
ROGAN EQUIPMENT, INC.
4737 National Rd. W.,  Richmond, IN 47374

1-888-966-9801 
765-966-9801

PARTS, SALES & SERVICE

www.roganequipmentinc.com
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TO ADVERTISE IN THE GAD-A-BOUT SEE RATES ON PAGE 32 • CALL TOLL FREE 1-877-855-4237 • CELL 1-765-960-5767
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GREENSBURG
Country Mart/Prem1ier Ag Pg 4

Guns & Tackle, Inc. Pg 5
Wagner’s Barber Shop Pg 21

HAGERSTOWN
David Federico, Attorney Pg 18

HARDY LAKE
Pioneer Village Pg 18

INDIANAPOLIS
Indiana State Police Pg 6 

www.Indiana Outfitters.com  Pg 9
Wannamaker Guns Pg 27

KNIGHTSTOWN
Knightstown Meats & Catering Pg 30

McDonald’s Bait & Tackle Pg 29
KOKOMO

Kokomo Marine Pg 8
Martino’s Italian Villa Pg 10
LAKE MICHIGAN AREA

Brother Nature Charters Pg 12
LAUREL

Laurel Hotel & Restaurant Pg 11
LEXINGTON

McCleery’s Dog Carriers. Pg 24
LIBERTY

Carl Sharp State Farm Ins Pg 23
Country Mark Station Pg 11

J’s Restaurant Pg 11
J.A. Bertch Hardware Pg 23

Liberty Restaurant Pg 11
P.R.S. Insurance Pg 26

Pizza King Pg 22
The Country Store Pg 3

Woodruff’s Supermarket Pg 4
LITTLE YORK

Little York Store & Restaurant Pg 2
LOGANSPORT

Dale Hardy Supplies Pg  25
MADISON

Burris Elect & Plumbing Pg 7
Madison Outdoors Pg 13

MARION
Riverside Sporting Gds Pg 21

McCORDSVILLE
Cap’n Hooks Bait & Tackle Pg 7

METAMORA
Hearthstone Restaurant Pg 11

MILROY
Milroy Shoes Pg 16

Troyers Country Store & Bakery Pg 27
MUNCIE

Light House Bait & Tackle Pg 28
NEW CASTLE

J & J Farms Pg 2
NINEVEH

Ed’s Trading Post Pg 13

ADVERTISER INDEX
YOU CAN PICK UP A FREE COPY 
OF THE GAD-A-BOUT AT THESE

ADVERTISER LOCATIONS LISTED 
INDIANA
AMBOY

IN Deer & Elk Farmers’Assoc Pg 16
ALEXANDRIA

Sport-N-Wood Turkey Calls Pg 30
ANDERSON

Crackshot Guns Pg 13
Girt’s Archery Pg 28

Shadyside Bait & Tackle Pg 29
AUSTIN

Burris Electric & Plumbing Pg 7
S & L Electric Inc. Pg 16

BROOKVILLE
52 Pik-up Convenience Store Pg 5

Dairy Cottage Pg 10
Noble Boys Furniture Pg 15

Save-a-lot Pg 5
BROOKVILLE LAKE AREA

Barton Bay Pg 10
Chalet For Sale Franklin Co Pg 19

Dave’s Triangle LLC Pg 5
Dubois Creek Campground Pg 14

Frame’s Outdoor Pg 32
Hunting Land For Sale Pg 18
Midlake Trading Post Pg 16

Parkside Marine & More Pg 3
Quakertown Marina Pg 20

Steve’s Marine Pg 12
Whitewater Valley RV’s & 

Insurance Pg 7 
CAMBRIDGE CITY

Amish Cheese Shop Pg 15
CAMPBELLSBURG

Norm’s Bait Shop Pg 20
CONNERSVILLE

Griffey Farms Pg 22
DEPUTY

Marion’s Greenhouse Pg 10
DERBY

House on Ohio River For Sale Pg 13
DUBLIN

Rihm's Meat Processing Pg 21
FARMLAND

Concrete Creations Pg 13
Farmland Conservation Club 

Archery Shoot Pg 25
GAS CITY

Gas City Bait & Tackle Pg 30
GREENFIELD

Highsmith Guns Pg 28
Jensen’s Pawn & Guns Pg 23

NOBLESVILLE
Log Home Center Pg 18

NURPU River & Mtn Supply Pg 15
NORTH VERNON

Diekhoff Mower Sales Pg 2
John’s Gun & Tackle Pg 25

PARKER CITY
Ludco Gun Shop Pg 24

PATOKA LAKE
Poor Boys Country Store Pg 11

REMINGTON
Caboose Lake Campground Pg 14

RICHMOND
Army Navy Store Pg 15

Best Stop Auto Care Pg 16
Davis Transmissions Pg 28
Mendenhall Hardware Pg 15

Middleton Tool Sharpening Pg 3
Riggle-Waltermann Mortuary Pg 18

Rogan Equipment Inc Pg 1
Tri County Awards Pg 29

ROCKVILLE
Rockville Lake Park & Camp Pg 14

RUSHVILLE
Farthing Grocery Pg 2

Fields’ Outdoor Adventures Pg 17
SALEM

Red Barn Bait Shop Pg 19
SALAMONIES LAKE AREA
Bozarth Country Store Pg 8

D&J’s Corner Mart Pg 14
Peacepipe Bait & Tackle Pg 26

SCOTTSBURG
C & T Cycles Pg 6

Rick & Jeff’s Floor Coverings Pg 20
Scotts Ace Hardware Pg 14

SELMA
Dry Dock Marina Pg 19

Light House Bait & Tackle Pg 28
SHELBYVILLE

The Gun Den Pg 26
SEYMOUR

Burris Elect & Plumbing Pg 7
STRAUGHN

Girt’s Archery Pg 28
SUMMIT LAKE AREA

Summit Lake Bait & Tackle Pg 21
VALLONIA

Tollivers Hunting & Fishing Supls Pg  27
VERSAILLES

SEastern IN Hunting Properties Pg 22
VEVAY

Dutch Discount Groceries Pg 15
OHIO

CINCINNATI, OHIO
Boytim Charter Service Lake Erie Pg 12

Stories by Golden Eagle Pg 10

ADVERTISER
SUPPORTING PICK-UP LOCATIONS

ABINGTON
Abington General Store

ALEXANDRIA
Clock Shop

ATTERBURY
Atterbury Fish & Wildlife Area

BEANBLOSSOM
Beanblossom Market 

BROOKVILLE LAKE AREA
Max & Mims Market

Mounds SRA DNR Office
Whitewater State Park Office

CAMBRIDGE CITY
Cutshaw Market
CENTERVILLE

Cinnamon Bakery
Gillman’s Home Center

Village Pantry 
COLUMBUS

Phoenix Guns
Premier Ag

CONNERSVILLE
30th St. Shell Station
Rem-Bu Sports Shop

ELWOOD
Collins Taxidermy

GREENFIELD
Angler’s World
GREENSBURG

Cutting Edge Sporting Goods
Petro Stopping Center

GREENS FORK
Greens Fork Little General

HAGERSTOWN
Clara’s Cafe

Willow Springs Restaurant
LYNN

True American Outfitters
MARION

Dunhams Discount Sports
METAMORA

Grist Mill
MILTON

Milton’s Mini Mart
MORGANTOWN

IGA
NEW CASTLE

Wilbur Wright Fish & Wildlife Area
OLDENBURG

Obermeyer Marathon

REAL FOOD FOR REAL PEOPLE
ROGER L MADDEN

CO-OWNER

HUNTING LICENSE
DEER & TURKEY CHECK-IN

271 N. STATE RD 39
LITTLE YORK, INDIANA 47170 USA

812-752-3555  812-580-5508
812-793-2620

rogermadden40@yahoo.com

J & J FARMS
Home Raised

All Naturally Fed Meats
Chicken, Turkey, Pork, Beef
Low Prices - High Quality

We Also Have Brown Eggs
Free Range Hens — All Natural

4199 US 36 East, New Castle

765-520-0897

Mower Sales & Service
Cummins Generators
Browning Safes

• Scag 
• Stihl 
• Echo 
• Honda

935 W. CR 115 S, North Vernon, IN 47265

Phone: (812) 346-3219
Fax: (812) 346-2935

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31
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Left Photo: When the water is still cold from
winter, bass fishing is slow, but early spring often
produces some of the largest bass of the year. The
secret is fishing baits slow and deep. As water
warms, the fish will move into the shallows.  See
more on page 13.  (Photo by Phil Junker) 

Top Right: Taking first place in Cabela’s King Kat
Tournament at Lake Tawakoni was the Stigler,
Oklahoma team of Doren and Lauren Smith with a
weight of 141.65 pounds and earning $2,700.00.
Doren and Lauren were fishing the south end of the
lake targeting 24-26 feet of water using cut shad. The
team caught a total of 7 fish for the day, but that’s all
they needed to take 1st place in the event. Teams are
allowed to weigh in their top 5 fish by weight at the
end of the day.  Read more on page 20-21  (Photo by
Larry Crecelius)
Bottom Right:  Since the snow made an appearance
in Indiana and didn’t seem to want to leave I’ve been
feeding the birds and wild animals both at my home
and office.  I know the snow has exited, at least I
hope it has left for good for this year, but who knows
with the way the weather has been.  Anyway when I
was putting out some food for the birds on South
Street I noticed a patch of red moving up the side of
a dead tree in the back yard.  I sneaked around the
side of the house to get a closer look without scaring
what ever it was off.  I peeked over the board fence
behind the house and saw this big (I mean big) red
headed woodpecker.  I had my camera so I zoomed
in for a closer look.  I then discovered that it wasn’t
a local red-headed woodpecker, it was a Pileated
Woodpecker.  The first one I had ever seen around
Centerville.  See more on my wildlife friends on
page 29. (Photo by Ray Dickerson)

THE COVER PHOTOS

Published by Ray Dickerson
P.O. Box 85

Centerville, IN 47330-0085
CONTACT THE GAD-A-BOUT

Toll Free:  1-877-855-4237 - Lv Message
Cell Phone:  765-960-5767

Office Phone:  765-855-3857
Fax:  765-855-3857 (Call First)

Website:
www.thegadabout.com

E-Mail:  thegadabout@frontier.com
COPYRIGHT BY GADCOE 2011

DISCLAIMER:  The ideas and opinions expressed by the writ-
ers appearing in The Gad-a-bout are not necessarily the same
as the publishers.

CRAFTS • GIFTS • HOME FURNISHINGS
FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES

CAMPING SUPPLIES  •  LIVE BAIT 
LP GAS  •  FIREWOOD  •  ICE
“CASE KNIFE DEALERSHIP”

302 S. Main St., Liberty, IN 47353
765-458-9977
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MIDDLETON
TOOL SHARPENING &

THE CAR CLINIC
IMPORTS & DOMESTIC • PARTS & SERVICE

AUTO REPAIR • TUNE UPS • BRAKES
ENGINE DIAGNOSIS • AIR CONDITIONING

LARRY MIDDLETON - OWNER ASE CERTIFIED

630 N.W. 5th STREET
RICHMOND, IN 47374

765-962-6996

37 YEARS EXPERIENCE

COMPLETE SHARPENING SERVICE

“We are located across the road from Mounds S.R.A. Entrance at Brookville Lake”

1750 FISH HAWK 200 CRUISER CX

E-mail:  pmarine@wwvremc.net Website:  parksidemarineandmore.com

CRESTLINER 
BOATS

DEALER OF THE YEAR

HARRIS
Flotebote

1900 SUPER HAWK

““““2222000011111111””””

SSSSPPPPRRRRIIIINNNNGGGG    SSSSPPPPEEEECCCCIIIIAAAALLLL
UUNNNNBBEEEEAAAATTAAAABBLLEEEE    PPRRIICCEEEESSSS!!!!

““AAAALLLL    IIIINN--SSTTOOCCKK    UUNNIIIITTSS””””

250 GRAND MARINER 

7191 Fox Run Rd Brookville, IN 47012
765-647-4619

1600 FISH HAWK
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THE GAD-A-BOUT IS FREE 
At Advertiser locations, Advertiser support loca-

tions, Developing areas and on my website.
www.thegadabout.com

WAYNE COUNTY COON HUNTERS
UKC YOUTH EDUCATION PROGRAM

BENCH/HUNT MAY 21, 2011
The Wayne County Coon Hunters Association,

Inc. located at 4251 State Road 1 South, just south of
Milton, Indiana is holding a U.K.C. Youth Education
Program (YEP) on May 21, 2011.  The YEP starts at
2:30 p.m. followed by the Bench Show at 7:30 p.m.,
entry fee is $5.00.  The Hunt starts at 9:30 p.m., the
entry fee is $5.00.  

Trophies:  Blue Creek Dog Supplies, Dog
Houses, Nite Time Hunting Supplies, Lites, Bench
Show Stand.

For further information contact:  Brian Cameron
(765) 524-5875.

by Ray Dickerson

RRooaammiinngg  TThhee  OOuuttddoooorrss

Full Service Meat Department
Produce, Dairy, Groceries & General Merchandise

Hours: Monday-Thursday 6 am - 9 pm
Friday-Saturday 6 am - 10 pm

Sunday 6 am - 7 pm

Woodruff’s
Supermarket

10 South Main St., Liberty, IN
at the Corner of St. Rd. 44 & U.S. 27

“Get Everything You Need At One Handy Location”

Call Us At 765-458-6213

Boys & Girls Club just to
name a few.  We also
have an active school eye
glass program to help stu-
dents get the glasses they
need to succeed in school
plus at the invitation of
the school nurse we go
into the schools to do
FREE vision screenings.

If you would like to
learn more about the
Lions Club or how to
become a member you
can do so by visiting our

website at www.richmondlionsclub.com or by call-
ing the current Lions Club President at 765-749-
7233.

We appreciate your support and hope to see you
at the 59th Annual Richmond Lions Club Home &
Business Expo.

LOST A GOOD FRIEND FEB 11, 2011
EARL BRASFIELD 

My good friend Earl Brasfield passed away on
February 11, 2011 at the age of 68.  Earl and his wife,
Anna Cofer Brasfield formerly owned the Liberty
Motel and advertised in The Gad-a-bout for many
years.  Earl and Anna moved to Centerville and were
my neighbors here on School Street for several years
now.  Earl loved to fish, he was a Veteran of the U.S.
Army and was a former member of the American
Legion.  Since retiring from Printgraphics Earl
enjoyed furniture upholstering and relaxing at home
with Anna and Yoda (Bobtail Siamese cat). 

