioneer Village.  What I need you for is to
portray the people who lived  during that time, includ-
ing settlers, frontiersmen, soldiers and Indians.  We
are having our first meeting at Treaty-Line Pioneer
Village on Sunsay, July 21, 1991 at 1 p.m.”

Twelve people attended the meeting including

CABINET FACTORIES OUTLET 
OF RICHMOND

SEE US FOR:
• Cabinets By Schrock • Countertops (Granite & Formica) • Sinks & Vanities

• Discount Room Cabinets $69.00 or less • Free Estimates • We Deliver
633 South H Street, Richmond, IN 47374 - 765-966-3875

Hrs:  T-F 8 am-5 pm / Sat 8 am-12 pm / Closed Sun & Mon - Website: cabinetoutletofrichmond.com

Eugene, Gladys and I met at the Wayne County Museum on Dec. 27, 2018.  Eugene
wanted me to see his Trace & Trails informaiton on display there.  (Author Photos)

Eugene Fannin that day
From that meeting Frontier Days grew and

Eugene Fannin, his wife Gladys and others became a
group of dedicated individuals who became more
involved in life from 1784 thru 1812, the life span of
Miami Chief Little Turtle.

On Labor Day weekend in 2001 Frontier Days
ended.  True to form Eugene, Gladys and many other
volunteers remained with me until the end. 

In the years that have passed our friendship has
endured the passage of time.  Our paths have crossed
many times at the many festivals and chance meetings.

Eugene called me a few weeks ago concerning a
Copy Righted booklet he has written entitled “Indian
Trails in the Whitewater Valley.” and a map of the
same.

We first met on Thursday, December 27th at the
Wayne County Museum.  That was when I took the
photos at the top of this page.

To understand the map the trail lines indicate the
trail followed the river or creek.  Terrain, water
(springs), would determine which side of the stream
the trail actually ran.  Information collected from his-
torical documents, newspaper articles, original sur-
vey notes.

Eugene probably knows more about Indian Trails,
Traces and Mounds then most experts on the subject,
not only in the Whitewater Valley, but extending into
states bordering Indiana. 

In the photo above on the left side at the top of the
page is a map of the Traces and Trails he has studied
up till now in Wayne County, Indiana.  Just today he
was telling me about new trails he’s discovered on
how the Hoover family and others traveled from afar,
ending up in our neck of the woods.  Eugene lives and
breathes extending his knowledge on this subject.

The map on the right behind Eugene illustrates
how the Quakers and Bretheren settlers traveled
from the east coast to Indiana.

He has had several revelations just recently of
newly discovered trails and traces, that he didn’t
know of before and he’s been able to connect the
dots so to speak.  One was the “east-west connector
trail” opening up an understanding how settlers trav-
eled more easily from the east to Wayne County.  He
knows of several east-west trails that link the east to
the Whitewater Valley. 

Eugene’s trek is now centered on working with
area libraries getting the map and his booklet   placed
in them.  He’s hoping the knowledge he has devel-

oped will encourage school kids to become more
interested in the Indian Trails, Traces and Mounds.
He hopes if he plants the seeds the kids will reap the
rewards of learning about how we became who we
are today from a primitive past.

I met him Wednesday, January 9, 2019 in the
Centerville Library where he has already placed his
map and booklet there.

Here’s an interesting point.
Say you wanted to go to Vincennes via Indian

trails, traces, buffalo traces, etc in the early, early
1800’s about the time settlers were arriving here in
the Whitewater Valley.  

On his map, Eugene shows me a trail that heads
up toward New Castle, you have to take this trail all
the way to Anderson where you would connect with
the White River trail and follow it to Vincennes.  I
said, wait a minute, it would be easier to go this way
a more direct route to Vincennes.

Eugene points out, we’re talking about the early
1800’s, there wasn’t any maps, there wasn’t any
trails nor traces known to the settlers back then.  Men
like John Conner who had a Trading Post near Big
Cedar creek south of Brookville in 1803.  From there
John Conner moved his trading post to Brookville in
1805.  Not finished, in 1808 he blazed a trail moving
his Trading Post to where Connersville is now. Back
then it was mostly swamp.  There is a shop, the Glass
House at the corner of East Vine and Eastern Avenue
in Connersville today that is believed to be the spot
where John Conner had his Trading Post.  

Hence the name Connersville was named after
John Conner.

Can you imagine being an early farmer and hav-
ing to go to Vincennes, which was a major point of
entry in the Indiana Territory.  Comodity goods trav-
eled up the Mississippi to the Ohio to the Wabash
river to Fort Knox in Vincennes.  Look at a map
today, walking or riding a horse leading a pack horse
from Centerville north to Anderson, then traveling
along the White River south to Vincennes.  Then
heading back north to Anderson and south to
Centerville.  A distance of approximately 320 miles!
That’s a far distance even by today’s standards in a
vehicle, let alone riding a horse leading a pack horse.
The settlers and trading posts near the Ohio River
could reach Vincennes via the Ohio River to the
Wabash River, but that still was quite a trip.  Add to

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Eugene Fannin 
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News of Native American
Indians in Indiana

by Shirley Willard
Fulton County Historian, Rochester, Indiana

Trail of Death Caravan 
Reaches Kansas

Sept. 22, 2018, the last day of our journey,
found us in western Missouri. We followed the
Trail of Death route through Grandview, south of
Kansas City. The Trail of Death marker is on Red
Bridge Road but the red bridge is gone. 

After crossing into Kansas, we drove by the
Trail of Death marker at Olathe's Heritage Park.

In Paola we visited the Miami County Swan
River Museum. The Trail of Death historical
marker is in the town park across the street.

Entering Osawatomie, we passed the Old Land
Office on North Sixth Street. The office is a tiny
building about ten feet square.

Rev. John Wastlund and Osawatomie
Ministerial Association had prepared lunch for the
caravan the Osawatomie City Auditorium. The
Band of Oz played old time tunes while we ate.
"Alexander's Rag Time Band" and "Swing Low
Sweet Chariot" were a couple of songs I recog-
nized. The Band of Oz took up a collection and
presented me with the money. I will use it to write
a report about the caravan and mail to all the peo-
ple on the trip and the places that I can get
addresses for.

At 12:30 we headed southwest to the old Sugar
Creek mission, now named St. Philippine
Duchesne Memorial Park. She was an elderly nun
who was a missionary to the Potawatomi and
became known as She Who Prays Always. She
was canonized in 1988, the only female saint west
of the Mississippi River.  The park is located in

rural Linn County about 20 miles south of
Osawatomie, Kansas, and consists of about 400
acres purchased by the Diocese in 1988. It has
seven crosses with names of the 600+ Potawatomi
who died there in the next 10 years. It also has the
14 Stations of the Cross, a replica trading post,
and the Indian well down the ravine by Sugar
Creek. (Many states have a Sugar Creek which
means there are maple trees beside the creek.)

Janet Pearl, a Citizen Potawatomi and descen-
dant of the Trail of Death, had arranged for Mass
at the end of our journey, Father Barry Clayton,
pastor of three local Catholic parishes, offered
communion. The ceremony was outdoors at the
huge circular St. Philippine Duchesne altar and the
30 foot tall metal cross. The weather was perfect
and the tall trees lent shade to the audience seated
in folding chairs brought by the local churches.

Linn County Historical Society, led by Ola May
Earnest, provided a potluck supper in the replica
"trading post" at St. Philippine Duchesne park.
Ola May's four teenage granddaughters helped
serve the food and make sandwiches, giving us a
choice of turkey, ham, beef or pulled pork. What a
wonderful ending for our journey. 

The end of the Potawatomi Trail of Death is the former St Mary's Mission, now the St. Philippine Duchesne Memorial
Park near Mound City, Kansas, where a Catholic church also has a memorial to St. Philippine.  (Author Photo) 
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We remember the stories told by the people we
met along the way.  They gave us bits of oral his-
tory, pieces that are missing from our past.  The
couple who told there were two Indians buried
near where their swing set was, Wayne Mountain's
relatives showing us a photo of their great-grand-
mother in full Potawatomi regalia. These are
important pieces of the puzzle we are all trying to
fit together. 

We learned more history every day.
Now a note about the future. At age 82, I am not

going to organize any more Trail of Death cara-
vans. I am passing the torch to Kim "Spirit Hawk"
Oden Setnor, who is good at computer publishing.
She will be taking over the newsletters in 2019. I
will finish up the year by doing the last
Potawatomi Trail of Death Association newsletter
and the last Fulton County Folk Finder. Kim will
do a newsletter for Fulton County Historical
Society that will include the elements of history
and genealogy. I will continue to write my weekly
column for the Sentinel, some of which Kim will
probably put in the newsletter. This newsletter will
be Fulton County Historical & Genealogical
News. 

both of those treks was the chance of being intercept-
ed by Indians who were always looking to attack set-
tlers enroute from here to there.

In 1784 while on a raid along the Ohio River a
Miami war party came up on three boys just south  of
what is now Louisville, Kentucky.  Among them was
14 year-old William Wells.  The boys had been hunt-
ing and were about to carry the game home when
they encountered the Indians.  The boys put up a
small fight, but were subdued qickly by the Indians.
The boys were taken north, one was left at
Muncytown a Delaware camp, the other two, includ-
ing William Wells were taken to Kekionga, a Miami
Indian camp.  (current site of Fort Wayne.   

In our neck of the woods, the Whitewater Valley as
noted also by Eugene, the Greenville Treaty was

signed August 3, 1795 causing peace between the
Indians and Americans.  The Treaty Line runs from
Fort Recovery in Ohio south to the Ohio River.  It pass-
es through Wayne County basically along Salisbury
Road, on an angle to Dunlapsville continuing south.

Settlers had the right to settle in the large tract of
land on the east side of Greenville Treaty Line in
peace with the Indians who signed that treaty.

However by 1804 settlers had only began settling in
Hamilton, Ohio and a few were scattered along the
Whitewater River from Brookville to Dunlapsville, Indiana.