Earl’s service was held on February 16, 2011 at
Mills Funeral Home in Centerville, he was buried
February 16, 2011 at the Abington Cemetery. 

Earl Brasfield January 5, 1943 to February 11, 2011
EASTER SEALS CSA

“Easter Seals of Wayne and Union Counties
awards one (1) scholarship in the amount of $500.00
to a graduate of any accredited high school in Union
or Wayne County who will be pursuing studies, edu-

Top Photo:  The Richmond Lions Club vision screening
booth on health night.  Bottom Photo:  A demo by Cindy
Reed from Lucinda Interiors on demo night.  (Photos
provided by Marc Clevenger)

RICHMOND LIONS CLUB 59TH 
ANNUAL HOME & BUSINESS EXPO

APRIL 13-15, 2011 AT RAPER CENTER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29

(Submitted by Mark Clevenger)
Spring is coming and that can only mean one

thing the Richmond Lions Club Home and Business
Expo is just right around the corner.  April 13 -15,
2011 is the date and the Raper Center located on the
Wayne County Fairgrounds is the place to be.  This
year’s event will include everything from interior
design, to remodeling, to landscaping and much,
much more.  We will once again feature “theme
nights” which include.

Wednesday, April 13th is “Community Night”
where we will showcase the many non-profit organ-
izations in our show by giving each one the opportu-
nity to tell those in attendances what services they
offer and how to take advantage of them.  The enter-
tainment for the evening will be “Country Strings”;
if you like the sounds of dulcimers, harmonicas and
the pennywhistle then you don’t want to miss this.

Thursday, April 14th is our “Wellness Night”.
Are you in need of a physician?  If so, stop by the
Reid Hospital booth and see how they can help.
Entertainment will be Cari Sweigart with ZUMBA
the newest dancing exercise that everyone is talking
about.  Wear your dancing clothes and join in the fun.

Friday, April 15th is “Kids Night”.  Bring the
whole family to this fun filled evening.  Some of the
things we have planned include Lowes building toys
with the kids and Bounce Palace will be there so the
kids can burn off some of that energy.

The Home and Business Expo will be open each
evening from 6-9PM.  Admission is just $2.00 per
person with kids 12 and under being admitted FREE
with a paying adult.  You can also get in FREE by
donating a pair of eyeglasses, used cell phone or
hearing aid.  Don’t have any of those?  Donate 1
non-perishable food item and receive $1.00 off
admission price.  

For the past 2 years the Richmond Lions Club
has been blessed to be able to cook and serve lunch-
es at the St. Paul’s Episcopal soup kitchen on the 5th
Wednesday of the month.  All food items collected
will be donated to their food pantry to help further
our “WE SERVE” motto.

When you enter the Home & Business Expo you
will be given a ticket for a chance to win one of our
8 nightly door prizes.  The concession stand will be
featuring our famous Pork Burgers, Hot dogs,
Nachos and drinks.  Want something on the sweet
side?  Visit our Country Store and they will be glad
help you out.  And don’t forget to get your “dill
pickle” before you leave.

The Richmond Lions Club is part of the world’s
largest service organization.  Our motto is “WE
SERVE”.  We do this by donating all monies raised
back to the local community through donations to
several non-profit organizations including Safety
Village, Adult Day Care, RCS Study Buddy and
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Brookville Lake Guide Service
Guide:  Tag Nobbe

Phone:  765-647-4329
Cell:  765-265-3238

Web: www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com

Near Brookville Lake just south of Brookville on U.S. Hwy 52 (765) 647-3600

Brookville Walleye
Fishing in April

Thank God we can finally see a little light at the
end of the tunnel. For some reason this year winter
just seemed longer and colder than normal. I'm sure
I speak for a lot of people when I say I'm glad spring
is just around the corner.  

April is a great time to be alive. Everything
seems to be waking up from a long sleep and the
walleye is no exception. Every year it’s the same, as
the water temperature moves through the mid 40's

Walleye get the urge to move to the rocks. If you
can't find them there check out the rivers. Walleye
are also drawn up rivers. One good place to look is
the stilling basin just below the Brookville dam.
Another good area is the river above the lake. In
April the walleye are going to be shallow so don't be
afraid to look for them in water as shallow as one
foot. One thing to keep in mind though, if you can
see them they can see you.

Spring is one of those times in the year that more
than likely we are going to get a lot of rain. When
this happens it will make the river above the lake less
fishable due to the amount of current. But when the
water recedes get back out there. A great bait to use
is a 1/16 ounce lead head jig tipped with a minnow
or tipped with a three inch curly tail. If the water is
muddy use an orange, chartreuse, brown or green
curly tail. If the water is clear use white, silver or
pearl curly tails.

When the river above the lake is too high and
muddy switch your attention to the stilling basin
below the dam. Usually the Army corp. of engineers
will have to hold the water back for a time to give the
Ohio River a chance to recede. This is your window
of opportunity but only until they start dumping the
lake. When this happens it will make the stilling
basin less fishable also.

To find out the outflow at the stilling basin go to
my web site www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com

Click on lake report find Brookville, it’s about
the 7th lake property from the top. Look to the right
till you see the numbers in blue, this is the exact lake
level in real time. Winter pool is 740.00 Elev. and
summer pool is 748.00 Elev., keep looking to your
right the 3rd column from the right is the outflow at
the stilling basin. CFS means cubic feet per second.
So if it reads 135 it means there releasing 135 cubic
feet per second of water from the lake. This amount
of water released to the stilling basin will not even
create a current, but if you check it and its about
1500 cubic feet per second, the stilling basin will
have so much current it will also be less fishable. The
same baits you use in the river above the lake will

by Tag Nobbe
Professional Fishing Guide

SSoo  YYoouu  WWaannnnaa  CCaattcchh
MMoorree  FFiisshh

is hope for a stupid one every once and awhile. 
This will last for about two weeks. From this

point I believe the walleye have to go through a recu-
peration period for about a week. From here they
switch from their spawning areas to their feeding
areas. This is where you want to concentrate your
efforts. Look for places where all the other fish in the
lake will start their spawning cycles. 

Good Luck Tag
If you need more info E Mail me at

tag@tagnobbe.com or go to the web site
www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com or call my cell
phone 765-265-3238.  I guide fish for walleye,
striped bass, and crappie starting mid-April till the
mid December 7 days a week on Brookville Lake.
We fish out of a 2007 Lund Pro V 2025 with a 225
Honda motor. I supply everything all the way down
to cleaning the fish. I can take 1 – 4 people. The price
is according to how many people go $400.00 for 4
people $325.00 for 3 people $275.00 for 2 people
and $225.00 for 1 person. We start at 7:00 am and
fish till 1:00 To schedule trips call me at home 765-
647-4329 or on my cell phone 765-265-3238.

Fully licensed and insured for 14 years now.

PRE - 1964 WINCHESTER’S & COLLECTABLES

SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA’S
LARGEST GUN TRADER!

MARVIN L. COLE

ROBERTA S. COLE

812-663-2030

• CASE KNIVES      • DISCONTINUED -

WINCHESTER 9422 & 9417 RIFLES

• TRAP GUNS - 17 HMR RIFLES

• RELOADING COMPONENTS

• PROFESSIONAL & REASONABLE

GUNSMITH

• NITE LITES 

“SPECIAL ORDERS & LAYAWAYS”

1510 NORTH LINCOLN STREET, GREENSBURG, INDIANA 47240

DAVE’S TRIANGLE LLC

BOAT  STORAGE

•GUNS & AMMO  •BAIT &TACKLE
•FISHING & HUNTING SUPPLIES •ICE

•SNACKS  •SOFT DRINKS •FIREWOOD
“PIZZA & SANDWICHES -LOCAL DELIVERY”

SUN - THUR  8 AM - 5 PM
FRI & SAT  8 AM - 7 PM

Hazel & Dave Wilcox Jr

2955 S. Old Dunlapsville Road2955 S. Old Dunlapsville Road
LibertyLiberty, IN  47353, 765-458-7106, IN  47353, 765-458-7106

MON. - THURS. 8 A.M. - 8 P.M.
FRI. 8 A.M. - 9 P.M. • SAT. 8 A.M. - 8 P.M.

SUN. 8 A.M. - 5 P.M.

11143 U.S. 52
Brookville, IN 47012

(765) 647-2781

work just as good in the
river below the lake. The
only difference is you
will never have muddy
water in the river below
the lake it may be swift
but it won't be muddy.

If you find yourself at
this time of the year fish-
ing in the lake, look for
rocky areas that the sun
shines on most of the day,
this in turn will be the
warmest water in the
lake. The walleye in
Brookville Lake will start
to spawn when the sur-
face temperature reaches
about 46 degrees. The
problem with trying to
catch walleye in April is
that they are awake all
night looking for
romance and resting all
day thinking about what
they are going to be
doing as soon as it gets
dark again.  All we can do Walleye & Yellow Perch Artwork by Bob Hines / U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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Photogammetry-New Technology
Used in Investigations

You’ve heard me say before, crash investigation
is the worst part of my job.  The human element, peo-
ple getting injured, maimed and killed, is what makes
it so hard.  The actual investigation part of what hap-
pened at a crash scene can be as interesting as any
investigation.  

You interview witnesses, you take photographs
and you measure the scene.  All these along with a
general understanding of physics, and a few other
factors, help you determine what happened.  Now the
measuring part can be quite time consuming, espe-
cially at a serious or fatal crash scene.  Just four years
ago I kept a laser in my car.  I could use it to “clock”
cars, but more importantly, could use it to “shoot”
(take) measurements at scenes.  This greatly reduced
time spent at scenes.

Through the IN-TIME (INdiana-Traffic Incident
Management Effort,) initiative funding was obtained
to purchase Photogrammetry equipment for over 120
Indiana Law Enforcement Officers statewide.   The
Indiana State Police has Troopers trained in all 14
ISP districts on Photogrammetry.   The equipment
includes a camera, tripod, markers and software.  

Items or locations at a scene, both traffic and
criminal, are identified with markers and then the
scene is photographed.  We then download the pic-
tures into a computer and the software program
allows us to match the markers from photo to photo.
After the matches are completed the software will
provide a diagram of the scene in a 3D presentation.
Since Indiana began using Photogrammetry in June
of 2009 we are saving, on average, one hour and 47
minutes per scene.

Major Melville, current chair of the IN-TIME
initiative, says he believes “this one piece of technol-
ogy has already been a significant factor in reducing
secondary crashes by opening roadways much quick-
er than before. These technologies, along with other
IN-TIME best practices, are geared to open roadways
while still providing safety for all first responder dis-
ciplines, along with the incident victim and those

stuck in traffic backups.”
Remember last month we learned that for every

minute a road is closed it will take four minutes for
that stopped traffic to clear up.  Keeping that in mind,
using Photogrammetry just in this last year, we have
saved you, the motoring public, over 899 hours of sit-
ting in stopped traffic or working your way through
that traffic back up.  Now that’s technology that
works!  

Spring Time – Time to Beware
Internet, Phone and Mail Scams
Spring time seems to usher in the “Scam

Season.”  According to the FBI, losses in the U.S.
have shot up 110% from 2008 due to on line fraud.
The FBI received 5315 complaints from Indiana cit-
izens in 2009. (2010 stats were not available.)
Losses throughout the state in 2009 totaled over $10,
900,000. The average monetary loss per case is $500.
I personally worked a case a few years ago where the
victim lost over $11,000 dollars “purchasing” an R.V.

It turns out someone had put a fake add on E-
Bay, copying a real add to use as their fake one.  Of
course, the deal was “too good to be true.”  As it
turned out, the deal wasn’t true and the victim never
recovered his money or the RV. Non-delivery of pur-
chased items, one of the most common acts of inter-
net fraud, made up 11.3% of all losses in 2009.    

In February we started having people call and
stop by the post with email notices and phone calls
from a supposed “Federal Agent” saying they had
won a sweepstakes. The email or caller would give a
fake name and agency that they “worked” for, usual-

by Sgt. John D. Bowling

News  from  the
Indiana  State  Police

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27

“DON’T LET THIS BE YOU”
IF YOU CHOOSE TO DRIVE IN A DRUNKEN STATE…

DON’T DO IT IN OUR STATE!
OVER THE LIMIT...UNDER ARREST

INDIANA STATE POLICE
(PHOTO PROVIDED BY DEAN OREWILER & TRINE UNIVERSITY)

Indiana State Police with Photogammetry set up along interstate.  (Photo by John Bowling)
ly the FBI.  It’s hard to believe that people will send
money to get money from a sweepstakes they’ve
never heard of or entered.

The below is printed directly from The FBI’s IC3
website:

Fraudsters tell victims they won a sweepstakes or
lottery, but to receive a lump sum   pay out, they must
pay the taxes and processing fees upfront. Fraudsters
direct individuals to call a telephone number to initi-
ate a letter of instructions. The letter alleges that the
victim may elect to take an advance on the winnings
to make the required upfront payment. The letter
includes a check in the amount of the alleged taxes
and fees, along with processing instructions.
Ultimately, victims believe they are using the
advance to make the required upfront payment, but in
reality they are falling prey to the scheme.

The victim deposits the check into their own
bank, which credits the account for the amount of the
check before the check clears. The victim immediate-
ly withdraws the money and wires it to the fraudsters.
Afterwards, the check proves to be counterfeit and
the bank pulls the respective funds from the victim's
account, leaving the victim liable for the amount of
the counterfeit check plus any additional fees the
bank may charge.

Persons may fall victim to this scheme due to the
allure of easy money and the apparent legitimacy of
the check the fraudsters include in the letter of
instruction. The alleged cash prizes and locations of
the financial institutions vary.

In each instance, when I spoke to someone ask-
ing the State Police about an email or phone call, I

WEEKDAYS
9-6

SATURDAY
9-12

15% OFF ALL ATV ACCESSORIES IN STOCK
10% OFF SPECIAL ORDERS

We Service All Major Brands of ATV’s
From Oil Changes to Complete Rebuilds
Hwy 31 S. in Scottsburg, IN.  Just Off I-65

30 Mile. N. of Louisville — 85 Miles S. of INDY.

(812) 752-5466
800-521-5344

www.candtcycles.net
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Spring stream rocks!
For too long it seemed like spring would never

get here.  It is close, right?  Well anyway, let’s
declare it to be ‘not winter’ anymore.  The rivers,
creeks and streams begin to look really inviting in
early spring.  Canoes beckon.  Floating a stream can
be just what the doctor ordered when it comes to
shaking off a lingering case of cabin fever.  Spring
rains usually provide good water levels for our
streams which can eliminate the need of having to
get out of the canoe and pull the craft through the
shallow riffle areas as is many times the case in late
summer.  

Extra caution should be taken when floating
spring streams.  Though air temperatures may be
comfortable, water temperatures have yet to warm.
Guarding against hypothermia is a must.  The rule of
thumb is to dress for the water.  Yes, the goal is to
stay in the canoe, but that doesn’t always happen.
Layering of proper clothing should be taken serious-
ly.  Specialty clothing made for canoeing and kayak-
ing is available and should be included as needed
protective gear.  Wearing a good PFD is essential.
Trying to put a PFD on in the midst of an accident is
like trying to put a seatbelt on during a crash.  It sim-

by PIO Gary Catron

Indiana Department of 
Natural Resource News

ply doesn’t work!  High buoyancy PFDs are avail-
able and should be considered.

The biggest hazard in rivers and streams is cur-
rent.  It is also the most often overlooked.  Though
not being known for having world class whitewater,
Hoosier streams this time of year can sometimes be
technically challenging.  Knowing how the changing
currents affect your canoe and how to traverse these
areas has to be learned.  This is not the time to be a
first time paddler.  

One important skill to know when paddling
rivers is what to do if you fall out of a canoe or
kayak.  It often seems natural to immediately attempt
to stand up.  This is the wrong thing to do and can
result in a foot entrapment.  This is when a foot or a
leg becomes wedged between rocks, tree roots or
other objects in the riverbed and the pushing current
force makes it difficult for a person to free them-
selves.  The combination of eventual fatigue and a
rising river can result in disaster if help isn’t nearby.
The reality is help often isn’t nearby.  The proper
skill to know is the ‘self-rescue’ position.  Since we
are already wearing a PFD we are buoyant and ready
to float so there is no need to attempt to stand up.
The proper self-rescue position is to float on your
back and paddle with your hands maneuvering to
face downstream with your feet up so your toes are
visible slightly above the surface.  Body positioning
is similar to being in a recliner chair.  This allows
you to see what is approaching downstream and
gives you the ability to fend off objects with your
feet.  By attaining a bit of an angle with the body in
relation to the current direction, the current force will
naturally work you to shore in the direction your
head is pointing.  This is the same principle used at
ferry crossings before we become all ‘modernized’.  

An ever present river hazard is the strainer.  This
is a feature that allows water to pass through it but
will hold objects.  Downed trees, tree roots and fenc-
ing are some examples.  These should be avoided all
together.  It is a very dangerous situation should a
canoe and occupants get pushed into a strainer.
Capsizing and being pinned underwater in the strain-
er is about as serious as it can get.  Identify and avoid
these areas.

Solid objects hazards dot our streams in the
form of bridge pilings, logs and large rocks.  If
caught on the upstream side of these, strong current
can pin, and sometimes wrap a canoe around them.
If you inadvertently find yourself in this potentially
dangerous position, lean downstream toward the
object.  This presents the rounded surface of the hull
for the current to more easily pass around while you
work yourself away from the object.  To lean
upstream at this point presents the gunwale and if it
were to dip into the current swamping would be

unavoidable.  
You should portage around all low head dams

regardless of their size.  The hazard is the hydraulic
water flow that results from water passing over the
dam.  As the water passes over and drops, it creates
a bit of a void that the water continues to refill.  The
current flows back toward the face of the dam and is
capable of holding and circulating large object for
many days.  Think of watching a large tree trunk
being tossed at the face of a low head dam and image
what it does to people and small watercraft.  Portage
and avoid!

It is not my intent to frighten anyone from taking
to our streams but to give a heads-up to some of the
potential hazards that can ruin an outing.  Those new
to paddling should start out on non-moving flat
water.  When that skill set is mastered the next step
is to experience mild current situations. Continue the
progression until a comfort level is reached as high-
er current levels are experienced.  Be wise and don’t
rush this process.

Personally, I feel as though we have had
enough of a seasonal spanking from old man winter.
It’s time we get out and do some paddling of our
own...there have to be a few fish that need caught
along the way.  Stay dry.  Be safe.

Critters, Conflict and the Web
Each year at about this time, conservation offi-

cers, as well as DNR personnel and offices every-
where, begin to field an increase in complaints of
nuisance or orphaned wildlife.  These calls range
from concerns of wildlife babies that are perceived
as being orphaned to damage of private property or
general nuisance being done by wildlife.  Assistance
for these and similar animal complaints is available
via ‘the DNR website’ with only a few clicks of the
mouse.

Once at the Indiana DNR website
(www.in.gov/dnr/), find the selection on the left side
of the page that reads ‘Land Owner & Community
Assistance’ and click on it.  This should open up sev-
eral selections.  Click on the selection ‘Fish &
Wildlife’.  The page that now appears is the nuts and
bolts for nuisance wildlife resolutions.  Land owners
can find information on how to resolve wildlife con-
flicts themselves, how to find licensed nuisance
wildlife control operators and licensed wildlife reha-
bilitators for sick or truly orphaned wildlife. 

This is the portion of the DNR website that I
seem to visit most often.  When I get inquiries and
complaints about nuisance or injured wildlife, this is
where I get the appropriate and updated referral
information.  I like it because it gives everyone the
ability to get the information they need, without
delay, 24-7.  

BURRIS
ELECTRIC &

PLUMBING
SUPPLY, INC.

COMPLETE LINE OF 
ELECTRIC & PLUMBING

CUTLER-HAMMER • G.E. SW GEAR
HYDROMATIC • BROAN

TOLL FREE 1-800-998-3576

812-794-2257

812-273-2976

812-522-7401
SEYMOUR

MADISON

110 N. O’BRIEN ST.

1-877-322-7401
2976 SHUN PIKE RD.

1-888-845-2388
199 N. FRONTAGE RD.

SINCE 1980

AUSTIN

Cap N Hook Sports
“Your Geist Lake Connection”

• Fishing   •Hunting   • Live Bait 
• Joy Dog Food

Tim Wolfe Wildlife

“Deer & Turkey Check Station”

OPEN YEAR ROUND

6383 West Broadway
McCordsville, IN 46055

(317) 336-HOOK (4665)
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Targeting Crappie & Trout
Spring is here.  It is time to put away the snow

shovel & salt; the sleds & snow skis; and the winter
coats & boots.

While April showers bring May flowers, longer
and warmer days bring cabin-fevered fishermen to
the waterways.

Many different species can be, and are, caught
during the spring season.  But we like to target rain-
bow trout and crappie this time of year.

In the area in which we reside, Dearborn County
(S.E. Indiana), we can drive twenty-five miles or less
to target the aforementioned species of fish.  The
Ohio River, Brookville Lake and five state parks in
Hamilton County, Ohio all provide us the opportuni-
ty for early season fishing success.

Of the two species of fish- crappie & trout- the
crappie provides an angler the best chance for suc-
cess.  In addition, the number of fish one can catch
and legally keep is much greater.

Crappie can be taken with an ultralight to light
action rod donned with 2-4 lb. test line.  However,
we never use fishing line with less than 6 lb. test due
to the possibility of catching a non-target species
such as bass.

Crappie like cover such as logs & trees, rocks
and sunken debris.  In addition to providing cover,
microorganisms live on these submerged structures
attracting minnows which in turn attract crappie.

by Jack & Leslie Turner

TThhee  SSiimmppllee  LLiiffee

Next to live bait, we have taken more crappie and large-
mouth bass with these lures than all others combined.  Top
Row:  Road Runners. Middle Row:  Small Crankbaits.
Bottom Row:  Beetle Spins. (Photo by Jack Turner, Jr.)

Crappie are also known for congregating in small
schools.  Catch one and you’re likely to add a few
more to your stringer or live well.

The most popular choice of bait for crappie is a
live minnow.  Some anglers run the hook under the
bottom lip and up through the head.  Others prefer to
place the hook behind the dorsal fin so that the min-
now will stay alive longer and be free to swim.
Experience has taught us that a live minnow general-
ly works better than a dead one.  But when the min-
now dies, we like to move the bait in an up and down
(vertical) motion.

Other baits that we frequently utilize for crappie
are Road Runners, Beetle Spins, small crankbaits and
ball lead-head jigs.  In early season, a slow presentation
is the name of the game.

It may be simply habit from watching fishing
shows in his teen years, but Jack sticks primarily to
three basic colors of Beetle Spins, Road Runners and
jigs.  These are chartreuse, white and yellow.  There are
times when red, black, green and purple are used, but
not as often.  A combination of colors such as white &
red, white & green, etc. may be advantageous.

When using live bait and fishing around struc-

A white crappie caught by Jack at a private pond in Dillsboror, IN. (Photo by Leslie Turner)

Hunting Check In Station
Banquet Room w/Kitchenette

Arcade Game Room
Showers (All Year)

Boat Storage (Inside)
LPGas Refill Station   

Campstore / Grocery 
Fishing Tackle, Live Bait & License   
Camping & Hunting Supplies            
Cold & Hot Drinks                              
Ice - Pizza - Sausage - Hot Dogs 
Snacks & Sandwiches            

765-981-4522
7309 East 400 South

Wabash County
Lagro, IN 46941

Save on Shipping

We Proudly Carry
Bass Pro Products

N

SALAMONIE LAKE

500 SOUTH

400 SOUTH
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0 E
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T
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T

BOZARTH CAMP/
COUNTRY STORE

LINCOLNVILLE

BOZARTH
CRAPPIE TOURNEYS

Sat April 30, Sat June 4,  Sat Sept 17
Sat & Sun Oct 1st & 2nd

Info Call Ryan 765-981-4522

KOKOMO MARINE
SALES & SERVICE

33 YEARS OF MERCURY MARINE SERVICE
Mercury / Mercruiser Master Technicians

• Spring Tune-ups  • Storage
2000 North Phillips - Kokomo, IN

(765) 457-2202

ture for crappie, some
anglers prefer to utilize a
gold hook.  This often
allows the angler to get
free from snags as the
hook bends much easier.
A stout hook is not neces-
sary when crappie fishing
as they have no teeth and

their mouths are paper thin.
Rainbow trout is another popular springtime tar-

get for the fisherman.  Pennsylvania and Tennessee
are known for their trout, especially in the creeks and
mountain streams.  But they can be taken here in
Indiana and Ohio as well.

Being a native of Pennsylvania, Jack recalls fish-
ing streams and pay lakes with his father and grand-
father in Ligonier, Ogletown and Somerset, Pa.  But
today, we can fish for trout in Brookville, Indiana as
well as the Miami-Whitewater Park or other
Hamilton County (Ohio) State Parks.

Jack hasn’t fly fished much which is a very com-
mon practice for taking trout.  Instead he uses what
he and his relatives used years ago- nightcrawlers,
canned corn, minnows, salmon eggs and Velveeta
cheese.  These have proved successful over the years
especially when two baits are used at the same time.
This can be done by attaching a monofilament leader
about twelve to eighteen inches up from the end of
the line.  Jack has also utilized spinners for taking
trout and has caught perhaps a dozen rainbows in his
lifetime with these lures.

Locations to catch trout are near rocks or in shal-
low water.  Jack has caught many trout in quiet, shal-
low-watered coves.  March through May are the
prime months for catching trout in this area.

You’ve waited for months for the snow to break,
the waterways to thaw and the temps to stay above
freezing levels.  Now that has happened so take your
wife & children to your favorite fishing hole and
catch those hungry crappie and trout.  In doing so
you’ll create memories that will last a lifetime.

Although not usually the first choice by trout fishermen,
these spinners have taken approximately a dozen fish for
me. (Photo by Jack Turner, Jr.)
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Link up to us at www.INDIANAOUTFITTERS.com
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765-4457-99181
1929 N. WASHINGTON • KOKOMO, IN

Complete Line of Sandwiches, JoJos,
Fries, Mozarella Sticks, Onion Rings, Etc.

LARGE SELECTION OF ICE CREAM,
SHAKES, SUNDAES, CYCLONES

1116 Main St. Brookville, IN 47012
Est. Oct. 02, 1958

DAIRY COTTAGE RESTAURANT
(765) 647-5451

Home  Of  Flavor  RRich  Fried  Chickenn

Barton’s 10055 State Road 101
Brookville, IN 47012

Phone/Fax 765-647-5647
E-mail:  bartonsbay@bartonsbay.com

www.bartonsbay.com
Boat Storage
and ServiceBay

I N D O O R  &  O U T D O O R  S T O R A G E

“Let Us” 
Sell Your Boat!!

CERTIFIED SERVICE MERCURY
Now Open For Season

Reserve your indoor storage NOW
STOP IN OR CALL 765-647-5647

The Rains Came ..
It is said that April Showers bring May flow-

ers, Even as I write I can hear a rumbling in the
west. Although it is clear out now, I know that in
two or three hours the clouds will roll in and
sometime around midnight the rains will come.
Hard rain (the male rain) crashing against the win-
dows and turning my yard into a natural bird bath
for any of my winged friends who dare to venture
into it.

Michael tells me that they are having a dry
year in Arizona, bad for the farmers and ranchers
and bad for the recreation areas that count on the
water. My grandmother's people, the Hopi. Are the
greatest dry land farmers in America. They plant
their four colors of corn in the valley below third
Mesa and survive on what rain they catch in their
irrigation ditches. Of course they have the only
real “Rain Dance” that I know of, the “Snake
Dance.”

The drum is the 'Voice of the Great Spirit.'
However, it was sometimes called the 'Voice of
Thunder.' 'Rain Makers' in the Nineteenth century
used a drum to bring on the rain.

March was a fairly active month for me, April
is proving to be somewhat quiet by comparison. I
have an active May to look forward to, so I hope
the rain is over and the spring is here at last.

May the Great Spirit continue to look with
favor on you and yours.

Old Chief Says:  
An imaginary ailment is worse than a disease.

PRESENTS STORIES BY
GOLDEN EAGLE

Special Gad-a-bout price of only $10.00 plus
postage and handling fee of $3.00.  Call (513)
827-6151 weekdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
order.

H.M.S. ENTERPRISES

Here is a unique tape which includes favorites
such as Grandmother Turtles Stories, the Boy
Who Was Afraid of Animals, Burnt Face and
many others.

by Golden Eagle

TTaallkkiinngg  LLeeaavveess

The Order of
RED MEN

The Improved Order of Red Men 

Greetings Brothers! An often asked question,
"why the name Red Men?"

Our fraternity was founded in 1775 and was orig-
inally known as The Sons of Liberty.  These early
patriots concealed their identities and worked "
underground" to help establish freedom and liberty
in the early colonies. We pattern ourselves after the
great Iroquois Confederacy-and its democratic gov-
erning body. The system of elected representatives to
govern tribal councils had been in existence for sev-
eral centuries.