In February 1805 the families of Richard Rue,
George Holman and his sons Joseph and William,
Joseph Cox, Thomas McCoy, William Blunt and
Patrick O’Hara explored into Indiana up along the
Whitewater Valley close to the current site of
Richmond and the streams of Lick Creek, Clear

Creek, West, Green’s,  and Noland’s forks, Nettle,
Simond’s Creek, Silver Creek and Hanna’s Creek.  In
less than a week Rue, Holman, McCoy and Blunt
returned to Kentucky to make arrangements to move
to the Whitewater Valley.

Cox, his wife, the Holman boys and O’Hara
remained in the Whitewater Valley to work the quar-
ter-sections of land they had entered the year before
at the Cincinnati Land Office on Short Creek.

Rue, Holman and Joseph Woodkirk arrived back
in April 1805 accompanied by their families.  

(This information was attained from the Memoirs
of Wayne County Volume 1, written by Hon. Henry
Clay Fox, Editor-In-Chief 1912) 

Note:  If anyone reading this would like to make
a comment on it please contact me by calling 765-
960-5767 or e-mail:  raythegadabout@gmail.com    

Eugene’s Passion Continued From Page 12
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by Ryan Pershing
Mgr of Bozarth Country Store

Great Lakes of the 
Wabash River - Fishing News

Great Lakes of the Wabash
Spring Tackle Sale & Eagle Watch

As we sit in the middle of winter many of us
begin to turn our attention to the upcoming spring
season and get excited thinking about being outside
and enjoying all the opportunities nature provides
us.  With that being said, when looking for a place
to enjoy the outdoors then look no further than the
Great Lakes of the Wabash.  Even though we are in
the midst of winter there are still several options in
the area to enjoy such as: hiking, fishing, hunting,
snowmobiling (when trails are deemed sufficient),
eagle watching, and many other fun activities.
Sometimes we don’t realize how fortunate we are to
have these three great properties (Salamonie,
Mississinewa, and Huntington) all within a short
drive of each other available to take advantage of
for recreational purposes.  

Speaking of getting outdoors, a great opportuni-
ty presents itself on the weekend of February 9th
and 10th.  This is when the popular Eagle Watch
returns to the Salamonie Reservoir and this is a
great time to view and learn all about the majestic
bald eagle.  For both of these events you meet at the
Salamonie Interpretive Center at 3 p.m.   At this
time you will receive a short overview of eagles and
then proceed by caravan to popular roosting spots
and watch eagles come in for the evening.  You are
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Hydraulic Lines

encouraged to bring your binoculars, spotting
scopes, and cameras and enjoy spending time
observing the eagles in action.  There is a small
amount of walking involved and handicapped park-
ing is available with previous notice.  Food and hot
drinks will be available for donation.  Advance reg-
istration is requested to attend these events by con-
tacting the Upper Wabash Interpretive Center at
(260) 468-2127.

Another event to mark on your calendars is the
Annual Spring Fishing Tackle Sale that takes place
at Bozarth’s Country Store and runs from Saturday,
March 2nd through Sunday, March 10th.  This is a
great time to take advantage of the best prices of the
year on your favorite fishing gear.  Great deals on
rods, reels, terminal tackle, bulk bags of bobbers,
and many other items will be on display so grab
your family and friends and head to Bozarth’s!  In
addition to the great deals we will also be giving
away door prizes to the first 100 paying customers.
Popular local tackle producers, Big Diddy Baits and
Spider Monkey, will be on hand with a full display
of their existing and hot new products along with
sharing their fishing knowledge.  

Another exciting reason to attend the Bozarth’s
Spring Tackle Sale is the free fishing seminars put
on by local pro anglers.  These seminars will hap-

opportunity to learn several new fishing techniques
and strategies from some of the best anglers in the
area.  Grab your friends and come enjoy the day
with other fellow anglers and while visiting be sure
to grab one of our delicious hot sandwiches from
our popular food menu.  For more information you
can find us on Facebook by searching Bozarth
Country Store or contact us at (765) 981-4522.
Bozarths Country Store and Campground is located
at 7309 E 400 S Lagro, IN 46941.  

For all you crappie tournament fishermen, be
sure to mark the following dates on your schedule
for the upcoming tournaments at the Great Lakes of
the Wabash.  The Indiana Slabmasters will make
their annual return to Salamonie and Mississinewa
Lakes on Saturday, May 4th and Sunday, May 5th.
This will be a two day super event and will count
towards the four tournaments needed to qualify for
the season ending classic.  For more information
visit www.indianaslabmasters.com  The Crappie
USA tournament trail will come to Salamonie and
Mississinewa Lakes on Saturday, May 11th.  The
seminar will be held on Friday, May 10th at
Bozarth’s Country Store.  For more information
visit: www.crappieusa.com.  Lastly, the 2019
Bozarth Crappie Tournament dates will be released
in the following Gad A Bout issue.

Bozarth's Annual Spring Tackle Sale starts Saturday, March 2nd and runs through
Sunday, March 10th.  Best prices of the year on all your favorite fishing gear.  Free fish-
ing seminars presented by local pro anglers will be available throughout the day on
March 2nd!  Come visit us and stock up on all your fishing gear and gain valuable tips
and techniques from some of the best anglers in our area!.  (Author Photo)

Bozarth's Annual Spring Tackle Sale starts Saturday, March 2nd and runs through Sunday,
March 10th.  Best prices of the year on all your favorite fishing gear.  Free fishing seminars
presented by local pro anglers will be available throughout the day on March 2nd!  Come
visit us and stock up on all your fishing gear and gain valuable tips and techniques from
some of the best anglers in our area!  (Author Photo)

Banquet Room w/Kitchenette
Arcade Game Room

Showers (All Year)
Boat Storage (Inside)
LPGas Refill Station   

Large  Selection of Cast Iron Cookware

Campstore / Grocery 
Fishing Tackle, Live Bait & License       
Camping & Hunting Supplies             
Cold & Hot Drinks                                  
Ice - Pizza - Sausage - Hot Dogs 
Snacks & Sandwiches            

7309 East 400 South, Wabash County
Lagro, IN 46941

Call: 765-981-4522

SEASONAL CAMPSITES
AVAILABLE

Seasonal Rates - Full Hookups
“SIGN UP NOW”

BOZARTH COUNTRY STORE
ON THE SALAMONIE RESERVOIR

Welcome to Bozarth Recreational Resort
located near the Salamonie Reservoir in
southern Wabash County in Indiana!  
BRR is just minutes away from Dora-New
Holland SRA boat ramp and minutes from
the Salamonie State Park and Horse
Camp.

www.bozarthcampground.com

We Have A Large Breakast & Sandwich Menu
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BOZARTH CAMP/
COUNTRY STORE

LINCOLNVILLE

OPEN AT 6:00 A.M. - CLOSE “SUBJECT TO CHANGE DEPENDING ON THE SEASON”

Annual Spring Fishing Tackle Sale
Sat March 2nd thru Sun March 10th
Tackle, rods, reels, bobbers, Door
prizes for first 100, Seminars, etc.

2019 BOZARTH CRAPPIE TOURNEYS
Dates To Be Announced March 2019
For More Info Call Ryan 765-981-4522

pen on Saturday, March
2nd and run throughout
the day.  The seminars
put on this year are
going to be outstanding
and include:  Indiana
Slabmaster champions,
Crappie USA National
Champions (last 2
years), American
Crappie Trail Tourn-
ament winners, and
CAST National Champ-
ion!  Combined these
anglers have won
numerous tournaments
and series and the
knowledge they are
willing to share is price-
less.  I highly encourage
you to attend these free
seminars and get the
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Tree City Chapter
3081

Quail Forever
Youth Pheasant Hunt

March 16th, 2019
Tree City Quail Forever is sponsoring its first youth pheasant hunt in beauti-

ful Franklin County Indiana.  Each child that attends will be hunting one-on- one
with a guide and dog and participate in skeet shooting.  Quail Forever will be
providing lunch for everyone. Each child will have the opportunity to harvest a
pheasant and learn proper techniques for cleaning a pheasant.   The Youth hunt
will start at 8:00 a.m. and will break for lunch at 12:00 p.m. The age limit for the
hunt will range from 8 to 17 years of age.  Quail Forever is about getting kids
active in outdoor recreation, whether it be hunting, habitat improvement, fishing,

hiking or camping.  Quail Forever is a non profit organization that cares and
encourages kids to spend time outdoors.  This event is limited to 30 children, so
make your reservations now.

Location:Fields Outdoor Adventures Shooting Preserve
27063 US 52, Laurel,IN 47024

Contact: Ryan Fields 765-561-3139 
Josh Miller 812-560-9766

Top Left Photo:  Youth participants enjoying learning the proper technique of firing a rifle.  Top Right Photo:  Youth learning how to shoot skeet properly.  Bottom Left Photo:
Youth sitting down for lunch break at 12 Noon.  Bottom Right Photo:  Youth participants learning wildlife habitat planting.  (Photos by Ray Dickerson) 

HHaappppyy     VVaa ll ee nn tt ii ee ss     DDaayy
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by Capt. Mike Schoonveld

The Indiana Bass’n Gals booth was next to The Gad-a-bout booth last year in Tackle Town.
Their smiles are genuine, a happier or harder working group would be hard to find.

TICKETS TO ADVENTURE
The phrase “ticket to adventure” is a trite expres-

sion used by any number of enterprises trying to con-
vince a person to pay the price of admission. Buy a
ticket to adventure and the doors will be open to the
experience of a lifetime, they say. The promise may
come from a carnival barker assuring passersby they
will see amazing sights. “Step right up and buy a
ticket.” It may come from a professional spokesman
on an airline commercial. “Your ticket will take you
to the adventures you can only imagine.

This time the phrase is from me and I’m promis-
ing, “for the price of a ticket” adventures galore,
adventures to last a lifetime and adventures to match
your lifestyle. The first ticket you will need is a one
to get in the door of the Ford 65th Annual
Indianapolis Boat, Sport and Travel Show being held
at the Indiana State Fairgrounds from February 15th
to the 24th.