After the American Revolution the name was
changed to The Society of Red Men. They kept the
customs and terminology of the Indians as a basic
part of the fraternity.

Prominent Americans who have belonged
include George Washington, Samuel Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, John Hancock,
Thomas Payne, Paul Revere, Theodore Roosevelt,
Warren Harding, Franklin D Roosevelt, ands thou-
sands of other citizens.

Words of Theodore Roosevelt:  "I am confident
that in the final analysis we shall find that the stabil-
ity of our government depends not so much on our
armies and navies, though they may be vastly impor-
tant, but rather, we must depend upon the
Brotherhood of Humanity as represented by the great
force of fraternity. The fraternal societies are one of
the greatest powers for good government and the
protection of the home that we have in this country.
The government will endure as long as we protect
the great interests represented by our fraternal soci-
eties."

Another question often asked, Do I have to be a
Native American to join? The answer is no.

We meet the third Thursday at MCL Cafeteria in
Richmond: eat at 6:00 PM if you wish with the meet-
ing beginning at 6:45 PM and ends at 7:30 PM. We

Marion’s Greenhouse
4 miles North of 256 on Hwy 3, Deputy, Indiana

812-866-2856
OPEN FOR SPRING!!

Bulk Garden Seed
garden plants-wide variety

Fertilizer-Mulch-Soils
ONION SETS seed potatoes

Annuals-perennials-
hanging baskets

Large gift shop full of great 
garden ideas!

Hours MON-SAT — 8:00-6:00
SUNDAYS 12-4

Come out and visit 
it’s worth the drive!!

try to have a speaker each month.
For additional information call Malcolm Greene

at 765-259-1958.

Mendenhall

125 S. W. 5th Street
Richmond, IN 47374

765-962-4842

POTATOES & 
ONION SETS,

BULK VEGETABLE SEED
FISHING
HUNTING
LICENSE

GOT
WORMS
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with Ray McCune

Kampfire  Kookin’

and sell them to help support their families.  Several
IGA and Foodland stores back there stock them in
their produce section during the short season.

In case you can’t find any ramps you might want
to substitute some small green onions in these next
‘wild’ recipes.

RAMP BURGERS ALA RAY
2 lbs. plain ground venison or deerburger (no pork or
sausage added)
1 envelope of onion soup mix
Pepper to taste (no salt as there is plenty in the onion soup mix)
1 cup to a cup and a half of chopped ramps or green onion
Olive oil enough to just coat the bottom of a non-stick skillet
Hamburger buns

Mix all ingredients together and divide into 1/4
lb. balls.  Flatten each ball between two saucers cov-
ered with plastic wrap (for easy removal) into a patty
about the size of the saucers.  Fry the 1/4-pounders in
a small amount of olive oil until they are just pink in
the center.  Fry up all of the patties and put them in a
9 X 13 inch bread pan with a cover and put the pan
of burgers in a warm oven to ‘season’ as I call it.

Now prepare the rest of the meal of say chips,
baked beans, and maybe corn on the cob and while
you’re at it, toast the buns.

When the rest of the meal is ready, take the pat-
ties out and serve them on the toasted buns with your
favorite condiments: ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise,
horsey sauce, sliced onion, pickle chips, lettuce,
sliced tomato, and cheese slices.  This recipe should
make eight servings or feed two hungry Boy Scouts.

MACARONI SALAD
(Glen Facemire said, “This recipe won a $100
Savings Bond at the Feast of the Ramson in

Richwood, WV.”)

SPRING GREENS
It’s spring and time for some ‘tonic weeds’ like:

Poke greens, Nettle, Cat’s Paw, Deer’s Tongue,
Dandelion, Lamb’s Quarter, Plantain, Violets,
Mustard, Ramps and many other wild plants.  I’ll
admit that I’m cheating a little on the wild greens a
bit because I have just watched the last bit of snow
melt in my back yard and the greens aren’t up yet in
my favorite patch of woods so I reverted to my freez-
er where I have two large packages of Allium
Tricoccum stashed away  gathered during a hunting
trip to West Virginia last year.

OK, OK, what I’m talking about is a native plant
akin to the onion family or wild leek as it were.  The
native West Virginians call them, ‘Ramps’ or short
for Rampions or Ramsons and Richwood, West
Virginia is the Ramp Capitol of the World.  Every
year they hold a Ramp Festival and they offer up
Ramps in all forms of a “. . . delicious manner” as my
mother would say.  People sell them canned, raw,
fried, pickled, or as greens with vinegar and hard
boiled eggs.  They even offer up a Ramp wine.

They are delicious and to tell you the truth they
make your breath stink like you’ve eaten a combina-
tion of extra strong onions and some very powerful
garlic all at the same time.  You will also notice a gar-
lic like stench in your perspiration for several days
after eating them so change your underwear often.

I’m not sure if there are any wild Ramps in
Indiana but if I were to take a guess I would say there
probably are some in the southern hills or maybe
around Brown County.  They like the mountains for
some reason.  So in case you run into someone along
the side of the road selling ramps by the bushel you
might want to stop and check them out.  A lot of peo-
ple in West Virginia gather (dig) ramps in the spring

WED-SUN BREAKFAST BUFFET - 7:30 to 10:30 A.M. $4.99
WED-SAT LUNCH BUFFET - 11 A.M. to 2 P.M. $4.99
FRI SEAFOOD BUFFET -  4:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M.

SAT COUNTRY & SEAFOOD BUFFET
4:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M.

SUN COUNTRY BUFFET - 11 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.

Specializing In Pan-Fried Chicken, Country Cured Ham Catfish And Char-Broiled Steaks

GROUP RATES and RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE
PHONE AHEAD FOR CARRY-OUT MEALS CALL 765-647-5204

Located on U.S. 52 At The East End Of Metamora
“OPEN TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY AT 11 A.M.”

OPEN 5 DAYS WED-THUR 7:30 AM - 9 PM / FRI-SAT 7:30 AM - 10 PM / SUN 7:30 AM - 8 PM

HEARTHSTONE
FAMILY STYLE DINING

“ACROSS FROM COURTHOUSE”

LIBERTY RESTAURANT
7 West Union St., Liberty, IN 47353

765-458-5223

HOURS:
Tues - Sat
5 am to1 pm

Sundays
6 am to 1 pm

Home
Cooked 
Meals

Dine-In
or

Carry-Out

LAUREL HOTEL
RESTAURANT
200 E. PEARL ST. LOCATED 1 BLOCK OFF SR 121

IN THE QUAINT HISTORICAL TOWN OF LAUREL, IN
• PAN FRIED CHICKEN

• CHAR-BROILED STEAKS
• SEAFOOD & Much More

• Seafood or Country Buffet, Fri. - Sat. 4 - 9 P.M.
• Full Menu, Sunday 11 A.M. - 8 P.M.

MENUS AVAILABLE, ALSO CHILDRENS MENU
FAMILY DINING — LARGE BANQUET ROOM

RESERVATIONS WELCOME 765-698-2912
Closed MON-TUE  HRS: WED-THU 11am-9pm / FRI-SAT 11am-10pm / SUN 11am-8pm 

Less than 10 minutes from Metamora

POOR BOY’S COUNTRY STORE

Patoka Lake Crappie Headquarters
Specializing in Crappie Baits

• Gas  • Diesel  • Live Bait  
Featuring Poor Boys “Almost Famous Ribs & BBQ”
• Chicken  • Fish Sandwiches  • Angus Burger & Fries

• Breakfast Items  • Groceries  • Ice
Full Taxidermy Service

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 5 AM TO 8 PM
476 N SR 145, ECKERTY, IN 47116

812-338-3151

J’s Dairy Inn

Highway 44, One Block West of Traffic Light
Liberty, IN    765-458-5812
Prepared to Order Food

Summer Hours, Open Everyday 11 am to 10 pm
Winter Hours, Sun-Thur 11am to 9pm / Fri & Sat 11am to 10pm

www.jsdairyinn.com/

Restaurant
Sandwiches,  Chicken,  Salads

Soft Serve Desserts

Fresh ramps being cleaned. (Photo by Ray McCune)

A white crappie caught by Jack at a private pond in Dillsboror, IN. (Photo by Leslie Turner)

Fried Ramps in left skillet and fried potatoes in right skillet. (Photo by Ray McCune)

Approximately 2 cups
cooked macaroni
2 hard boiled eggs (cut up)
1/2 cup sandwich spread
1 tbsp. salad dressing
1 tbsp. vinegar
2 tbsp. chopped red or
green peppers
1 cup raw ramps (cut up)

Mix all ingredients
together, chill, and serve

RAMPS THE MOST
COMMON WAY
(This recipe could be

called ‘Just Plain Ramps
Is Good’ and yes, I know

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 29
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CAPTAIN 
MIKE SCHOONVELD

AFFORDABLE 
LAKE MICHIGAN SALMON

FISHING IN INDIANA
FOR 1 TO 4 PEOPLE

Tackle Furnished, Fish Cleaned
www.brother-nature.com

Brother  Nature  Charters
1-8877-SSALMON-55

by Capt. Mike Schoonveld

Fishing Lake Michigan

Salmon in the Schools
Which came first, the salmon or the salmon

egg?  You know the conundrum, since salmon
eggs come from salmon, how could the egg be
first with no salmon?  Since salmon come from
salmon eggs, how could the salmon be first if
there was no egg preceding it?  

In Lake Michigan, that's something of a moot
point because we know where most of our salmon
originate--from fish hatcheries.  There are a few
which have gone rogue and do it the old fashioned
way by swimming upstream, depositing their own
eggs and making their own babies, but the
dependable supply of fish for the Great Lakes
come from the state-owned hatcheries.  Except for
a few thousand each year which come from an
unusual source.  

It was a cold and windy day in Saugatuck, MI
last spring when the fifth-graders from the
Saugatuck/Douglas school showed up dockside
for an end-of-the-school-year field trip.  Or per-
haps a better description would be "boat-trip" but
it wasn't just boating, it was a celebration of the
end of a class project they'd completed a few
weeks earlier.  

They, along with elementary and middle-
school students from over a 100 classrooms
around the State of Michigan, had cooperated with
the Michigan DNR's "Salmon in the Classroom"
project in  which baby king salmon don't spawn in
the wild and are not raised in a state fish hatchery.
They are hatched, nurtured and grown to stocking
size in school rooms. 

It's not a simple project.  The equipment and
aquariums needed to turn a school room into a fish
hatchery--even one which is only going to pro-
duce a hundred or so baby chinooks--costs more
than $1000.  Most school boards won't foot the
bill for such an expense, but teachers across the
state have found local businesses as well as con-
servation and angler's groups willing to contribute

tle fry over the winter months provides a ready-
made lesson plan for the participating teachers.  It
provides a ready-made class project for the stu-
dents.  

In May, the salmon raised in the school rooms
are ready to stock.  The smolts are taken to the
nearest Great Lake tributary and with plenty of
pomp and circumstance, the"graduates" are
released to fulfill their destiny. 

At Saugatuck, the 70 students who grew the
chinooks in their classrooms went out with local
charter fishing captains and other sports fishermen
to try to catch some of the chinooks stocked by
their schoolmates in previous years. Since the fish
aren't marked, there's no way to tell for sure if the
fish caught were classroom fish or others, but the
smiling faces and happy stories told at the morn-
ing's end showed the day had been a success. 

No one knows what sort of influence a project
like this or a simple day of introducing youngsters
to the fun of fishing might engender. I like to think
there could be one or more young fisheries biolo-
gists and several avid anglers created by the
Salmon in the Classroom project and the experi-
ences it affords many of Michi-gan's young peo-
ple.     

THE END 

11115566 WW.. DDUUNNLLAAPPSSVVIILLLLEE RRDD.. LLIIBBEERRTTYY,, IINN   765-458-7527

SmallmouthPerch

GUIDED CHARTERS ON LAKE ERIE

WALLEYE
April Through October

Fishing the Western and Central Basins 
of Lake Erie-Ohio and Canadian Waters

Three Fully Equipped Boats
Two 32 ft. Blue Hills - 28 ft Bertram

LICENSED GUIDES
SPIN CAST - DRIFT FISH

Boytim Charter Service
Ned Boytim

502 E. Main St., Marblehead, OH 43440
(419) 798-5445

Toll Free 1-877-798-5445
“Over 50 Years Experience”

www.walleye.com/boytim.htm

Saugatuck students and the results of their boat trip!(Photo by Mike Schoonveld)

the dollars needed to
outfit their rooms.

Here's how the pro-
gram works. When the
salmon start running in
October, teachers who
have signed up for the
program pick-up their
supply of eggs at one of
the weirs on Lake
Michigan or Lake
Huron where the DNR
catches the spawning
salmon to harvest the
eggs for their hatch-
eries.  If the weirs are
too great a distance,
they can arrange to pick
up the eggs at the clos-
est hatchery to their
school in November.
Many teachers arrange
the pick-up as a class
field trip to see the fish
being captured at the
weirs or for a tour of a
"real" hatchery. 

Once they get the
eggs, the process of
maturing them, hatching
them and rearing the lit-



THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2011 PAGE  13APRIL 2011

Always anxious for spring
When March rolls around, i always over react. I

think it should be spring, but  I’m at least two weeks,
and maybe more too early for the good spring weath-
er to have arrived to stay.

It’s not unusual for a big snow storm to strike in
March. It can be deep and wet, but fortunately it
doesn’t stick around long. Forsythia and daffodils are
announcing the coming season and better weather.
Crocus already are blooming.

With spring, there is so much to do in the out-
doors that it is difficult to decide just what to enjoy.
Sauger fishing is just ending, sucker and crappie
fishing is ready to peak. Then there is turkey hunting,
morel mushroom hunting, hiking and camping.

There are opportunities for combos. You can
crappie fish in the morning and hunt mushrooms in
the afternoon. Or, you can turkey hunt in the morn-
ing and check out nearby promising areas for morels,

When the water is still cold from winter, bass fishing is slow, but early spring often pro-
duces some of the largest bass of the year. The secret is fishing baits slow and deep. As
water warms, the fish will move into the shallows.  (Photo by Phil Junker)

by Phil Junker

OOuuttddoooorrss  TTaalleess
youth hunt is April 23-24.

Besides all of the hunting and fishing opportuni-
ties, morel mushroom hunting tops many people’s
list of spring activities. And, it is great just to walk in
the woods to enjoy the color burst of wild flowers. 

# # # # 
PET MICROCHIPS--Nearly 20 years ago, two

of my English Setter bird dogs disappeared in differ-
ent incidents. One was never found, the other
returned after a call to a suspected dog napper.

Then several years ago, my two rat terriers
escaped from the motor home while parked in a
remote section of a campground in North Little
Rock, Ark. We were attending the annual conference
of the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association.

I spent a sleepless night until they returned just
before daylight. Having pets disappear when travel-
ing is especially worrisome.

I never knew if the two terriers, Augie and
Buddy were chasing a deer, or maybe found an
attractive female somewhere on the other side of the
woods. Anyway. it was a welcome sound to hear
them at the RV screen door, just before sunrise.

Last year, when we obtained a rat terrier pup, our
Cloverdale Animal hospital vet Dr. Frank Stokes
suggested a tracking microchip. After our previous
experiences, I decided it was a good idea. and had
one placed on Tyler.

A microchip implant is an identifying integrated
circuit placed under the skin of a pet. The chips are
about the size of a large grain of rice and are based
on a passive radio frequency identification technolo-
gy. It apparently is a simple, safe vet procedure for
the vet. (I don’t think Tyler even knew the chip was
implanted.}

There are several competing microchip registry

FOR SALE
OHIO RIVER
VIEW HOME

SITUATED

ON 1.5 ACRES

IN DERBY, IN

This three bedroom home with two fireplaces has lot of glass in the
two large living rooms to enjoy the river view.  Large screened-in
porch and two decks, two full baths, one with a jacuzzi tub, a nice
kitchen at 13285 N. SR 66, Derby.  Close to boat ramp, American
Discovery Trail.  $149,000.  Cell Phone:  812-499-0209.

www.edstradingpost.com

MIKE CLEVENGER
Owner

765-642-GUNS
642-4867

BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE
GUNSMITHING

715 East 53rd Street
Anderson, IN

Concrete Creations
Quality Lawn & Garden Statuary

Retail and Wholesale
NEW GIFT SHOP

Featuring Warm Glow Candles
60 plus Different Fragrances

Oils and Oil Warmers
Lighted Infinity Mirrors & Solar Memorial Items

7210 W. 100 N, Farmland, IN 47340
765-468-8739

E-mail:  concreteranch@verizon.net

and then crappie fish in
the afternoon.

And while the water
is still relatively cold,
fishing for largemouth
bass usually is slow.
However, some of the
biggest bass of the year
are taken in early spring.
The key in cold water is
to fish baits slow and
deep.

Indiana’s spring
turkey season opens
April 27 and runs through
May 15. The two-day

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29



THE GADABOUT 1990 - 2011 APRIL 2011PAGE 14

Camping  Here  &  Beyond

by John and El McCory

and, according to the length of the trip could be
responsible for each of the jobs more than once. The
leaders, drivers and chaperones are, of course,
included in taking their turns.  Most of the activities
can be plotted on a spread sheet with activities along
the side and all the names across the top.  X’s can be
placed in the squares for each day of the trip, making
sure that breakfast and lunch shopping and cooking
is plotted first so the same group of shoppers and
cooks aren’t always chosen together.  After checking
the chart carefully, a copy should be given each trav-
eler and copies placed in the vehicles and at the
campsite where each camper can see what responsi-
bility they have.  We’ve found that by giving the food
money to 3 or 4 people, including an adult, a good
variety of food for lunch and breakfast was pur-
chased.

Dinner was usually “on your own” where there
were several restaurants.  After dinner we would stop
for the breakfast and lunch planners to shop.  We
could earn enough money from selling recyclable
materials, working the school carnival and selling
concessions at several athletic and fine arts events at
school that all the expense students had   out of pock-
et was for their evening meals.  This is not bad for a
nine day sometimes three thousand mile round trip
campouts.  Getting volunteers for these money mak-
ing projects was never a problem as they knew that
money left over from fuel, admission to parks and
camping  was divided among the whole group at the
end of the trip. Very few times did the students have
pay for their own meals after money was distributed
later.

We usually got camp set up, drove to a nearby
shopping center and students scattered to eat where
they wanted.  No one was allowed to go alone---there
had to be two or more in a group going to a restau-
rant.  Amazingly they went to sit down restaurants
and ordered meals, passing up the fast food.  Upon
arriving back at camp, many, of course, bragged
about the food challenges, and that they’d eaten
things they wouldn’t eat at home.  They would eat
such things as oysters, clams, sushi, mussels, and
other foods others in the group wouldn’t eat.  Buffets
were popular and we admonished the students just to
take what they were going to eat.  No waste.

No one griped about breakfast or lunch menus
purchased and prepared by others as they knew
they’d get their chance.  What food combinations!!!
Several times we had budding chefs with us and we
looked forward to the next time they prepared the
meals.  Everyone washed and dried their own eating
utensils, cleaned out and folded their own tents and
sleeping bags ready for the crew to pack away.
Everyone policed the camping area after breakfast,
and everything was packed and ready to leave early
in the morning.  We ALWAYS left the camp cleaner
then we had found it upon arriving.  Each person was
responsible for his (her) own personal items, such as
dirty clothes, swim wear, bath items, etc., and the last
thing we asked before we left was, “does everyone
have all their own stuff?”  I can’t recall ever having
to back track to retrieve anything someone had left

Planning Group Camping Trips
At least with some groups going on camping

trips the drivers and chaperones can plan the trip so
they aren’t responsible for every single activity on
the trip.  A typical list of activities and responsibili-
ties that will probably take place would be: driving,
navigating (watching  map and road signs), loading
and unloading trailers or vans, setting up tents or
camp trailers, preparing a campfire or cook stove for
cooking, shopping for food, preparing  coolers with
ice and keeping them supplied with water, soda or
other drinks for meals and coolers for food needing
to be kept cold, pumping gas, cleaning windows,
mirrors, head lamps and taillights, breaking camp
and getting personal items and tents ready to load,
cooking  meals, gathering wood (if legal) for fires,
cleaning up campsite, washing utensils and packing
them away, cleaning up the vehicles each day after
all personal items are removed, planning campfire
activities (programs) such as sing along, skits, liars
club, clean jokes, hilarious past personal events,
pizza and pie making over the fire, S’mores, events
most liked or disliked during the day, and with
church groups, evening meditation and prayer and
worship  songs.

There are hundreds of activities in libraries under
Recreation, and probably thousands on the internet.
Just by asking the group members before the trip will
usually bring more activities they’ve played at vari-
ous camps. Be sure enough time is allotted to be able
to get the proper game parts ready to take on the trip.
Most activities are self explanatory but often should
be thoroughly explained so they can be enjoyed by
everyone. Sometimes there may be one or more stu-
dents who might be bashful and don’t seem to want
to get involved in the activities.  Most times we’ve
found a student who can work with the student(s)
and get them involved.  We’ve seen several young-
sters blossom into leaders themselves after have been
helped on earlier trips. In case of inclement weather
outdoor cooking and activities can be postponed.
(Food will keep)   The mall, movies, or activities in
the National or State Park recreation hall or pavilion
are usually good second choices.  More private
campgrounds are allowing groups to use their recre-
ation buildings or pavilions as they know the youth
groups are the next generation of campers and hope
they will remember the facilities and come back
later.  I can’t remember ever having turned down
group campers at our  recreation hall in the camp-
ground we owned for 31 years in case of bad weath-
er, except when we might have had scheduled activ-
ities planned.  

Everyone on the trip has a job or two each day
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ROCKVILLE

ROCKVILLE LAKE PARK
A 400 Acre Park with:  Camping, Fishing, Swimming, Boat Rentals, Nature Trails, Picnic     
Areas, Shelters, Basketball Courts, Sand Volleyball, Horseshoes & Playgrounds
A 100 Acre Lake for:  Boating, Swimming, Fishing, and Viewing Wildlife.
Electric Motors Only • Monthly Fishing Tournaments - Call For More Information 765-569-6541.

Primitive and Modern Camping

Campground facilities with:  electric, water, and sewer hook- ups,  a
sanitary dump station, and shower house.  Primitive and Modern
Sites available.  We accept reservations starting March 1st a first-
come-first-served basis.  Reservations Accepted. 
Cabins Now Available 

www.rockvillelake.net

•
•
•
•

•
OPEN: MARCH 26 - OCTOBER 31, 2011

828 N. Marshall Road
ROCKVILLE, IN 47872

(765) 569-6541

N

• GROCERY ITEMS • HAND BREADED PORK TENDERLOINS • LIVE BAIT & TACKLE
• GAS & DIESEL • PROPANE • AUTOMOTIVE • DEER & TURKEY CHECK-IN

260-468-2460

812-752-2991
Junction 31 & 56, Scottsburg, IN

• FISHING SUPPLIES
• CARHARTT CLOTHING
• HUNTING SUPPLIES
• GUNS & AMMO

Hours:
7 am - 8 pm  Mon. - Sat. / 8 am - 6 pm Sun.

never checked, but I would expect there was some
trading of jobs because some didn’t know how or
didn’t want to get their hands dirty.  At the end of

behind.
Planning like this

certainly shortens the
time necessary to keep
every day of the trip in
proper focus.  In nearly
100% of the time I
believe the students ful-
filled their own (on the
list) responsibilities.  I

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26

Finally - peace!

A private seasonal campground
No more pulling that trailer all over!

Come join our Family
Lots Currently Open

www.duboiscreekcampground.com
513-615-7120 or 765-458-7695
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With Rich Creason

OOuuttddoooorrss according to the area where the classes are held.
Many State Parks, Universities, and other locations
have their own special attractions suitable for
learning experiences.    My classes at Ball State
included tree growth and wood structure, spring
wildflowers, soil resources, water wisdom, bat
identification (and trapping!), mushroom ID, peo-
ple and their environment, and backyard wildlife.
Different instructors, sponsors, and locations may
have similar or vast changes in their course setup.  

If you have no youngsters in your family of
the right age to participate at this time, perhaps you
would like to attend the adult classes yourself.  The
two major differences for the adult version is the
eight class sessions are three hours long instead of
two and the volunteer period after the course is 40
hours.  This time can of course be broken up to fit
the individual attendee’s schedule.  The course
sponsors and instructors will be glad to help you
find a variety of areas which will be appropriate
for your volunteer period.  I filled my 40 hours
(more like 60 hours) taking photos of and identify-
ing over 50 native prairie wildflowers to aid Ball
State students in a plant identification course.

To give you an idea what is included in the
classes, I can only relate to you some of the things
covered when I took the IMN course.  Time, loca-
tion, sponsors, and instructors will change a lot of
the specifics.  My first lesson was on tree growth,
wood structure and identification.  It covered tree
rings, how trees grow, cell structure (under a
microscope) and other neat tree information.  The
second session was on spring wildflowers.
Unfortunately, I missed this class because I was
spending eight days covering the outdoors of
Virginia.

Soil resources was next.  We studied the vari-
ous makeups of different soil types in the class-
room, and then went out into nearby woods to take
soil samples and learn how soil affects the plants
which can grow there.  

Water Wisdom was a session conducted at
Minnetrista Center in Muncie.  We studied various
aspects of water in the classroom, and then got to
play in a pond on the property and identify plants,
insects, etc. living in the muck.  Dipping a strainer
in the ooze and carefully sorting through the mud
and weeds, we discovered numerous aquatic crea-
tures we had to identify.

My favorite class was on Indiana bats!  We
watched a lot of slides on bats of the world, their
uses, facts and fantasies, and then identified the bat
specimens (dead and stuffed) in the room.  When
our three hour class was over, we were invited to
stay late and set up mist nets near a wooded area.
Bats would fly into these nets and get caught for
closer study.  Just about dark, something big hit the
net.  Our instructor walked out to release what he
thought was a robin since one had been flying near
the net.  The catch turned out to be a tiny screech
owl.  This is a really interesting bird with reddish
feathers, huge yellow eyes, and small ear tufts.  We
removed him from the net and he quickly quieted
down.  We observed him for several minutes and
then let him fly away.  We then caught one small,
red bat.  We checked him out, stayed away from
his sharp teeth, and let him go also.  Several other
sessions covered mushrooms, backyard wildlife,
and people and their environment.     

To find out more about the Junior IMN pro-
gram, or the adult version, 
go to www.indianamasternaturalist.org or contact

Popular Program Goes Junior
On the back of my business card, near the bot-

tom of what I call my “mini resume”, is a line I
added several years ago.  It says, “Indiana Master
Naturalist”.  I earned this line by enrolling in, and
passing the requirements of, a class offered by the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources.  I just
learned this past weekend this course has now been
upgraded to offer basically the same type material
to youths ages 9-13.  This program is called the
Junior Indiana Master Naturalist Program.

The JIMN is similar in scope and purpose to
the adult version with some variations to accom-
modate the younger students.  Basically, the pro-
gram provides an introduction to Indiana natural
resources in a fun and educational setting.  The
Junior classes offer a minimum of eight, two hour
sessions.  Sometimes this is in a summer camp
type version running four or five consecutive days.
Sites are located around various Hoosier cities.
While the IMN classes are becoming more wide-
spread around the state, the Junior program is fair-
ly new and locations are still limited, being mostly
in the Indianapolis area and Ft. Wayne.  Check the
website or contact the State Coordinator for future
offerings.

The Naturalist program consists of a variety of
hands-on, age-appropriate sessions focusing on
our natural resources, including botany, zoology,
geology/soils, water, people and natural resources,
and other topics selected by the instructors.  Those
chosen to teach these areas are considered experts
in their fields and are also experienced in working
with youths.  Each Junior IMN course begins and
ends with a short survey to determine how well the
material was learned.   There is a fee charged, but
the amount is determined by the sponsors of each
area program and includes a $10 per person admin-
istrative fee which provides the attendees with
IMN pins and other materials after completion of
the class requirements.

Students are expected to participate in at least
80% of the course sessions.  After the end of the
program, students then complete six hours of vol-
unteer service with a local or state natural
resources organization.  They also complete the
pre and post survey during the first and last course
sessions and pay the registration fee required by
the sponsor.  After completing the course program
and the volunteer service hours, participants will
receive a certificate of completion, an Indiana
Master Naturalist pin, and a one year subscription
to the Indiana Master Naturalist newsletter. 