The show itself is an adventure. With six build-
ings filled with exhibits, trying to see it all without a
plan is like being lost in the wilderness. Be sure to
log in to www.indysportshow.com in advance to at
least see the general layout. Look, plan and chart a
course through the show. Advanced planners even
make a schedule of where to be and when.

The schedule will likely be the hardest to keep
since along the way you are sure to come across

unexpected places, activities and opportunities.
Exploring takes time and it’s part of the fun. If you
are in pursuit of a particular adventure, whether it’s a
vacation, a fishing trip, a new boat, RV or just a few
hooks or a deal on a fishing rod in Tackle Town, a
plan and schedule will serve you well and not leave
you short on time.

TACKLE TOWN
I seldom walk out of the Tackle Town building at

the show with less than I started. My shopping is
always a combination of stocking up on items I know
I will need as well as new and interesting gear I did-
n’t know existed. I often find my needed items at
show-discounted prices.

Any visitor to Tackle Town should schedule a stop
by the DNR’s display area. Here’s where more “tick-
ets to adventure” can be obtained. There’s plenty of
free information there, but many people put this stop
on their annual visit to the show specifically to pur-
chase Indiana State Park passes, launching permits,
fishing and hunting licenses - all tickets to adventure,
right here in Indiana.

The new fishing and hunting license year starts
April first and buying the licenses in advance ensures
you’ll be legal when you get that first opportunity to
hit the water. Turkey season will be opening later in
April. Many people just buy all the hunting, fishing
and trapping licenses and stamps they’ll need for the
entire year. Those that do are set for all seasons and
it’s a bonus for the DNR, as well.

Everyone knows the money spent on hunting,
fishing and trapping licenses is what funds the fish
and wildlife management activities across the state.
What most people don’t consider is buying a license
at the show actually boosts the amount the DNR
receives from your license fees.

When you buy a license at Walmart, Cabela’s or
any other retail outlet, the business gets to deduct and
keep 75 cents from each sale. Your 17 dollar annual
fishing license nets the DNR fisheries people only
$16.25. The turkey license nets the DNR $24.25, not
the full twenty-five bucks.

You’ll pay the same amount for licenses at the
DNR’s booth at the show, but all of your license fees
go to the resource. I like that and with the number of

these hunting and fishing “tickets to adventure” sold
at the show, those extra pennies on each license real-
ly add up.

TRAVEL STOPS
When I go to the show, my favorite stops are at the

booths where representatives from travel destina-
tions near and far are located. Who doesn’t like to
dream of a trip to Alaska or a vacation in another
state. Who doesn’t like to learn about fishing, hunt-
ing and other outdoor opportunities available here in
Indiana? I’ll admit to having these dreams and I’ll
admit those dreams became reality because of the
stops I made, the questions I had answered and the
concerns which were addressed when talking with
the representatives and owners of these adventure
destinations. Use this opportunity to plan repeat trips
or schedule new ones.

BOATS, THE PROGRESSIVE 
INSURANCE RV PAVILION and MORE

Though I’m as likely to buy an RV as an elephant
and I don’t need a new boat. I still enjoy a quick
stroll through these areas of the show each time I
come. Sometimes I walk away simply awed by the
size, opulence and price tags on display. Sometimes
I walk away with the thoughts of how I’d look
behind the wheel or at the helm out on the open road
or open waters.

21st ANNUAL INDIANA DEER,
TURKEY & WATERFOWL EXPO

If there’s a drop of hunter’s blood in your system,
plan to attend the show on the final days of the show
when the Indiana Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl Expo
is a part of the adventure. It takes up an entire build-
ing and features all things you’d expect from the title
and more. Hunting gear retailers, hunting outfitters,
guides and hunting oriented organizations all gather
to exhibit and explain what they have to offer.
Special appearances are slated for top industry
guides and personalities.

Check out all the latest information on the show
at: www.indysportshow.com . It’s your ticket to
adventure.

THE END 

E-mail: robbie@knotmarine.com & robert@knotmarine.com   Website:  knotmarine.com
4895 BEAVER ROAD  UNION, KY 41091 (859) 384-0634

New and Used Boats
Blackfin and Anglers Qwest Available

Live Bait and Tackle Shop
Service Shop (Honda, Mercury, Yamaha)

Shrink Wrap and Winterizations
Ship Store (Life Jackets, Floats) 

On Site Boat Ramp (1-Day or Season Pass)

A very popular activity for kids is the “Trout Pond” as you can see by all the kids fishing
in it in February 2018.  “Daddy put down the phone I think I caught one!”
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With Rich Creason

Outdoors

Fishing and Hunting
Northwestern Ontario

I was standing over my stove watching the wall-
eye fillets turn a golden brown in my cast iron skil-
let. On the next burner, sliced potatoes were doing
the same thing in another skillet. My wife was lean-
ing over my shoulder asking me how soon dinner
would be ready. This was not exactly a Canada
shore lunch, but it was as close as we could get
until our next trip north.

Susie and I have traveled to Ontario and Quebec
numerous times since 1971. Usually our trips are
fishing related, but several times I have hunted,
bear, moose, deer, ducks, and grouse. Over the past
nearly five decades, I have learned what to look for

before I book a trip to a remote location. If I go to
a Canadian camp, I am fairly sure it will be a good
trip before I make a deposit. If I return to the same
camp a second time, it is a great choice.

This past summer, we signed up for a fishing trip
to Big North Lodge, near Minaki, in northwestern
Ontario. Although this would be our first trip to this
resort, I had talked to Alex Rheault many times at
the Renfro Boat, Sport, and Travel Show in
Indianapolis. He has had a display booth there for
many years, and will be there in February again this
year. Susie and I had gotten answers to all of our
questions and finally decided to visit Big North
Lodge.

My questions, or course, were about pricing,
lodging, food, equipment, guides, etc. Susie’s main
question was if they offered shore lunch or not.
That would be a deal breaker. We signed up for the
American plan which included all of the items in
which I was interested. Three meals a day were
included, one of which was shore lunch with our
guide preparing our meal of freshly caught walleye.
While we had caught northern and smallmouth
bass also, walleye taste the best.

August found us heading north towards Minaki,
Ontario. We crossed the Canadian border at
Baudette, Minnesota. That crossing is a bit further
than crossing at International Fall, MN, but at
Baudette, we can cross in about three minutes. If
there are two cars in line, it’s a busy time.
International Falls usually takes an hour or more to
clear.

Rainy River is the first town on the Canadian
side from Baudette. Thirty miles back east, then

Top Left Photo:  Big North main lodge. Great looking outside, even better inside.  (Author Photo)  Top Right Photo:  Susie is standing outside our cabin. Open porch for when
the weather was nice and no mosquitoes were out.  Bottom Left Photo:  Author with nice northern. One of many we caught.   (Photo by Susie Creason)  Bottom Right Photo:
Our guide starting shore lunch. Nothing better than walleye and fried potatoes over an open fire.  (Author Photo)

We saw many eagles close-up on our trip to Ontario. Many
were in trees, some in nests.  (Author Photo)

north through Nester Falls, Sioux Narrows, finally
reaching Kenora. Another 30 minutes and we
reached the sign pointing towards Big North Lodge.
We arrived at their parking area, checked in with
Alex’s wife, Pat, and loaded our gear into a trailer
on the back of their four-wheeler. We walked along
the boardwalk to our cabin (one of six in camp),
while Zach, their son, transported our stuff through
camp to our porch. For the next few days, we would
have a great time in the far north wilderness.

Our American plan package included lodging
(with indoor plumbing, hot and cold water, kitchen,
and screened in porch), three meals a day, maid
service, boat, motor, gas, fish wrapping and freez-
ing. As always, we opted for the guide at an addi-

Matt’s Custom Guns
Hours:  Monday - Friday  9 am - 5 pm (Other hours by appointment)

Guns - Ammunition - Scopes - Accessories
Custom Target & Hunting Rifles - Specialize in Reloading Supplies

Gunsmithing - Muzzleloading Guns & Supplies
Authorized Dealer for Freedom Arms, Dakota 

Arms, Nesika,  Kimber, H-S Precision & 
Dillon Precision

3762 N CR 450 E, Connersville, IN 47331
Ph: 765-825-3418

Email:  mattscustomguns@yahoo.com
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tional cost to run the boat, find and clean the fish
we caught for lunch, and fry them. Housekeeping
plans are also available but doesn’t include food.
Big North Lodge has its own float plane with Alex
and Zach both licensed pilots to take guests to their
outpost cabins if that option is chosen.

On the first night of our trip, dinner was pre-
pared by Pat and her staff and served in the main
dining room. Steak, chicken, pork chops, and
another entrée which I forget, were served for our
evening meals. Breakfast each day was the usual
fare, including French toast, pancakes, bacon, eggs,
fruit, and more. Lunch our first day was fixed over
an open fire on a huge rock on the lake shore by our
guide. The other days, he fried our fish and pota-
toes on a propane stove because an open fire ban
had just been put on in the area due to dry condi-
tions. Either way, it was an outstanding meal.

Our cameras got a huge workout, taking pictures
of the gorgeous scenery, many eagles, beaver, a
wide variety of waterfowl, including loons (their
distinctive call is the ring tone on my phone!),
mink, and other birds and animals. Then we took
photos of the cabins, main lodge (both inside and
out), various boats, and the float plane, both land-
ing and taking off. 

For those of you more inclined to hunting, Big
North also offers deer and bear hunts, and fly-in
moose hunts. Deer season is for bucks only and
runs for five weeks ending November 15. These
hunts are limited to only six hunters per week. Bear
hunts are from the lodge or outpost camps. Season
is the first three weeks of September. Deluxe bear
hunts include meals, lodging, bear license and
export permit, one guide per two hunters, six full
days and seven nights, baited stands, tracking and

Top Left Photo:  Float plane and boats at Big North docks.  Float plane to take guests to outpost cabin if that option chosen.  (Author Photo)  Top Right Photo:  Two of my
favorite birds, the Canada loon. I'm reminded of them every time my ringtone sounds on my phone.  (Author Photo)  Bottom Left Photo:  This bear taken at Big North Lodge
by Tim Rainey.  Notice all the white on head, chest, and stomach.  (Author Photo)  Bottom Right Photo:   Another nice bear taken at Big North Lodge.  (Author Photo)

skinning with guides, transportation to stands with
guide, boat, motor, gas, even a conservation fishing
license, plus more. 