While the individual class topics (for both the
adult and junior versions) generally fall into the
above listed categories, some sessions will vary

DUTCH DISCOUNT GROCERIES
Located in Center Square • 10390 N. St. Rd. 56 • Vevay, IN 47043

(812) 427-2594 • Mon -Fri 8 am - 6 pm. • Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Complete Line of Discounted Groceries • Cleaning Supplies
Fresh Meats & Cheeses • Frozen Food • Bread & Milk  

Amish Made Crafts • Wooden Toys • Quilts & Hickory Rockers

Noble Boys Furniture
Featuring Solid Oak and Solid Wood

Bedrooms, Dining Rooms, Living Rooms, 
A Lazy Boy Owned Co. & Lane Recliners,

Bedding and Other Household Items
Dutch Craft Bedding Made  by Amish

6032 Holland Rd., Brookville, IN 
(White’s Farm - U.S. 52)

Mon-Fri 9-5 / Sat 9-4 • 765-647-4875
“Quality Furniture At Fair Prices”

ARTISAN CHEESES FROM AMISH MILK

Fresh Baked Goods, Jar Products, Crafts &
Special Orders

Venison Sausage & Uncle Mike’s Jerky
Sample some of our 65 kinds of cheese
Find us at www.amishcheeseshop.com

I-70 Exit 137

2001 North State Road 1 • Cambridge City, IN 47327

Phone:  (765) 478-5847  Toll Free:  (800) 478-5849

War souvenirs
See Miles or Sharrie

612 North A Street, Richmond, IN 47374
Bus. (765) 966-0417

1-800-686-2769
hhq313arty@frontier.com

GLOVES-WOOL-
BLANKETS-
PINS-PATCHES-
BOOKS-BELTS-
KNIVES-
INCENSE-
AND LOTS MORE

Ginger Murphy, State Coordinator at 317-232-
4143 or e-mail gmurphy@dnr.IN.gov.   I greatly
enjoyed the things I learned when I took the
course.  Even though I had taken whole semester
classes in many of the topics while earning my
degree in wildlife management, I still learned new
things and re-learned some old facts I had forgot-
ten in the decades since I left Purdue.  I am serious-
ly considering taking the course again in a differ-
ent location.

The author may be reached at
eyewrite4u@aol.com.  

CONTINUED UPPER LEFT COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM LOWER RIGHT
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mental imbalance as they view their near religious
experience as having a pronounced tendency
towards uncontrollable compulsion.

The road I’ve traveled has been one with
many mishaps, miscues, and misses. Still, I’ve
enjoyed every damned minute of it, because run-
ning through this is a common thread of mystique
and magic.

If you hunt turkeys and haven’t had memo-
rable moments of misery, like setting stone- still in
a sleet storm , as a tom approaches from 200 plus
yards away, then you either aren’t hunting enough,
have a misaligned mind-set, or need to see your
friendly psychiatrist.

Being tempted and tormented all in the same
moment comes with the territory. It’s the lack of
predictability that gives turkey hunting its appeal
to us yahoos. That’s why the stories being told,
have such embellishment by the teller.

The fickle finger of Fate has shown it’s ugly
head much more often than Lady Luck waving her
magic wand.

I’ve misjudged distance more than I want to
admit at this time. A few years back, the most
recent year I got Skunked, I couldn’t hit a bull in
the behind with a bass fiddle, if you know what I
mean. I now have a rangefinder, like the big boys
have, and we’ll see if it improves my accuracy in
judging distance. 

I’ve been blindsided by silent sneaky birds
suddenly appearing in my decoys, with the
thought racing thru my mind, Holy Schmitt, where
did they come from?

These tales of woe are only the leading edge of
the oncoming avalanche of things that can go
wrong. It makes you ask yourself, “Why oh why
do I keep hunting these turkeys”?

As a fraternity, turkey hunters seem to lavish
in the misery, so why should I be any different?

As long as we keep making these mistakes,
we’d better start learning from them, and so long
as America’s most noble bird, with the marble
sized brain can reduce us to jibbering idiots, this
sport will continue to be a marvelous madness. 

HOW TO SCORE A GOBBLER
Once the euphoria has subsided from you

downing that boss gobbler, it’s time to see how
your bird measures up. There’s a simple scoring
system used by the National Wild Turkey
Federation (NWTF).

Step 1: Weigh your bird in pounds and
ounces. A digital fish scale works just fine. Make
sure to convert the ounces to decimals by dividing
by 16. (Example: 3 ounces divided by 16= 0.1875)

Step 2: With a measuring tape, measure each
spur. Measure the outside of the spur to get an
accurate measurement. Add spur measurements
together and multiply by 10. The total will be the
number of points you will receive for the turkey’s
spurs.

Gobbler’s can humble us
The mature male wild turkey is no doubt the

most unpredictable, confounding and maddening
creature in the woods you’ll ever encounter.
People who pursue him, especially in the spring
gobbling season, are nothing short of being pure
masochists. Webster’s definition of the word is
“taking pleasure in being abused or dominated”.

It’s so unfair how we humans use our far supe-
rior knowledge and manufactured technology to
try to bring to our bag, this fat, wobbly, old horny
bird.

There are a few other reasons for us to take on
the challenge of outsmarting Mr. Long beard.
Their eyesight approaches that of America’s sym-
bolic bird, the Bald Eagle. If you move a muscle
at the wrong time, that Tom you thought you had
on a string is headed for the next county. Their
hearing takes no back seat to their eyesight either.
I once attended a turkey hunting seminar at which
the speaker stated that if a turkey had a nose like a
deer, you’d probably never kill one.

It may be that despite your best owl-hooting
and hen-yelping, the toms in your neck of the
woods may be just unwilling to communicate with
you, or they may just be shacked up with their
harem of hens, and you can just go fly a kite for all
they’re concerned. Frustration is often the lot for
pursuing them.

Nonetheless, hunting them in the early
spring, when you can sit there and hear the woods
around you wake up, can end up being a fine and
sometimes miserable memory. And sometimes
when you do bag a Tom, all is forgotten, as to how
they unseemly kept you on the hook.

Turkey hunting isn’t a science, as that
implies precision and exactness.

I have to admit that even after hunting these
overgrown Banty Roosters for almost 20 years, I
don’t know didly-squat about the sport. All that
one can be certain about in this sport, is there are
no certainties.

It has been said that all turkey hunters share
numerous traits, such as devotion bordering on

by Gene Clifford

Ramblings from Da Region

WWW.INDIANADEER.NET
INDIANA DEER & ELK FARMERS' ASSOCIATION

www.indianadeer.net

2 Salisbury Rd., Richmond, IN

• Major engine work
• Cooling system service

• Tune-ups      
• Brakes
• Transmissions 

Courteous, Friendly Service
Questions?  Just Ask!  We’re Here To Help!

Pick up & delivery service available

CALL US TODAY

765-935-3849

Complete Auto Service

MILROY SHOES
Mastercard - Visa

9214 S. State Rd. 3, Milroy, IN 46156
(765) 629-2109

Mon-Thur 8 - 5 / Fri 8 - 6 / Sat 8 - 3 / Closed Sun
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Minutes from Brookville Lake

Fairfield Ramp Road

Active Bait & Tackle business FOR SALE

with living quarters & 2.5 car garage,

on 1.4 acres.  Inventory included!

Bait, Tackle, Ice, Pop, Propane, Groceries,

Batteries, Camping Supplies.

Boat Storage for 50+ Boats/RV’s

765-458-7554 or 765-458-6851

S & L ELECTRIC INC.
HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC

A CENTURY OF RELIABLE COMFORT
320 W. MAIN ST.

AUSTIN, IN 47102
812-794-3260

Step 3:   Measure the beard length.  Measure
from the point where the beard begins next to the
skin out to the tip of the beard. Convert the meas-
urement to decimal format (follow the link at the
end of this article for the conversion chart). Next
multiply the decimal form by 2. This will be the
number for the turkey’s beard. For multiple beards
on a typical, add each beard together and multiply
by 2

Step 4: Add together the weight, the points
for spurs and points for beard(s). This is the final
score you receive for your turkey.
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Southeastern Indiana’s
Newest and Most Exciting
Outdoor Adventure Store

MANY NEW 2011 HOYT BOWS IN STOCK 

Pro Staffer for Hunter Specialties,
Realtree Outdoors & Barnett Archery
Carl  has appeared on several TV shows

and DVD’s including HS Outdoors.  He is a
competition turkey caller and competes on

the local, state and national level.

TURKEY HUNTING SEMINAR
SUNDAY APRIL 10TH  4:00 P.M.
FEATURING “CARL DRAKE”

See us on Facebook
“Fields’ Outdoor Adventures” for news,

specials and up and coming events.

AAuutthhoorr iizzeedd    
EExxccaall iibbuurr     DDeeaalleerr

((CCrroossssbboowwss    IInn    SSttoocckk))

Fields’ Outdoor Adventures Construction Driving Directions
The Rushville Downtown area is experiencing some road construction this summer.  Fields’ Outdoor Adventures is located one block southeast of the Rush
County Courthouse on Perkins Street.  When coming into Rushville from any direction, go one block east of Main Street (State Road 3) and go south to the
corner of Perkins & Water Street.  See you soon!

Indoor 3-D Shoot
SATURDAY
MARCH 26TH

10:00 am to 6:00 pm
SUNDAY

MARCH 27TH

1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Indoor 3-D Shoot
SATURDAY
APRIL 23RD

10:00 am to 6:00 pm
SUNDAY

APRIL 24TH

1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
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by Dan Graves

MMiissffiirreess  &&  SSnnaaggss
little practice prior to the calamity, which can be
attained at any local indoor range. The archer must
consider that hitting a rabbit at one hundred yards
might be a little tricky, which means that it might
be a good idea to practice you stalking skills.
Finally, I prefer a Remington Model 700 in
7.62x51 with a 4x16 variable scope, a Harris Bi-
Pod and sling. With this you don't have to worry
about sneaking up on dinner. Just bang away and
get out the skillet.

Next is clothing. Running around naked in an
apocalyptic world probably wouldn't cause a fuss,
but it would be a little uncomfortable in the mid-
dle of the winter. Unless you have a lot of rabbits
who are willing to donate their skins you'll proba-
bly have to depend on the car cover in your
garage. From a fashion standpoint, consider how
good you'll look in something from the Pep Boys
collection. As a last ditch solution, consider the
hide from a two hundred pound buck. Around
here, a two hundred pound buck is rare, so you
may have to settle for a bikini. Of course, if you
have no knowledge of the tanning process, you'll
probably have to put up with a lot of insects.
Remember to leave off the antlers because there
will no doubt be a number of other primitives out
there armed with Remington Model 700's looking
for a hide to wear.

With all this in mind you should have no trou-
ble with adequate clothing. But shelter could be a
problem. Native Americans were capable of build-
ing shelters from whatever materials were readily
available. Us English descendent's are a different
story. We require more than the basic necessities
when it comes to survival. In order to make a
dwelling a home there are certain items that make
the difference between comfort and simply main-
taining life. First, in order to construct a dwelling
from the available materials, a good chain saw is
necessary. One with at least a 14" blade, prefer-
ably 24" if it is available at your local trading post.
Do not select an electric powered model. Then,
you must make the decision whether to construct
a ranch style single story wikiup or a two story
model to meet your requirements for protection
and comfort. Most people think they could survive
without certain items, but that is not true.
Survivalists say you should keep an ample supply
of batteries on hand in case of emergency. If you
have followed this advice, there is no reason why
your cell phone and your GPS wouldn't work, at
least until the batteries die. Being so prepared you
can keep in contact with friends and family and
also know exactly where you are lost.

By following your basic primitive instincts
you can survive even the worst of calamities as
long as you have at least five gallons of gasoline
for the chain saw, a complete set of carpentry
tools, a lifetime supply of AAA batteries and
above all a Remington Model 700 in 7.62x51 with
5000 rounds of ammo. 

It might be pleasant to return to the old fron-
tier days and re-experience what our forefathers
had to endure to make this country great. On the
other hand, maybe you shouldn't forget a genera-
tor and a t.v. set. California would probably get its

Survival Of The Unfit
During what many consider as one of the

worst winters in years I spent a lot of time sitting
at the patio doors watching the birds flit around
the feeders and the squirrels digging in the ice for
hickory nuts and acorns. Food was in short supply
for much of the wildlife around our place as ice
and snow  covered everything. As for me, a trip to
the mailbox was comparable to what Sir Edmund
Hillery must have endured on his way to the top of
Mt. Everest. For two days I got there before the
mailman and had to repeat the trip. Let's see old
Edmund match that.

Considering the wildlife, I watched the poor
things scrounge around for any edible tidbit they
could find. The little panhandlers would empty the
feeders faster than a congressman on his way to
the bank. Twice, while filling the bird feeders and
my wife warning me against such folly, I ended up
on my back with bird seed scattered everywhere.
According to my wife, who watched from the
patio doors, my bum made cute little dimples in
the snow covered ice, but I noticed that she didn't
make any effort to come help me up.

Later, with ice packs on my back as I watched
Oprah grill one of her victims, I wondered
whether todays modern man or woman could sur-
vive if they were suddenly cut off from Walmart,
Marsh Supermarkets and McDonalds. What
would the result be if every power grid in the
country suddenly shut down and every refrigera-
tor, freezer and t.v. set died. Could we survive
without food and Oprah? What would the end
result be when our Dodge Ram 2500 pickup truck
with 350 horsepower and 400 foot pounds of
torque, ran out of gas because the pumps at
Speedway no longer operate? Now, being without
food is unsettling, but the truck running out of gas
is really horrifying. With these thoughts in mind, I
decided to put myself in that situation to see what
the average person would do to survive what
could become a savage jungle, where the survival
of the fittest would be the only rule.

First, there are the three basic things that are
required: food, clothing, and shelter. Taking these
in order, food is first and foremost. The average
savage has at his disposal a limited number of
ways to attain food. They are, traps baited with
Hostess Ho-Ho's, M&M's or a slice of low fat
cheese. After all, we have to be sure that whatev-
er we eat is low in polyunsaturated fat. Next we
have the bow and arrow. This method requires a

BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY

DAVID A. FEDERICO
Both Chapter 7 and Chapter 13

Friendly personal attention from an
experienced attorney

49 East Main Street in Hagerstown

765-489-5888

FREE CONSULTATION
“PROTECT YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE”

This advertisement is for a debt counseling provider
Located 4 miles East of Noblesville on Rt. 38
773-33268  or  Toll  Free  1-8800-7773-66223

Local distributor of

LAND FOR SALE
OWN YOUR OWN HUNTING LAND

8 acres with pond, mostly wooded, level to
gently rolling, deer, turkey, gray squirrels,
ducks, 12 miles to Brookville Lake, nice
building site or recreational use, excellent
hunting, more acreage available, own your
own hunting land, county road.  

Owner will sell on contract or finance.

765-458-7393

• LIVE BAIT  • TACKLE
• FIREWOOD  • GAS

• BIO-DIESEL  
• FISHING LICENSE

• HOT FOOD  • DELI
• ICE  • POP  • CHIPS

3614 E. Hwy. 256
Scottsburg, IN 47170
PH: 812-794-2769

www.pioneersvillage.com
E-mail: whittymore@pioneersvillage.com

power back first and it
would be neat to watch
Oprah with a tousled
hairdo and wearing an
elk hide shift. Don't for-

www.riggle-waltermann.com

get the Dual Survivor show with Dave
Canterbury.         
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Spider Rigging
Slow trolling, spider rigging, or just a leisurely

way to fish - until the fish start biting.  The method
requires the use of multiple rods, line holding reels,
(there's no casting) and a boat with rod holders,
depth finder and trolling motor.

Trolling for fish means taking the bait to the fish.
Fishing with a bobber, whether a red & white plastic
ball or a delicately balanced slip bobber is generally
considered as casting to a location and waiting for
the fish to come to the bait.  Whether slow trolling
and soaking bait under a bobber, both methods have
their place depending on fishing conditions.

Slow trolling in Indiana with two anglers in the
boat is not spider rigging by definition.  Spiders have
8 legs and with Indiana's rule of no more than 3 rods
per angler, this means only 6 rods arrayed across the
boat's bow.  So, it's an insect, not a spider, but the
method is the same.

My Sylvan Navigator at 16 feet is set up to hold
6 rods on a bow-mounted rod holder and if in a situ-
ation where more than 3 rods per angler is legal
(Kentucky or Tennessee) additional rod holders can
be fastened to the boat rail.  

But, back to the beginning. Having seen a num-

ber of spider (multiple rods) rigs on southern waters,
I had a general idea of what I would attempt to
achieve.  First problem, how to mount 2 swivel seats,
using 2 of the three presently in the Sylvan.  Floor
mounts were out, since the attachment would be
directly over and through a portion of the live well.

The solution - a 1 X 12, 7 foot maple board laid
rail to rail, in front of the steering console.  Using a
hole saw, the diameter of the seat shaft, two holes
were bored, 2 feet from center making the swivel
seats 4 feet apart.  Under each seat, a 4 X 4 was
placed in order to prevent the board from sagging
with the angler's weight.

Two people could now sit side by side and the
original bow seat floor mount was yet in place about
15 inches in front of the newly positioned seats.  The
foot control for the trolling motor could be positioned
for use by the angler on either new seat position.

Next problem - mounting a rod holder which
would hold 6 rods and be easily accessible to either
angler.  The bow seat base provided the solution.  The
rod holding structure was made of 2 inch PVC plastic
pipe, which would be held in place by the bow seat
base.  The PVC rig was T-shaped and the arms of the
T provided the place to mount the rodholders.

A number of rod holder designs are on the mar-
ket, I elected to use Bass Pros Basic Rod Holder.
With the rod holder, I eliminated the clamp-on base,
using a 3 inch 1/4 inch carriage bolt to hold the hold-
er to the PVC cross piece by means of a drilled hole.

by Don Bickel, Forester

and that’s the news from
WWeesstt  CCeennttrraall  IInnddiiaannaa

serve the purpose using small or ultra-light spinning
or baitcasting reels.

The reels hold 8 to 10 pound test monofilament
with a small snap swivel on the end.  A 3 foot length of
4 pound test is tied with a 3/8 to 1 ounce bass casting
sinker on one end and a loop on the other.  10 inches
from the sinker, tie a double overhand knot that results
in a 2 inch loop.  A second loop is tied 12 inches above
the first.  Hooks or jigs are then tied to the loops.  The
top loop allows fastening to the snap swivel.

Line weight can be adjusted according to fishing
conditions.  In bait fishing, if thin wire No. 4, 6 or 8
hooks are used, they will often bend if snagged. The
sinker should be of enough weight to maintain
straight up and down positioning of the line while
underway with the trolling motor.  Maintain a bait
depth of approximately 1 foot off bottom by moni-
toring the depth finder.

The trolling motor is operated at it's slowest speed
or the  boat is allowed to drift with the wind.  An occa-
sional nudge with the trolling motor will keep it on
course.  Each angler monitors the tip end of his or her
3 rods.  A sensitive rod tip is an absolute necessity.

This is a passive type of fishing, with little ener-
gy required and an ideal arrangement for the begin-
ning angler with a coach.  With 3 rods each, when a
hungry school of bluegill or crappie are encountered,
there is little time for day-dreaming.

This writer welcomes comments or inquiries at
edgeofthepairie@sbcglobal.net.

Slow trolling setup (Spider Rigging) on a 16 foot Sylvan Navigator, side view.  (Photo by Don Bickel)

2011 Evinrude E-TEC
In Stock with

5 Year Warranty
15 to 150 Horsepower

We are well equipped to take care of your needs, But small enough to care.
“WE SELL FUN”

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM   Sat. 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
25 Years of Technical Service on Most Makes and Models

6700 S. CR 560 East
Selma, IN 47383

PHONE: (765) 286-4976   FAX: (765) 286-4981
E-mail: drydockmarina@aol.com

CHALET WITH A BEAUTIFUL BREATH TAKING VIEW

This beautiful new construction chalet sits high on the
side of a high hill on 3+ acres 4 1/2 miles west of
Brookville, IN on US 52.  As you can see it has one of the
most beautiful views in Franklin County.  Approximately
45 minutes to Hamilton, OH and 1 hour to Cincinnati, OH.

Shown by Appt. Only Call (765) 458-5435
New Construction 3 Bedroom, 3
Full Baths, 26x14 concrete walk-
out patio, Huge wood deck 26x14.

Red Barn Bait Shop

Hunting, Fishing, Camping,
Guns, Ammo & Accessories

Buy - Sell - Trade
Open 7 Days

Phone: (812) 883-6483
For all your hunting & camping needs stop by the Red Barn

3 1/2 Miles North of Salem on SR 135

Spider rigging from a different view.  (Photo by Don Bickel)

The 6 rod holders are
spaced about 10 inches
apart, allowing room to
swivel the rod in any
direction.

Again, going to the
Bass Pro Shops catalog,
the rods and reels are
Crappie Maxx Slab
Grabber Combos.  The
rods are 10 and 12 feet
length.  While these rods
are 2-piece, fiberglass
extension poles in the
long lengths will also



Cabela’s King Kat
Tournament Results for

Lake Tawakoni
On March 5th the Cabela’s King Kat Tourna-

ment Trail hit the waters of Lake Tawakoni at the
West Tawakoni City Park  where anglers were com-
peting not only for cash and prizes, but the opportu-
nity to qualify for the 2011 Cabela’s King Kat
Classic. This year’s Cabela’s King Kat Classic will
be held on the Mississippi River at  Burlington, Iowa
October 27-28-29, 2011.

Once again the weather provided some major
challenges as temperatures dropped 25 degrees from
Friday to Saturday and winds changed from the
south to the NNW at 17-30mph. Teams reported 4-6
feet high waves on the main lake and the only fish-
able waters were tucked back in the coves.

Results for the Top 5 Teams
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Articles & Photos
by Larry Crecelius

QUAKERTOWN MARINA
On beautiful Brookville Lake, Indiana

“Anchor in Paradise”

We are a full service marina located within the Quakertown State Recreation Area at
the north end of Brookville Lake in Union County, Indiana

•  Pontoon and Fishing Boat Rentals
•  Used Houseboats, Fishing and Pontoon Boats for Sale
•  Seasonal and Annual Docks and Seasonal Buoys

CERTIFIED MECHANIC ON DUTY
(765) 458-6490 - www.quakertownmarina.com

Hwy. 56 East • Scottsburg, IN 47170

For All Your Floor
Covering Needs

(812) 754-0888
Now Carrying In Stock

Shades Of America

kathy ireland

Norm’s Bait Shop

812-755-4402

• Live Bait  • Combo’s
• Line  • Hooks  •

Artificial Bait
ALL YOUR 

FISHING NEEDS

197 N. Sycamore Street
Campbellsburg, IN 47108

Taking first place was the Stigler, Oklahoma
team of Doren and Lauren Smith with a weight of
141.65 pounds and earning $2,700.00. Doren and
Lauren were fishing the south end of the lake target-
ing 24-26 feet of water using cut shad. The team
caught a total of 7 fish for the day, but that’s all they
needed to take 1st place in the event. Teams are
allowed to weigh in their top 5 fish by weight at the
end of the day.

In second place was Billy Dahlem of Gans,
Oklahoma and David Copeland of Marble City of
Oklahoma with a weight of 129.3 pounds and earn-
ing $1,000.00. Billy and David were fishing in 15-20
feet of water on the south end of the lake using large
shad and catching a total of 8 fish for the day. Billy
and David also caught big fish of the event with a
52.75 pound cat which earned them an additional
$500.00.

Third place went to Chris Taylor of Pocola,
Oklahoma and Sam Morris of Temple, Texas with a
total weight of 100 pounds and earning $500.00.
Chris and Sam were fishing near the dam on the
south side of the lake in 25 feet of water using big
shad and catching 8 fish for the day.

Rickey Snow of Quinlan, Texas and Sonny
Batchelor of Wills Point, Texas took fourth place
with a weight of 87.7 pounds and earning $400.00.
Rickey and Sonny were fishing the north end of the
lake in 2 feet of water using shad to catch 4 fish for
the day.

Fifth place went to Ryan Gnagy of Tecumseh,
Kansas and Jeremy Munger of St. Joseph, Missouri
weighing in 83 pounds and earning $300.00.  Ryan
and Jeremy were fishing near Duck Cove in 19-23
feet of water using cut shad and catching 10 fish for
the day.

For more information check out our new website
at www.kingkatusa.com.

We would like to thank the West Tawakoni EDC
for sponsoring the event and 429 RV Park and
Marina for being the host hotel for this event.

NATIONAL SPONSORS:
Cabela’s The World’s Foremost Outfitter , Rebel

Yell Bourbon, Evinrude Outboards, Rippin Lips,
Minn Kota Trolling Motors, Mustad Hooks, Monster
Rod Holders, Tanglin with Catfish, Adventure
Products- EGO Nets, Vicious Fishing, Humminbird

Electronics, USCA-United States Catfish
Association, WFN-World Fishing Network, Ron
Gooding Insurance, JR Mad’s Famous Fish
Breading, American Pro Catters and Action
Outdoors Products-Catfishing Dream Team. 

Cabela's King Kat Tawakoni Weigh In Results
Team Name Day 1 Big 

Fish
Smith, Doren - Smith, Lauren OK/OK 141.65 47.05
Dahlem, Billy - Copeland, David OK/OK 129.3 52.75 
Taylor, Chris - Morris, Sam OK/TX 100.0 0.01
Snow, Rickey - Batchelor, Sonny TX/TX 87.70 40.35
JGnagy, Ryan - Munger, Jeremy KS/MO 83.00 0.01
Ewing, Roy - Cummings, Jason TX/TX 68.95 0.01
Miles, Paul - Miles, Dan TX/TX 61.65 0.01
Kropff, Jerry - Bond, John OK/OK 52.00 37.90
Moore, Jason - Burnett, Mike TX/TX 52.00 0.01
Parks, Kevin - True, Brian KS/KS 47.15 0.01
Teague, Ronald - Chapman, Jack OK/OK 42.15 0.01
Evans, Lamar TX 40.40 0.01
McBride, Jeff - Cheyenne TX/TX 34.05 0.01
Burgert, Caleb - Schififelbein, Chris KS/KS 33.45 0.01
Lutke, Lance - Alexander, Ben TX/OK 28.10 0.01
Allison, Kenneth - Allison, Harold TX 27.55 0.01
Key, Johnny - White, Sam AR/AR 26.50 0.01
Cook, Ryan - Franckowiak, Scott TX/TX 24.55 0.01
Gerloff, Roger - Cook, Justin MO/MO 21.75 0.01
Williams, Marvin - Harrell, Aaron OK/OK 20.30 0.01

LARRY CRECELIUS
Media Specialist

First place - Left Doren and Lauren Smith on the right. Second place and Big Fish - Left Billy Dahlem, David Copeland on the right.
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CUSTOM HOG & BEEF PROCESSING
“Venison Sausage and Hams”

Custom Curing
Hickory Smoked Hams & Bacons

CATERING
(765) 478-3426      1-800-846-6328

www.rihmfoods.com

WAGNER’S
BARBER  SHOP  &  GUNS

553322  WW..  SShheerriiddaann
GGrreeeennssbbuurrgg,,  IINN  4477224400

Phone  (812)  663-2255553

GUNS
GUN REPAIR

Haircuuts  $10
Guuns  Slightly  More

Riverside Sporting Goods

1811 N. Washington St.
Marion, IN 46952 • 765-662-1590

Family Owned & Operated
Manager:  Chad Phillips

Fishing • Live Bait • Tackle • Propane
Ice • Hunting • Guns • Ammo • Archery

Personal Protection • Canoe Rental
U-Haul Rental - 765-664-7939

SUMMIT LAKE BAIT & TACKLE, LLC5180 Messick Rd.
New Castle, IN 47362
(765) 766-5158

Azure & John Cross
New Owners

• Primitive Camping • Camping Equipment
• Propane • Groceries • Boat Storage

• Live & Artificial Bait
• Hunting & Fishing Licenses

summitbaitandtackle@hotmail.com

Batchelor, H.S., Batchelor, Ryan KS/TX 20.25 0.01
Bredon, Scott - Bredon, Herman KS/KS 18.95 0.01
Littlejohn, Michael - Shipman, Teri TX/TX 14.85 0.01
Randolph, Daniel - Hasting, Beeka MO/MO12.90 0.01
Griffith, Chad - Reat, Bubba TX 0.01 0.01
Gipson, Chase - Barton, Jason TX 0.01 0.01
Ingram, Bobby - Miller, Carry TX/TX 0.01 0.01
Studebaker, David, Blankenship, CJ KS/KS 0.01 0.01
Anderjeski, John - Willis, Joel, TX 0.01 0.01
Roedell, Tommy - White, Ronnie OK/OK 0.01 0.01
Penn, Larry - Smith, Donnie TX/TX 0.01 0.01
Brooks, Gary - Adams, Jeff OK/OK 0.01 0.01
Gravley, Tom - Akers, Larry TX/TX 0.01 0.01
Koll, Josh - Hezy, Matt NE/NE 0.01 0.01
Hunt, Daniel - Patton, Andrew TX/TX 0.01 0.01

Vevay, Indiana to Host
Cabela’s King Kat 

“2-Day $10,000.00 Super Event"

The Cabela’s King Kat Tournament Trail will hit
the waters of the Ohio River at Vevay, Indiana Friday
and Saturday April 1 & 2, 2011 for a 2-day
$10,000.00 Super Event.  This is the opportunity for
local catfish anglers to compete for cash, prizes total-
ing $10,000.00 and a chance to advance to the
Cabela’s King Kat Classic to be held on the
Mississippi River at  Burlington, Iowa October 27-
28-29, 2011.