Susie and I made our first visit to Big North
Lodge this past summer. The fishing was great for
walleye, bass, and northern. While musky are also
available, I didn’t catch any on this trip. The food
was delicious and plentiful. Our cabin was com-
fortable and fully equipped. Our guide was knowl-
edgeable of the area, helpful and courteous. We are
hoping to take our grandson, Benjamin, back to Big
North with us this year.       

If you are interested in an outstanding Canadian
fishing and/or hunting trip, check out Big North
Lodge and Outfitters. The best way to do this
would be to visit the Renfro Boat, Sport, & Travel
Show from February 15-24, 2019, at the
Indianapolis Fairgrounds. Then, go to the
Champions Pavilion and walk along the outside
wall until you reach Alex at the Big North Lodge
display. Or check out the show program for the
exact location. If you can’t make the sport show,
contact Alex by phone at 907-224-4318 or 1-800-
387-3577. You can also email him at big-
northlodge@kmts.ca or visit their website at
www.bignorthlodge.com.

Just like a trophy deer or a special fish, Big
North Lodge Is a “keeper”.

The author may be reached at
eyewrite4u@aol.com.  

Why Cook Tonight, When We’ll Deliver It right?

201 NORTH MAIN STREET - LIBERTY, IN 47353

DINE IN
CARRY OUT
DELIVERY

(765) 458-5775
Hours:  Sunday thru Thursday 10:00 am - 9:00 pm

Friday & Saturday 10:00 am - Midnight
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$2.00 OFF ANY 16 INCH PIZZA
Woodruff’s

Supermarket
Full Service Meat Department

Produce, Dairy, Groceries & General Merchandise
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 6 am - 9 pm / Sunday 6 am - 7 pm
BAKERY - DELI - IN STORE PHARMACY

Donuts, Cakes, Cookies, Pies, & Rotisserie Chicken

“Get Everything You Need At One Handy Location”

Call Us At 765-458-6213
www.woodruffsupermarket.com

10 South Main St., Liberty, IN

Pioneer Village
Ethanol-Free Gas

Hot Food

Propane

and Lots MoreFishing License

Bio-Diesel

Firewood

Live Bait

Jct of Hwy 256 & Hardy Lake Road
812-794-2769
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by Joe Martino

IInnddiiaannaa  OOuuttddoooorrss

Go West, young man...but not for
GPS hunting apps

Having just returned from a western do-it-your-
self big game hunt out west, I have some fresh and
exciting ideas about how to make one of the tools
that was crucial for me out there work for me here in
the Midwest.

One of the first things to cross a Midwestern or
Eastern deer hunter’s mind when considering a trip
out west is a GPS or GPS app of some sort.  This is
for good reason.  Head out there without one and one
of two things, or both, can happen. You can get lost.
Yep, it is seriously easy to do in the big, mountain-
ous country of the west.  And getting lost out West is
not like getting turned around back East.  The other
thing is that you may inadvertently wander onto
someone’s property that you don’t belong on.  There
are plenty of areas where private parcels but right up
against BLM  land, and without a GPS, you would-
n’t even know it.

A good GPS app can eliminate both of these from

happening, and there are a couple of other cool fea-
tures they have that help make your hunt more mem-
orable as well.  They can also help you mark where
you saw game, sign, etc.; or where you didn’t.
Should you down an animal, they can also help you
get back to the carcass for one of the many pack trips
you will have to make to get the goodies out.

I don’t have an actual GPS unit.  Well, I guess I do
because I have a smart phone.  I prefer an app over
an actual hand held GPS unit.  This is simply because
it means one less thing I have to carry.  Why carry an
actual GPS when I already have my phone which is
capable of being one?  Plus, seeing as how I don’t
already have a hand-held GPS unit, why incur the
expense?  That being said, there are a couple things
to consider.  First, most GPS apps are not anywhere
close to as good as an actual GPS unit when it comes
to their ability and options, and second, apps can
drain battery life.

For these reasons, I chose an app called onXmaps.
With features designed to not drain my battery, and
it’s off-grid capability, I also never have to worry
about being out of cell service.  Once my maps are
saved, I can easily use my phone as a GPS device
even when I don’t have service.  If, however, you
prefer an actual separate GPS device, onXmaps also
has a chip available that can be loaded right into your
GPS.

Besides being compatible with smart phones and

Joe Martino
Direct:  765-434-8598

E-mail:  joe@eatjoesjerky.com / Web:  www.eatjoesjerky.com
2378 West 350 North, Kokomo, IN 46901

765-4457-99181
1929 N. WASHINGTON • KOKOMO, IN

With onXmaps, you never have to worry about straying onto private property which you cannot hunt, getting lost or going back to your blood trail.  Rich with features, includ-
ing being able to use the GPS while off-line and without service, onXmaps is THE best app of its kind out there.  (Author Photos)

WWee’’ ll ll     TTuurrnn    II tt     IInnttoo    CCaasshh    TTooddaayy!!

GPS units, the app can
also be used on desk
tops, laptops and tablets.  

onXmaps Maps is
also the very best app I
have found.  It is very
powerful; much more
powerful than my horse-
power will ever be at
mastering all of its fea-
tures.  But even so, I

have still found a plethora of ways in which the app
will help me take my Midwestern deer and turkey
hunting to the next level. 

So, how does this all apply to a small-tract white-
tail hunter in the Midwest?  Simple; While you may
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not get lost on you “Back 40,” when deer hunting,
you will certainly love the advantages that the app
will give you.

While getting lost may not be your biggest fear in
your home state, trespassing should be.  With
OnXmaps Maps loaded on your phone, you will
never have to worry about stepping foot on the
wrong property.  You won’t be struggling to find por-
tions of the fence that has seemed to vanish over the
years.  Likewise, you will know of those hunting
neighboring lands are.

The app will also make you a more effective hunter
in a number of ways.  For one, you can keep tabs on
all of your stands by marking game sightings, shot
opportunities, where game was seen, etc.  Over time,
patterns will develop, better allowing you to set stands
strategically based on actual deer movement you have
observed.  You will also be able to determine the best
travel routes to and from your stands based on the top-
ographical map in the app.  Lastly, you easily spot fun-
nels, pinch points, etc. from the app as well.

For turkey season, you can easily mark roosting
areas, travel patterns of the flock you are hunting,
and mark some likely ambush sites.

Don’t forget tracking wounded game either.  By
setting markers in the app, you can mark things such
as where the shot was taken, where it was last seen,
the spot where you marked last blood, etc.  Pretty
valuable stuff.

But by far, what makes this app so valuable to us
small-tract private land hunters comes in the form of
finding landowners.  

Gone are the days when the owner of that prime
looking piece of ground lived in the house right on
the property.  Nowadays, more often than not, the
owner may not even live in the same state, let alone
around the corner!  For this reason alone, the
onXmaps Maps app has more than earned its keep
with me.  

The app displays parcel and landowner informa-
tion for every piece of private land.  A very useful
tool for trying to find out who owns that piece of
property you’ve been wondering about for the last
few seasons.   Just considering what it saves me in
gas, wear and tear on my truck, and time makes just
such an app pretty much priceless to me.  

So, if you think that apps like onXmaps Maps are
only useful when planning a hunt out west, think
again.  You could be missing the boat by ignoring
them right here in your own back yard!

Just about all such apps have a fee.  The member-
ship for onXmaps Maps is quite reasonable at around
$100 per year.  Check out their website at
www.onxmaps.com for more information.

by Jim Raymer
Founder of the Indiana Slabmasters

Indiana Slab Masters

Introducing the Nothead Tackle
Elite Series Crappie Trail

As I wrote about last month, I retired from being
the president of the Indiana Slab Masters. I still love
this club, and I have every intention to fish the club as
it has been a passion for a long time now. You will still
see me here writing a monthly article about the
Indiana Slab Masters and if you show up to an event
you will almost be guaranteed to see me there!

One thing I have noticed over the 8 years of being
the president of the Indiana Slab Masters, there were
a lot of teams that love to crappie fish by using a sin-
gle pole and artificial baits. Another thing that I
noticed is there are no organizations that have a single
pole artificial only format for tournament fishing. A
few years ago, I started working on a separate organi-
zation for the single pole artificial crappie fisherman
during my spare time. I started with the Indiana Slab
Masters rules and adapted them to be a single pole
artificial bait only format, put back in the 9” size limit.
I was thinking that maybe one day after I was all done
with the Indiana Slab Masters, that I would possibly
start another club or organization that was a single
pole artificial only format.  I saw some potential of
getting sponsorship, and good support from bait man-
ufacturers since this could definitely impact a bait
company to want to be supportive of an artificial only
tournament. 

Last year the Indiana Slab Masters had Nothead
Tackle become the headline sponsor of a single pole
artificial only open crappie tournament that we had at
Monroe last June, during the club’s summer break. We
had a good turnout and a very competitive event that
had far more interest than I ever thought. After the
season was over and I retired from being the president

of the Indiana Slab Masters, I discussed my single
pole artificial only idea with Mike Spieker and Tom
Weaver, the co-owners of Nothead Tackle. These men
partnered with me and we have decided to try a new
organization. So we are introducing the Nothead
Tackle Elite Series Crappie Trail. 2019 will be the
Inaugural year of this organization and we are still
working on sponsorship to finish getting the startup
fees and permits together to support this project.
During the first year we are going to have a total of 3
events. The first event will be in April at Patoka Lake
and the second event will be at Monroe in late June. If
you fish in 1 of the 2 events we are going to have this
year, then you would be eligible to fish in the 2-day
Championship in October. The Championship will be
at one of our largest waterways in our state the Ohio
River out of Tanners Creek and the tributaries in the
Markland Pool.
Tentative Schedule:
Patoka Lake – Saturday - April 13, 2019 
Monroe Lake – Saturday - June 29, 2019
Championship – Saturday/Sunday October 11&12, 2019

If you are an Indiana Slab Master club member,
none of these tournaments will interfere with the
Indiana Slab Masters schedule, and the Championship
will be after the Indiana Slab Masters Classic is all
wrapped up. Be sure to check out the website where
updates and new information will be posted as they
occur, and we also have a Nothead Elite Series
Facebook page as well. The website for the Nothead
Elite Series Crappie Trail is:   www.eliteseriescrappi-
etrail.com .  Please check us out if you get a chance
and if you have interest in sponsorship in this organiza-
tion, feel free to contact me at crappieking1@aol.com
.  Until next time, tight lines!

“ACROSS FROM COURTHOUSE”

LIBERTY RESTAURANT
7 West Union St., Liberty, IN 47353

765-458-5223

HOURS:
Tues - Sat

6 am to1 pm

Sundays
6 am to 1 pm

Home
Cooked 
Meals

Dine-In
or

Carry-Out

from the shore around the dam.
Look for turbulent water and cast swim baits or

casting spoons.  From a boat you can vertical fish
using spoons, blade baits or minnows. 

The key to fishing below major dams on the Ohio river
is knowing all the rules, regulations and what the heck
you’re doing.  I would suggest going with somebody that
has done this before, because there can be a lot of current.
There is a lot fish here, but there are also barges carrying
coal, gasoline, corn and they are big, very big! 

The best way to get to the major dams in a boat is
to find a ramp downstream and come in from below.
This will keep you from having to lock through the
dam, although locking through the dam is another
option, it just takes time.

Good Luck Tag
If you need more info go to my web site

www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com .  
To schedule trips contact me at my E-mail: tag-

nobbe@gmail.com . or call my cell 765-265-3238
I guide fish for walleye, and crappie starting in mid-

April till the end of December 7 days a
week on Brookville lake.  We fish out of a 2017 pro V
2075 with a 250 Honda outboard engine.  I supply
everything all the way down to cleaning the fish.  I can
take 1 – 5 people.  The price is according to how many
go $500.00 for 5 people, $450.00 for 4 people,
$375.00 for 3 people, $325.00 for 2 people and
$275.00 for 1 person.  We start at 7:00 am and fish till
1:00 pm to schedule trips call my cell 765-265-3238 or
e-mail tagnobbe@gmail.com .

Fully Licensed and insured for 22 years now.

So You Wanna’ Catch More Fish
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Guns - Muzzleloaders - Ammo - Crossbows - Targets

sales@1shotsports.com

www.1ShotSports.com

BUTLERVILLE 
GROCERY

5185 E US Hwy 50
Butlerville, IN 47223

812-458-6355
Deli • Gas • Grocery

Hot Food • Daily Specials
Military Discount

Call In’s Welcome
Dine In • Carry Out

Open 7 Days a Week

Like a
good neighbor

State Farm
is there

www.carlsharp.com

®

CARL SHARP
27 W. Union St.Liberty, IN

458-5574 or 
800-974-5574

State Farm
Insurance Companies
Home Office
Bloomington, Illinois

C&C Webster Store
& Village Post Office

Webster, Indiana
765-962-3293

ANTIQUES & GIFTS
LUNCH MEAT - SOFT DRINKS
GROCERIES - ICE - SNACKS

LIVE BAIT & TACKLE
STAMPS - PRIORITY MAIL BOXES & ENV.

US
 27US 35

WEBSTER RD

MA
IN

 S
T

WEBSTER
STOREN

RICHMOND

FOUNTAIN CITYWILLIAMSBURG PROPANE TANKS
$19.99 + TAX
WITH EXCHANGE
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GEM, MINERAL, JEWELRY,
FOSSIL SHOW & SALE

March 1-3, 2019
Friday & Saturday 10-6 / Sunday 11-4
Donation: Adults $5.00 / Senior Citizens (60+) $3.00

Students (7-18) $1.00 / Under 7 Free
Scouts & Leaders in uniform Free
KUHLMAN CENTER

Wayne County 4-H Fairgrounds - 861 N. Salisbury Road
RICHMOND, INDIANA 47374

GOOD FOOD AVAILABLE
SPONSORED BY 

Eastern Indiana Gem & Geological Society, Inc.
Dealer Chairman John Lamont: 765-647-4894 / Other Info Judy Burton: 937-339-1966

46th ANNUAL SPRING SHOW

Jewelry, Gem, Minerals, Crystals & Fossil Dealers.  Exhibits, Displays, Door Prizes -- Silent
Auctions, Children’s Activities.  Demonstrations of Fluorescent Minerals, Micro Mounts, Wire
Wrapping, Flint Knapping.

Our Raffle 1st Prize is a 15” x 9” x 7” tall quartz cluster 2nd Prize is smaller 8” x 6” x 4” tall

Eastern Indiana 
Gem & Geological Society

46th Annual Spring Gem Show
March 1-3, 2019

The Eastern Indiana Gem and Geological
Society’s (EIGGS) 46th Annual Spring Gem,
Mineral, Jewelry and Fossil Show will be held at
the Kuhlman Center located on the Wayne County
Fairgrounds on March 1-3, 2019.

The show opens at 10 a.m. Friday & Saturday and
closes at 6 p.m.  On Sunday it opens at 11 a.m. and
closes at 4 p.m.

A Donation is collected at the door, Adults $5.00,
Seniors 60 and older $3.00, Youth ages 7 to 18 $1.00,
Under 7 FREE.  Scouts & Leaders in uniform, Free.

The Eastern Indiana Gem and Geological Society
has been putting on the rock and gem show since
1973, this is their 46th annual show. The purpose of
the Gem Show is to promote knowledge and interest

Sherry and I are avid rock hounds.  Left to Right, Sherry Dickerson, John Lamont (EIGGS
Dealer Chairman) and Dave Straw (EIGGS Member & former Treasurer)  (Author Photo) 

One of the most popular activities, especially for youngsters.  Panning for gold.  I had to wait
to take this photo due to their running out of rocks and they had to re-supply.  (Author Photo) 

First Place Raffle winner gets the tall quartz cluster on left and
Second Place gets the smaller on right.  (EIGGS Photo)

John Lamont (Center) presented EIGGS 2018 Scholarships to Noah Hancock, Lincoln H.S.
and to Chole Anderson, National Trail H.S.  Their parents attended the presentation too.

The 2018 45th Annual Spring Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, Fossil Show and Sale was packed with
visitors as you can see here.  Hope to see you here this year, March 1-3, 2019.  (Author Photo) 

in the earth sciences and the Lapidary arts. The show
is also a fund raiser for club expenses and provides
money for a college scholarship awarded each year.

EIGGS was founded as a nonprofit group in April
1966.  EIGGS is for anyone who is interested (not
necessarily experienced) in earth sciences, collecting
minerals, crystals and fossils; polishing stones, silver
smithing and related activities.

EIGGS sponsors rock- and fossil-hunting outings,
offers classes and does educational demonstrations at
local schools.

Prior to acquiring the new clubhouse the club met
at Hayes Regional Arboretum, the Richmond State
Hospital and Earlham College.

Meetings are held the first Thursday of each
month, 6:30 p.m. at the clubhouse located at 5199
US 40 East, Centerville, IN. This is about 1/2 mile
east of Centerville at the intersection of Rice Road
and U.S. 40.  Guests are always welcome.   

For information call
Judy Burton 937-339-
1966.
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by Marshall Smith
Gunsmith, NRA Life Member, Retired LEO

Prairie Wolf Gun Repair
Random Notes from:

GUNSMITHING
UPDATE on the Norinco 1911A1

An update on last months article regarding the
Norinco 1911A1.  I replaced the factory thumb safety
with an American made thumb safety and that corrected
the hammer falling while on safe.  I compared the new
American made thumb safety with the original part and
could see differences in the two parts.  If you have a for-
eign made clones and have any safety issues regarding
the operation of the clone, return it to the factory or sell-
er when possible, The factory will repair it if under war-
ranty.  A few U.S. Manufacturers have lifetime war-
ranties, some a no questions asked lifetime warranty.

GUN STORAGE
Hunting season is winding down, spring is still a cou-

ple of months away, and it is time to put the shotgun and
deer rifle away until next season. I've written articles
about how to clean and the necessity of cleaning your
firearms before storing them away.  I've restored or refin-
ished  many old or antique firearms and nearly all have
one common problem.  The stocks are cracked and

soaked with oil in and around the wrist of the stock.
Many have had fatal cracks in the wrist or butt of the
stocks.  On some doubles and pump actions the forend or
action handguard is also oil soak and cracked. 

Before stocks were made from laminates, composite
materials or steel they were made from wood, usually a
hardwood like hickory, walnut, beech, birch, and some-
times mahogany, mesquite, myrtle or maple. All were
directly in contact with the metal of the rifle or shotgun.
Muzzle loaders included.  The owners were concerned that
with to little oil on the metal the gun would rust. So the
guns were oiled regularly with plenty of oil then set against
a wall, or put placed in a closet with the muzzle pointing
up.  Oil on the gun and its action would slowly creep down
the metal and migrate into the wood around the back of the
receiver or the forend weakening the wood.

The recoil force of a 12ga shotgun can, for an instant,
exceed 25,000 pounds.  That force is transmitted into the
stock and the wrist of the stock.  If the stock wrist has
been weakened by oil softening the wood it can break
suddenly or at least crack the wood in contact with the
metal receiver.  I currently have a pump shotgun where
oil had impregnated the wrist and the cap of the wrist
broke off.  

When the recoil forces are transmitted the shape of the
stock becomes a spring to absorb the recoil. The straight
grip stock often used with double barrel shotguns was
excellent in absorbing that force.  When oil leached into
the straight grip and wrist the result was the wood would
split along the lines of the wood grain.  A well made
stock with good straight grain would be ruined with to
much oil. With the pistol grip the recoil force is transmit-
ted towards the top of the wrist causing a rotational force
on the grip which can split the top or cap of the wrist
behind the receiver.

So how to store that prized rifle, shotgun, or muzzle
loader with that beautiful English Walnut stock?  Store it
muzzle down. Only use a minimum amount of oil, or
better yet use gun wax.  Storing muzzle down may have
it's downside if you set the muzzle on a surface like con-
crete or tile.  Something hard.  Muzzle down doesn't nec-
essarily mean to set it on its muzzle.  You can hang the
gun by a sling with the muzzle pointing down but not
touching anything.  You have to protect the muzzle
crown.  Damaging it and you'll be consistently missing
your target.  Be creative. Muzzle down can be placing it
upside down in a wall mounted gun rack.  You have a
locking wall mount for your shotgun? Turn it so the muz-
zle points down not up. The long term storage of a wood

Left Photo:  Here the rotational action of the recoil on an oil soaked and weakened pistol grip stock has cracked and then broken the cap of the wrist off the pistol grip stock.
This is from a 12 ga. Pump shotgun.  Center Photo:  This is a closeup view of the cap and stock break.  The picture doesn't give a very good view of the oil soaked end of the
stock. I does show the grain of the stock which is in line with the recoil direction and not giving a stronger stock in that area. If the grain of the stock were more diagonal to
the direction of the recoil there would be less chance of the wrist cracking even when weakened by the oil from the gun.  Right Photo:  This old double barrel external ham-
mer shotgun stock has extensive cracking in the straight grip receiver cutout.  Mostly due to the years of oil soaking the wood and continued pounding from the recoil. The
white is the expanding glue used to reinforce the grip and hold the piece together.  The gun is a wall hanger and won't be shot.  If the intention was to put the gun back in the
field then a new stock would be required.  Bottom Right Photo:  This is an antique external hammer L.C. Smith double coach gun with Damascus Steel Barrels.  The wood has
split at both the top and bottom of the wrist where the action came loose and the recoil movement cracked the stock's “ears”.  The cracks will be glued back in place and the
finish redone to match the original. This will make a beautiful presentation (aka: Wall Hanger) gun when done.  (Author Photos)

stocked gun is to protect it from damage, even uninten-
tional damage caused by preservatives used to protect the
metal doesn't drip into the wood.  So where possible keep
the wood higher that the metal.

Quote of the Month
"The laws that forbid the carrying of arms are

laws of such a nature. (That is)* They disarm only
those who are neither inclined nor determined to
commit crimes.... Such laws make things worse for
the assaulted and better for the assailants; they serve
rather to encourage than to prevent homicides, for an
unarmed man may be attacked with greater confi-
dence than an armed man."- Thomas Jefferson,
Commonplace Book (quoting 18th century crimi-
nologist Cesare Beccaria), 1774-1776

That's all for this month.  These notes are mine
alone and do not represent the opinion or position of
anyone, just me.  If you have a question or a comment
on guns, gunsmithing, gun rights, or, would like to
just make a comment email me with your comments
at PrairieWolfGuns@gmail.com. I'll answer your
questions with the most up to date information avail-
able.  Some answers may be included in this column
as I’m sure there are others with the same question.
No question dealing with guns or self-defense is a
bad or stupid question.  Only those questions not
asked.

Remember, B SAR  (Be Safe, Be Aware, Be
Responsible)

Marshall
PrairieWolfGuns@gmail.com

MIGHTY MUFFLER
BRAKES • SHOCKS • TIRES

Complete Automotive 
Repair

“No Muff . . . Too Tuff!”
1440 N.W. 5th St., Richmond, IN

Darin Doner, Owner
765-966-6833
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BERTCH’S HARDWARE &
RAMEY PLUMBING

HARDWARE
PAINT

PLUMBING
ELECTRIC

51 W. UNION ST. LIBERTY, IN 47353
PH: 765-458-5512

BUY    SELL    TRADE
Pistols / Handguns / Rifles / Shotguns
2213 S. Scatterfield Ste. #6, Anderson, IN 46016

Phone: 765-646-9000 / Fax: 765-646-9010
Hrs. M-F 10am-6pm / Sat. 10am-5pm / Closed Sun.

FACE BOOK: 9-GUNS
WEBSITE: www.9-guns.com

E-MAIL: contact@9-guns.com

In this photo of the north wall of 9 Guns indicates the organized hand gun display
cases  as well as wall displays of rifles and accessories.  (Author Photo)  

Wes’ daughter Katie Foster is holding a 9 Guns target.
The two was at the range enjoying some father and
daughter time.  (9 Guns Photo)

9 Guns - Where Gun
Enthusiasts Gather

by Ray Dickerson
Wes Foster, owner of 9 Guns located at 2213

South Scatterfield Road in Anderson, Indiana was a
factory worker most of his life.  There came a time
though when he had the opportunity to open his
own business and live the life he only dreamed
about earlier.

Wes lives in Muncie, but he picked Anderson to
open his gun shop because of all the people, all the
cars coming and going led him to believe this was
the place he wanted to be.  He originally looked at
New Castle, Frankton and Hartford City, but knew
this community needed a gun shop.

I met Wes Foster for the first time when I began
delivering The Gad-a-bout to him in April 2017.  I
noted right from the start how friendly he and the
fellas who worked for him were.  

9 Guns is a family run business.  Wes, who is 53
years old now, worked 30 years in a plastic factory
(maintenance) in Muncie, Indiana.  He retired to
start this gun shop.  His wife, Michelle works for
the United States Post Office as a rural carrier for

22 years now.  They have three kids.  
Their oldest son, Adam went to Ball State

University earning a Bachelor of Science Degree
and a Masters Degree in Business Administration.
He is the Human Resources Manager for Newell
Brands.  He enjoys playing golf, poker and watch-
ing sports.  Adam is married, his wife’s name is
Amber Foster.  

Their daughter, Katie attended Ball State
University studying Exercise Science and Public
Health and is in Grad School for Masters of Health
Administration and Human Resource
Management.

Their youngest son, Brandon attends Ball State
University majoring in Accounting.  He enjoys
scuba diving, shooting, hunting, riding bikes, run-
ning and is a video gamer.

Brandon works for his dad when he can.  He also
works at Ball State and helps out at a local dive
shop in Muncie.  

When you visit 9 Guns you will more than like-
ly be greeted by his regular employees, Gary or
Jeff.  It could also be Wes (Owner) or his son
Brandon.  No matter who it is you will be greeted
with a smile and a noticeable eagerness to make
sure your visit is a pleasant one. 

Wes told me he shot his first gun when he was 6

or 7 years old and has always been active in shoot-
ing  sports and hunting activities.

Wes said, "I think people have misconceptions
about people who have guns."  "There  is a lot of

9 Guns gun shop entrance located at 2213 S. Scatterfield Ste #6 at Mounds Mall in
Anderson.  (9 Guns Photo) 

Wes Foster, Owner of 9 Guns ready to take care of your gun needs.  Stop in, hours are
Mon. thru Fri. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Closed Sun.  (9 Guns Photo) 

You will notice by this photo your ability to view a neat and orderly shopping area
when you enter 9 Guns.  (Author Photo) 

JANUARY & FEBRUARY SPECIAL
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SCHWERING SAWMILL & HARDWOOD, LLC.
Dan Schwering Owner

QQuuaalliittyy  TTiimmbbeerr  SSoouurrcciinngg,,
SSaawwiinngg  &&  HHaarrddwwooooddss
949 West County Road 400 South

Greensburg, IN 47240
812-871-4131 Mobile   /   812-662-7794 Office

schweringsawmill@ourlook.com

Justin    
Double-H • Rocky

Shoe Repair Available

MILROY SHOES
9214 S. State Rd. 3, Milroy, IN 46156
Mon-Thur 8 - 5 / Fri 8 - 6 / Sat 8 - 3 / Closed Sun

(765) 629-2109

Knightstown Locker, Inc.
MEAT PROCESSING

OOppeenn::    MMoonn,,  WWeedd,,  FFrrii  88-66  
TTuueess  &&  TThhuurr  88-55

SSaatt  88-1122

“Pick up your summer sausage & 
snack sticks at our store.”

8037 South 575 West
Knightstown, IN 46148

(765) 345-2410  (800) 718-6010
www.ktownmeatsandcatering.com

ktownlocker@embarqmail.com

Daniel D. Titus, Owner & Operator

One of several World War era combat rifle displays in 9 Guns.  (Author Photo)

cool stuff  out there to do with them and I enjoy the
whole atmosphere," he added.  "Running a gun
business is not without its challenges either," he
said.    

Wes opened 9 Guns on November 29, 2013,
Black Friday with the hope of growing his busi-
ness, looking forward to the future with the possi-
bility of passing it on to his youngest son some day.  

He offers a wide variety of guns, ammunition,
holsters and cleaning supplies.  They buy, sell and
trade weapons.  He told me his business has gained
a reputation for its honesty and good prices.  He
indicated he wanted to be informative to give his
customers something they are not going to get from
the box stores like Walmart.  Good customer service
and being friendly go along way in keeping your
customers happy.  They will return time and time
again if you are fair in your dealings with them.

Wes says their facebook page,
www.facebook.com/anderson.9guns, is brim-
ming with positive posts from customers who say
the customer service at 9 Guns is second to none.

He added, "That is our number one goal, we
want people to get what they want, when they want
it and at the competitive price."

Future plans:  Wes wants to expand in the upcoming
year which would require him having to move.  He is

currently located in front
of the Mounds Mall in
Anderson which is all but
closed now.  He needs
more room and wants to
add a mill and lathe to his
gun smithing area.

9 Guns is easy to
find, see detailed map
on this page.  

I was having quite a
time finding my way the first day I delivered in
their area though.  I needed to go to Prairie Creek
Reservoir next and they gave me explicit directions
to SR 67, then SR 32 to Selma, once in Selma it
was easy for me as I'd already been delivering that
area for some time.

Stop by 9 Guns located at 2213 S. Scatterfield
Ste. #6, Anderson, IN 46016,  Phone:  765-646-
9000 / Fax:  765-646-9010.  Facebook:  9-GUNS
Website:  www.9-guns.com E-mail:  con-
tact@9-guns.com .  Hours of operation:  Monday
thru Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. / Saturday 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. / Closed Sunday. 

See map at right, this is the way I go when I’m
delivering The Gad-a-bout to 9 Guns.

9 Guns employees Jeff Chase on the left and Gary Smith on the right.  I visit a lot of
gun shops, these fellas make me feel right at home when I deliver there.  (9 Gun Photo) 
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Wes and his boys, left to right.  Adam, Brandon and Wes standing behind the counter
in their gun shop at 2213 S. Scatterfielod Ste #6 in Anderson, IN.  (9 Guns Photo).  

Rifles are displayed in the center aisle for easy access for customers looking to buy a
rifle.  (Author Photo)

Brandon Foster is right at home in all the aspects of the gun shop.  Here he is doing
some repairs on a customers gun.  (9 Gun Photo) 
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www.heritagegoodhew.com

Whitewater Valley
History

by Donna Schroeder
Fayette County Historical Museum

Can You Hear Me Now?
While hosting at the Fayette County Historical

Museum, a visitor and I took a sentimental journey
back to the 1950s in the small town where I was
born and still live.  It turned out that her grandpar-
ents and great grandparents had lived in the same
little hamlet.  As far as we knew, we never met.
She was a few years older than I, and she had great
memories of visiting her grandmother who hap-
pened to work at the local telephone office.   Keep
in mind it wasn’t the phone company of today.  It
was a switchboard in a private home.  I remember
going with my mother to pay our bill.  It was a
short walk, as the house was right across the street
from ours.  

The phone at our house was on the wall in the
kitchen.  We had a party line, which meant that
each house had its own ring.  I don’t remember
ours, but it would come in as a short ring and a long
ring, for instance.  It really didn’t matter too much,
because most of the neighbors picked up regardless
of whether it was their ring or not.  There were no
secrets in a small village like ours.  

When you needed to make a call, you simply
turned the crank which alerted the operator.  You
would tell her who you wanted, and she would put
you through.  Or not.  If you asked to talk to some-
one who lived close to her, she might very well tell
you that they weren’t in the house, so there was no
point in calling.  At times, she would gauge how
long she thought they would be gone, depending
on what they were doing.  If she saw them going up
the street to the grocery, it might be a while.  If she
saw them on the way to the outhouse (not a lot of
indoor plumbing in those days), well, it might not
be quite as long.

The telephone repairman was another neighbor.
He had a little red pickup truck and a step ladder.

Life was a lot more simple in those days.  None of
that making an appointment next week to make a
house call.  He was a couple of blocks away.

All that brought to mind a man who was born in
our little village and moved to the big city of
Connersville.  He started his own phone company
there.  His name was L. Andrew Frazee, but he pre-
ferred to be called Andie.  The beginning of phone
service in our county seat can be found in The
History of Fayette County which was published in
1917.

“In 1882, James H. Fearis, of Connersville,
started the Bell telephone exchange; which was the
one hundred and eighth station opened in the
United States up to the year mentioned. Fearis con-
tinued to operate the exchange for two and one half
years, at the end of which time it was sold to the
Central Union Telephone Company of Chicago, At
the time of the transfer eighty subscribers were
using the telephone service. The rates in those days
were; for business lines, three and one half dollars
a month, and residence service was fixed at two
and one half dollars. Following the change in own-
ership, W. Everett Lowe was in charge of the local
station for some years,          In 1895, L. Andrew
Frazee, of Connersville, organized the
Connersville Telephone Company, which has since
been in continuous operation, and has no local
competitors. The rates are, for business service,
two and one half dollars per month, for residence,
two dollars, and party wire service one and one
quarter dollars per month. The company provides
facilities for long distance service, and three toll
lines are also in operation. The entire plant is
owned and managed by Mr. Frazee, who, in 1917,
installed new equipment costing thirty thousand
dollars and acquired a new location on Sixth Street,
At the end of 1916 the company had one thousand
six hundred subscribers. In December, 1916, the
public service commission of Indiana was asked by
certain subscribers of the company to review its
existing rates, their complaint being that the pres-
ent charges were excessive. The commission
ordered a reduction of the rates, which the owner
either had to accept or appeal to the courts. Feeling
that the decision of the commission was unfair,
Frazee applied to the courts for relief. The decision
of the court resulted in the matter being referred
back to the public service commission, whose fur-
ther action had not been reported when this work
went to press.”

I wonder what those folks would think about

today’s prices.
Andie Frazee lived in a big house on the west

edge of Connersville on State Road 44.  It was an
imposing structure which was built about 1847.
When he and his wife decided to move into town,
he leased his large old home to the county, and it
became the Frazee Children’s Home in 1922.  It
housed the county’s orphans until 1954.  At that
time, it was remodeled to suit the purpose of a
school.  A new elementary school was built on the
grounds, and the house was razed in 1959.

Mr. Frazee and family moved from that home to
the brick home that now houses Showalter –
Blackwell – Long Funeral Home on Central
Avenue.  

After concluding his business career, Mr. Frazee
and his wife, the former Beulah Hamilton, traveled
extensively, touring many foreign countries.  He
died in 1949 at his home in Rushville and is buried
at East Hill Cemetery.  At the time of his death, the
folks in his little hometown of Orange were still
calling the operator.  I wonder what he would think
of the cell phones we all take for granted seventy
years in the future. 

Frazee Children's Home.  (Author Photo) Frazee Home at 920 Central in 1930.  (Author Photo)

Frazee Home at 920 Central today.  (Author Photo)

L.A. Frazee seated at 920 Central.  (Author Photo)

• WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF RIFLES, 
SHOTGUNS, HANDGUNS & AR’S

• OUR SHELVES ARE FULL OF AMMO, 
OPTICS & ACCESSORIES

• WE HAVE EVERYTHING FOR YOUR
HUNTING, FISHING & SHOOTING NEEDS

• NOW BUYING GINSENG & YELLOW ROOT
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Pioneer Restaurant
Brookville, Indiana
(Behind the Courthouse)

765-647-7935
• Full Breakfast Menu (Mon - Sat)

• Daily Lunch Specials
• Open Early, Open Late

(Mon - Sat 7am - ? Sun 12 - 12)
• Ice & Carry-out Available

• Where good food, friends & spirits come together
• Steak, Chicken & Seafood

““GGrreeaatt  WWeeeekkeenndd  BBooaatt  &&  BBiikkee  PPaarrkkiinngg””

General Purpose 
Hauling & Delivery

Regular scheduled or hot shot loads, trailer delivery
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

DOT & MC Certified
Herbert L. Redd

Catamount Trading Company
1513 W. 12th Street

Connersville, IN 47331
catamounttrading@gmail.com

765-333-9014
VISA, MC, AMEX, Discover

Catamount Trading Company
by Herbert L. Redd

Greetings from The Catamount Trading
Company.  My name is Herbert L. Redd.  I have
been in the Festival Concession business for over
27 years.  I go to various festivals, county fairs, and
flea markets around the State to sell “phair phood”
to the general public.  My signature items are
grilled corn dogs, (yes grilled, not deep fried),

Herbert L. Redd, owner of Catamount Trading Company standing next to his General Purpose Hauling and Delivery truck.  Another view of his truck.  (Herbert Redd Photos)
walking tacos, and the world’s greatest lemon
shake ups.  I have been in the customer service and
culinary business for nearly 35 years in some
capacity or another, beginning with the US Military
Club system, way back in the early 80’s.  I find it
to enjoyable to meet and greet the general public
and help satisfy their wants, needs, and desires.
My season runs from May until October each year.

During the winter, I operate a general hauling,
trailer delivery, and handyman, business.  I pick up
and deliver most anything, most anywhere,  assem-
ble furniture and other kits, and whatever else is

needed of which I am capable.  My box truck and
me have been to a lot of places and hauled a lot of
things, but ensuring the safe delivery of your
“stuff” is what is the most important to me.  I can
carry about 3000 pounds of “stuff” in a completely
enclosed, weather proof, container, or pull a 10,000
pound trailer most anywhere within a 300 mile
radius of Connersville.  I am fully insured,  DOT
and MC certified and also accept VISA, MC,
AMEX, and Discover.

You have a Blessed Day, and look I forward to
hearing from you, soon.

Pond Fountains & Aerating Systems improve your ponds
overall water quality by adding a much needed source of
oxygen, to reduce stagnant water.  This helps control and
decrease excessive algae growth.  It will lessen sediment
accumulation at the bottom of your pond.  Buying a fountain
or aeration system is as easy as 1,2,3 with our online store!
Not sure which one is right for you? 

Call us at 513-623-1731 or 
Log On To Our Facebook Page

https://m.facebook.com/BarlionFAS/

BARLION

PLEASE  SUPPORT  THE
ADVERTISERS  IN  THE  GAD-AA-BBOUT Roaming The Outdoors
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accessories too.  Also if you need any kind of hard-
ware you will be in the right place to get that too.
Tell them you read about them in The Gad-a-bout.

Mendenhall True Value Hardware Store is located
at 125 South West 5th Street in Richmond, Indiana.
Owned and operated by John and Kyle Mendenhall.
They are located on the North East Corner of U.S. 40
and South West 5th St.  Tell them you read about them
in The Gad-a-bout.  You can contact them by calling
765-962-4842.
FORD 65TH ANNUAL INDIANAPOLIS BOAT,

SPORT & TRAVEL SHOW
INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS

FEBRUARY 15TH THRU 24TH, 2019 
See Page 16 & 17, Outdoor Writer and

Contributor to The Gad-a-bout, Mike Schoonveld,
has written an article for this show on page 16.  

On page 17 is a full page ad entitled “Learn
Secrets From The Pros.”  Twenty Pro Fishermen are
shown on this page telling you the fish or type of
fishing each will doing a Seminar from February 15-
24 at this show.  

Also it shows you the Seminars that will be fea-
tured at the Deer Turkey & Waterfowl Hunting Expo
February 21-24 

For a more complete schedule and activities log
onto INDYSPORTSHOW.COM .

I hope you stop by my booth in Tackle Town
(Blue Ribbon Pavilion Booth).  My booth space is
easy to find, it’s the third one on the right just past
the south entrance from the parking area to the Blue
Ribbon Pavilion (Tackle Town).  I will be looking
forward to seeing everyone again this year.  

Be sure to stop by and pick up your Gad-a-bout.

We’ll have lots of Gad-a-bout Territory information
(See map on bottom half of front page for Gad-a-
bout Territory).  For complete details of the Ford
65th Annual Indianapolis Boat, Sport & Travel Show
at the Indiana State Fairgrounds, visit their website at
www.indysportshow.com.

I look forward to see many of you that stops by
each year and I get to meet many more of you.

There will be some of the writers in the booth who
appear in The Gad-a-bout.  They will be listed in the
March Gad-a-bout which will also be handed out at
this show.  I’m a little behind in my work, didn’t get
it done for this one.

YOU ARE ALWAYS ON ‘THIN ICE’
District 5 Indiana Conservation Officers are

advising citizens across the Wabash Valley of the
potential hazards of being on frozen lakes, ponds,
rivers, and streams this winter.

Recent temperatures in the Wabash Valley have
brought about thin sheets of ice.

Indiana Conservation Officers ask everyone to be
vigilant and keep a watchful eye on neighborhood
retention ponds, lakes and other waterways for those
who may venture out and find themselves in trouble.

Every winter, thousands of Hoosiers safely enjoy
fishing, skating, hiking, or just sliding around on
frozen ponds and lakes. And every year, people drown
after falling through ice. Just like re-learning how to
drive on snow versus clear roads, some Hoosiers need
to re-learn how to safely have fun on ice.

Conservation Officers want citizens to put safety
first. Here are a few tips to remember when consider-
ing standing on or walking on a frozen lake or pond: 

No ice is safe ice. 
Test the thickness of the ice with an ice auger.  At

least 4 inches of ice is recommended for ice fishing;
5 inches is recommended for snowmobiling. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

DS Stoves In Stock Now
28 Deli Meats

45 Cheeses
Weekly Deli Specials

Daily Sandwich Specials
Roll Butter

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-5:00 pm / Sat 8 am-4:00 pm / Closed Sun
Deli Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am-4:30 pm / Sat 8 am-3:30 pm / Closed Sun
8 mi. North of Greensburg or 10 mi. South of Rushville on SR3

Call: 765-629-2604

Troyer’s Country Store & Bakery
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Left to Right Front Row: Rick Coffey, Tom Brunner, Larry Davis, Bob McKinley, Bob Light and Ron Anderson.  Back Row:  Terry Shipley,
Charlie Brown, Alan Alcorn, Clyde Legear, Rob Spurrier and Ray Dickerson.  (Author Photo)

www.riggle-waltermann.com

War souvenirs
See Miles or Sharrie

216 South 8th Street, Richmond, IN 47374
Bus. (765) 966-0417

1-800-686-2769
hhq313arty@frontier.com

GLOVES-WOOL-
BLANKETS-
PINS-PATCHES-
BOOKS-BELTS-
KNIVES-
INCENSE-
AND LOTS MORE

GTE - Get Together 12-19-18
Cracker Barrel Restaurant

by Ray Dickerson
(GTE 1975 - 1993)

I got a call from Tom Brunner early in
December asking if I could attend a little get
together at Cracker Barrel Restaurant in
Richmond on 12-19-2018.  He and a few GTE and
current outside cable guys were getting together
for breakfast. He said I should be there at 9 a.m.  I
thanked him, feeling honored to even be asked.  I
envisioned about 8 to 10 being there!  

It has been 28 years since I took a buy out from GTE.
I arrived at Cracker Barrel right at 9 a.m.  I was

surprised to see what I later found out was 23 guys

there.  I recognized a few of them, Clyde Legear
was following me into the room.  So we sat at a
vacant table and began talking a bit.  A waitress
took our order, I figured it would take quite
awhile.  I got up and told several guys to tell the
other guys I wanted to get a photo of the group
before anyone left.  I sat back down at our table
and our food arrived.  Some one at a adjacent
table, “hey, how’d you guys get your food already.
Clyde replied something about sitting with the
Press.  I just laughed and began eating.   

The hour or so passed quickly, there was a stir-
ring as some of the guys indicated they were going
to have to leave.  I got up and insisted everyone
assemble outside for a group photo.

I’m so glad most of the 25 attendee’s stayed for
the photo.  It was one of the most enjoyable photo
sessions I’ve had the privilege to do.  I began telling

Ray Dickerson
GTE Richmond Control Center Clerk

Steve Walker
GTE Richmond Central Office

Randy Ross (Deceased)
GTE Rushville Cable Splicer

them where to stand, tall ones in the back, short
ones out front.  Once they stopped mingling I went
down the line moving some of them so I could see
them all.  I must admit they minded me better this
day than they did back when I was dispatching
some of them on trouble calls in the 1970’s & 80’s.

A few of us stood around for a little while talk-
ing about old times and current times before going
our seperate ways.  I thanked Tom for inviting me.

I found these old photos I had taken during the
18 years I worked at GTE.  The photo with Randy
Ross I took fishing with him on Brookville Lake
once.  He loved fishing for smallmouth bass near
Red Brick point.  

Note: I had to put Clyde Legear and myselt in
the photo, after the fact.  Our heads may look a lit-
tle out of place, my photo-magic is not as accurate
as it used to be when I was a bit younger.   
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CUSTOM HOG & BEEF PROCESSING
“Venison Sausage and Hams”

Custom Curing
Hickory Smoked Hams & Bacons

CATERING
(765) 478-3426      1-800-846-6328

www.rihmfoods.com

Riverside Sporting Goods

1811 N. Washington St.
Marion, IN 46952 • 765-662-1590

Family Owned & Operated
Manager:  Chad Phillips

Fishing • Live Bait • Tackle • Propane
Ice • Hunting • Guns • Ammo • Archery

Personal Protection • Canoe Rental
U-Haul Rental - 765-664-7939

TTEXAS
JACK’S

LOCK, STOCK & BARREL

765.847.5225
A Western & General Store

Many new items added to the store weekly
Victor Dog Food, A Variety of Horse Feed, Hardware

Ammunition, Knives, Saddles, Clothing etc.
Abbott’s Candy, Amish Country Popcorn

We Sell Hunting & Fishing License
“JACK BALES - TRAIL BOSS”

403 W. Main St., Fountain City, IN 47341
Open: 9-5 Mon, Tues, Thrs, Fri & 10-4 Sat / Closed Wed & Sun

E-mail: texasjacks403@gmail.com Facebk: texasjackslockstock&barrel

Left to Right Front Row: George Stallings, Jack Bales, Richard Pease, Tim McAvene and Steve Harlan.  Back Row:  Stephen A. Wilhelm,
Terry Hartman and Jake Pace.  (Author Photo)

Left to Right:  Richmond GTE Employees, Ben Schneider, Bob Weller, Ed West,
Dan ? and Billy Hargrove (deceased).  (Author Photo)

Left to Right:  Richmond 10th St. GTE Office, Judy Shroyer, Marcia Ghant,
Marlene Dishman, Joanne ? and Patty Sonsini.    (Author Photo)

Left to Right:  Outside Plant Control Center, Ray Dickerson, John Reece, Larry
Snyder (deceased), Jim Skaggs, Lowell Vickers (deceased), Jack Durham
(deceased)  (Author Photo)

Left to Right:  Connie Graff Reneau and Brenda Jessee worked in Richmond
10th Street GTE Office, then both were transferred to Fort Wayne in 1993.
(Author Photo)
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Cody Case and his 12 pt. Buck taken in Decatur county 11/21/18.  (Submitted by Alex Case
via e-mail) 

Gad’s Corner
Photos sent to The Gad-a-bout for GAD’S CORNER should contain the following information: date taken, weight, points, length or other identifying information, experience if it’s your first hunt
or if you want to tell the reader about the hunt, fish caught or other outdoor experience.  Send a phone number or e-mail in case I need to contact you.  Send Photos to:  The Gad-a-bout, 105
E. South St., Centerville, IN 47330 or E-mail .jpg photos to: raythegadabout@gmail.com Questions, Call My Cell Phone:  765-9960-55767

Waylen Case and his main frame 8 point taken in Decatur county on 11/20/18.  (Submitted by
Alex Case via e-mail)

Carlie Case and her first squirrel Trifecta taken in Decatur county on 12/30/18.  (Submitted by
Alex Case via e-mail)

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

until help arrives.
“Ice is beginning to form on smaller bodies of

water. We would like to ask that the community keep a
close eye out for children in your area who may play
on the ice. It takes extreme low temperatures and quite
some time to form several inches of ice. We have not
had those conditions in the Wabash Valley this winter,”
said Indiana Conservation Officer Max Winchell.

If you see a pet or other animal in distress on the
ice, please do not venture on the ice after it.  This can
often end in tragedy.  Contact your local emergency
response personnel who are equipped to make a res-
cue on thin ice.

Some bodies of water will appear to be frozen
solid but actually can have thin ice in several unsus-

pecting areas. Flowing water, such as rivers and
streams, should be avoided when covered by a layer
of ice. Water that is surrounded by sand may freeze
with inconsistencies in the thickness of the ice.

Underground springs, wind, waterfowl and other
animals can also keep areas of ice thin.

Editor’s Note: I know this is a second article on
warnings about ‘Thin Ice” but an unsuspected fall
through ice can be extremely dangerous and deadly
if this happens to you.  Conservation Officer Travis
Stewart wrote “Fishing in the Frozen, not Freezing
Becoming Frozen” see it on page 7 in this issue.

If you have any questions or comments about The
Gad-a-bout see page 3 for my contact information.

Be Safe!

If you don’t know….don’t go. 
Wear life jackets or flotation coats. 
Carry ice hooks and rope gear. 
When on the ice, leave a note with a friend or fam-

ily member of your whereabouts. 
Don’t test the thickness of the ice while alone. 
Indiana Conservation Officers say the best rule of

thumb is, when walking on ice, to believe you are
‘walking on thin ice.’ Wearing a life jacket is espe-
cially important when on the ice. If you fall through,
a life jacket will keep your head above the water
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Link up to us at www.INDIANAOUTFITTERS.com
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www.fieldsoutdooradventures.com