(Guaranteed payback of $10,000.00)
The Cabela’s King Kat Tournament Trail is the

opportunity for catfish anglers and clubs to advance
to a new level with a major payback and media
recognition for their abilities. The trail is a team
event. Teams will consist of one or two persons with
one exception. A third person may accompany the
team provided the third person is under 16 years of
age or over 65 years of age. Entry fee for this tourna-
ments is $200.00 per team. 

Weigh-In Site
The tournament weigh-in will be held at the Paul

Ogle Riverfront Park in Vevay. Tournament hours
each day will be from 6:30 AM until 3:00 PM. All
anglers must be in weigh-in line by 4:00 PM with a
limit of 5 catfish per team each day. To help preserve
the sport of competitive Catfishing only live fish will
be weighed in and all fish will be released during or
after the tournament. For a complete list of rules
phone or visit our website listed below. Anglers be
sure to stick around after the weigh in for the spon-
sor product give away. 

Registration
(Anglers Notice New Registration Times)
Registration will be held on Thursday night from

(5:00PM till 7:00PM) with a Captains meeting to be
held at (7:00PM). The Captains meeting will be held
at the Ogle Haus Inn, 1013 West Main Street in
Vevay.

(Notice) There will not be a Captains meeting the
morning of the event like in years past.  All rules will
be covered at the Thursday night registration and
meeting. This new registration time will allow
anglers to enter the water at 5:00AM tournament

Fifth place- Left Ryan Gnagy, Jeremy Munger on the right. 

Fourth place- Left Sonny Batchelor, Rickey Snow on the right.Third place- Left Sam Morris, Chris Taylor on the right.

morning and also allow more time for teams to reach
their destination and start fishing promptly at
6:30AM. Legal waters for this event will be from the
Meldahl Dam to the Cannelton Dam on the Ohio
River. 

Event Host and Host Lodging For The Event
The Switzerland County Tourism would like to

welcome the Cabela's King Kat Anglers and their
guest to the area and hope they take the time to enjoy
the many sites and attractions in the area. For more
information call: 1-(800)-435-5688 or visit their
website at: www.vevayin.com. Host lodging for the
event will be the Ogle Haus Inn, 1013 West Main
Street in Vevay. For reservations call: (812) 427-
2020. Be sure to make reservations early to assure
you get a room and be sure to mention Cabela's King
Kat Tournament Trail.

Catfish clubs and organizations may register
with the King Kat Tournament Trail and qualify your
top 2 teams from each event to fish in the Cabela’s
King Kat Classic for their support in promoting the
tournament trail. 

To register call 270-395-6774 or email at dvan-
vactor@kingkatusa.com. 

NATIONAL SPONSORS:
Cabela's The World’s Foremost Outfitter , Rebel

Yell Bourbon, Evinrude Outboards, Rippin Lips,
Minn Kota Trolling Motors, Mustad Hooks, Monster
Rod Holders, Tanglin with Catfish, Adventure
Products- EGO Nets, Vicious Fishing, Humminbird
Electronics, USCA-United States Catfish
Association, WFN-World Fishing Network, Ron
Gooding Insurance, JR Mad's Famous Fish
Breading, American Pro Catters and Action

Outdoors Products Cat-
fishing Dream Team.

For entry forms or
information on Cabela’s
King Kat Trail phone
270-395-6774, fax 270-
395-4381 or visit our
website at 
www.kingkatusa.com. 
Cabela’s King Kat
Tournament Trail
125 Ruth Ave. 
Benton, KY 42025 
OutdoorPromotions Inc
Phone: 270-395-6774
Email: 
dvanvactor@kingka-
tusa.com
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Barrel Clinics as told by
my daughter and I

What is a barrel racing clinic? Barrel racing
clinics are designed for the rider who is just start-
ing out, and those who already have experience
barrel racing and just want a better understanding
of the basics. The clinics are not for a beginner
rider. You do need to know how to ride a horse. 

I had the opportunity to attend two this year.
One was held at our local 4-H fairgrounds. We had
about eighteen participants and that is really a
number I feel works well. The other was at Saddle

by Rhonda Helming

Hoosier  Horse  Happenings

Chad Crider on my daughter's horse, Lady.  (Photo by Rhonda Helming)

Why Cook Tonight, When We’ll Deliver It right?
Lunch

&
Dinner

1111::0000  AA..MM..  -  1100::0000  PP..MM..    SSUUNNDDAAYY TThhrruu  TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY
1111::0000  AA..MM..  -  1122::0000  AA..MM..    FFRRIIDDAAYY &&  SSAATTUURRDDAAYY

201 North Main Street - Liberty, IN 47353

of Liberty

DDIINNEE  IINN        CCAARRRRYY  OOUUTT        DDEELLIIVVEERRYY  ((776655))  445588-55777755

seasoned barrel horse to a young barrel horse.
Needless to say, I needed some help getting start-
ed. My seat went to the birds, so did my hands,
feet, and some of my confidence as a rider too. The
clinic showed me how to regain my seat, remem-
ber how to place my hands and feet, and most

important, regain my
confidence as a skilled
rider. I forgot how good
of a rider I was. Young
horses tend to make you
feel stupid. 

Crider showed me
many different ways to
practice with my young
mare, and I have contin-
ued using these tech-
niques. We loped cir-
cles, squared, and some-
times we just loped in a
straight line because my
mare needed to find her
feet; meaning that she
did not know where or
how to place them when
we were running. Also,
she liked to switch leads
running, and the straight

line helped her to become more coordinated. 
Next the instructor showed me ways to keep

my horse from anticipating our turns. My horse is
very smart, like all smart creatures, they think they
know it all and do not need to practice. I’m glad he
showed me many different ways because my horse
gets bored easily by doing the same things over
and over again. The clinic also showed me that my
horse is decent in poles too. When we met one on
one, he told me that he had nothing bad to say,
except I needed to start running her now. It was,
overall, a good learning experience. For more
information on Chad Crider go to www.criderbar-
relhorses.com., or email Chad at chadcrider@hot-
mail.com. “

Now, I got to go to a Troy Crumine Clinic and
this is what I learned…

I can ride a barrel horse and my brother did an
excellent job of training my mare, Bia. But let me
tell you a little something about my experience, I
didn’t get to participate in the Crider Clinic back in
June, but I got to watch and take pictures. When a
friend of mine called and wanted to know if I
wanted to attend a barrel clinic myself, and I said
sure, why not? So off we went. Of course my best
friend, Nat, went along with me on this adventure.
I was a nervous wreck. It’s different to sit back and
watch, but when you are participating, it’s a whole

Permission from Renee Crumrine to reprint this photo of Troy Crumrine 

Up Arena at Madison,
Indiana.

Both of these clinics
were great. I just can’t
say enough good about
them.

The first clinic was
held in June and boy
was it hot and wet!
People started rolling in
on Friday evening to get
their horses settled and
trailers parked and ready
to go on Saturday morn-
ing. My daughter, Leah,
rode in the Chad Crider
Clinic and this is her
perspective on it…

“I have never been
to a clinic before I
attended the Chad
Crider Clinic. It was an
awesome experience! I
was moving from my
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J. A. BERTCH & SON
INC.

HARDWARE
PAINT

PLUMBING

ELECTRIC

51 WEST UNION STREET
LIBERTY, IN 47353

PH: 765-458-5512

CARL SHARP
27 W. Union St.Liberty, IN

458-5574 or 
800-974-5574
www.carlsharp.com

JENSEN�S
Pawn, Jewelry, 

Black Powder Guns, & Bows
702 S. State Street • Greenfield, IN 46140

Art & Mel Jensen
317-462-4721

Immediate CashLoans 
on Secured Merchandise
Fast and Confidential

Buying & Selling Gold 
& Diamond Jewelry

Guns, Electronics & More

To give a comparison of a photo of a F2 tornado here is one that hit southeast of Dimmitt, Texas on June 2, 1995. Credit:
NOAA Photo Library, NOAA Central Library; OAR/ERL/National Severe Storms Laboratory (NSSL)

F2 TORNADO MAKES UNWELCOME VISIT 
TO CELESTINE, INDIANA ON FEBRUARY 28, 2011

I got the following two e-mails from Rhonda Helming who writes “Hoosier Horse Happenings.”  This
was quite a surprise to me, I hadn’t heard of the F2 tornado hitting in Indiana on Monday, Feb 28.  I’m
thankful she, her family and horses made it through the tornado okay.

March 4, 2011
Ray,

Here is my April article. I feel very lucky to be able to send you this article. We were one of the coun-
ties in Southern IN hit by the F2 Tornado. Now that was a wild ride!! I feel lucky to be here. There are
about 8 homes totalled out, with about 15 more with severe damage. We were lucky, it only took out
about 15 of our trees, all my fences are either damaged or gone and part of my barn roof is gone.  

The horses were in the barn! I can only imagine what they were going through. This happened about
3:30 am. We were asleep and no sirens went off. It is gonna be a mess around my place for quite some
time.

March 8, 2011
Ray,

It hit around 3:30 am on Monday morning. No warning. We have about 7 or 8 homes destroyed in
our area that's not including the homes that were heavily damaged. It hit the subdivision up in Celestine.
So we  are cutting trees, the good side of the thing is we will have plenty of firewood for the up com-
ing winter. So I am pretty sure my next article will be on how to handle a tornado when you own hors-
es! 
Rhonda Helming

Tornadoes confirmed in Indiana
John Seewer | Associated Press
A tornado hit Celestine, a town of about 250 people in Dubois County, and damaged two homes and a

double-wide trailer, the weather service said. 
The Journal Gazette, Fort Wayne, IN

Tornado brings widespread damage to Dubois County, Indiana.  The National Weather Service is con-
firming that an F-2 tornado with winds up to 120 miles per hour struck Dubois County, Indiana Monday
morning, causing widespread damage. Fox41 WDRB. 

new ballgame. 
So we arrived Friday evening and got the hors-

es settled in and ready for a day of riding on
Saturday. Saturday rolls around and we are up and
ready for our big day. Now everyone knows I have
been procrastinating on giving up my old mare,
Sucha, for Bia. I just knew that this famous barrel
trainer, who has won so many awards, money and
saddles, was going to make me feel like a fool,
who didn’t know how to ride, well was I ever
wrong!

So we all gathered in the arena. There were
about 18 of us, and that was really good for a clin-
ic! Troy stepped into the arena and said, “Who
wants to go first?” Everyone just sat there and
looked around, I felt like I was back in school.
What have I got to loose is what I thought. I
stepped up on Bia. Troy says, “What do you want
to do with your mare?” I was like, “well, I want to
run barrels.” “Well,” Troy said, “Let’s see you run
a set”. I looked at him like he had two heads.
“Now?” I said. He said, “Well, yeah!”

Now, you have to understand that even though
my brother had ridden her back in the late winter
and I had trail rode her all summer, I had yet to run
her through a set of barrels. Well okay, it’s now or
never. So I checked my saddle to make sure its
nice and tight, then proceeded to climb on her and
go to run her. I loped my circle and sent her to the
first barrel. We did okay and I am still on, so I went
around the second and third then run home. Troy
said to me, “Not too bad.” I looked at him and say
that is the first time I sent her through a set. He just
looked at me. I’m pretty sure he really didn’t know
what to think about that. After Troy watched us all
run our patterns, he then stepped up and called us
back into the pen and proceeded to show us what
we were doing wrong, and how to correct it. He
had us loping circles, getting our horse to give to
us, turning off the wall, what we were doing was
teaching our horses to trust us. It was all done very
slow and very easy with your hands. Believe it or
not he told me I was doing a good job with my
hands and feet. Bia was a very good horse to ride,
she did whatever was asked of her without to much
hesitation. 

All in all, our funny stories aside it was a great
working and learning experience. I found out my
mare was, and is, very well trained. She goes any-
where I ask her, and does anything I ask her to.
Troy showed us how to get more out of our horses
with very little anxiety on the part of me or my
horse. Troy rode every one of our horses and
helped us fix our problems.

The next day, we took what Troy showed us
the day before and applied it to our runs. I for one
can tell you that I had a 100% improvement from
the ride the day before.  This clinic helped boost
my confidence, because as my daughter stated ear-
lier, young horses for me are hard to ride, they
make you think all the time, and you never know if
you are going to have a good run or they are going
to act like they have never seen a barrel pattern

before. 
The next weekend I was able to attend a horse

show and I took Bia, she placed us in the money!
Then, the next weekend we went to another show,
and she and I did horrible. I will keep on trucking
down the road with her, and keep on practicing. If
I want to get her seasoned to where my old mare is,
that is what has to be done. I am hoping that I will
be able to attend another Troy Crumrine clinic this

summer.  For more information about Troy, visit
their website at www.crumrineextreme.com/. 

Until next month everyone stay safe and get
those horses in shape ready to ride! It’s gonna be
an awesome Spring and Summer. Don’t
forget…Hoosier Horse Fair will be going on April
1, 2, and 3! 

If you have any questions, please email me at
thehelmings@psci.net.  
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MCCLEERY’S 
DOG CARRIERS

1/2” Treated Floor
Walls & Top Insulated
Custom Built 

Boxes & Trailers

LEXINGTON, INDIANA 812-866-4510

146 W. Washington St.        Parker City, IN 47368
10 Miles East of Muncie, IN Since 1972

over  2500  guns  in  stock
OVER 750 HAND GUNS IN STOCK

NNeeww  &&  UUsseedd  GGuunnss  ••  HHaannddgguunnss  ••  RRiifflleess  ••  SShhoottgguunnss
AAmmmmoo  ••  SSccooppeess  ••  HHoollsstteerrss  ••  KKnniivveess

BBllaacckk  PPoowwddeerr  GGuunnss  ••  RReellooaaddiinngg  SSuupppplliieess  ••  GGuunnssmmiitthh  SSeerrvviiccee
CCoooonn  HHuunnttiinngg  LLiigghhttss  ••  GGaammee  CCaalllliinngg  TTaappeess
LLiivvee  BBaaiitt  &&  TTaacckkllee  ••  AArrcchheerryy  SSuupppplliieess

WWhhiittee’’ss  MMeettaall  DDeetteeccttoorrss

OPEN 7 DAYS       (765) 468-8136      1-800-241-3695

WEBSITE:  WWW.LUDCOGUNSHOP.NET

Ludco Gun

by Alan “Grizz” Smith

DDoogg  TTaalleess

tial price of the pup is just a drop in the buck-
et of the expenses you will incur while trying
to get that prospect formed into a hunting dog
that you can be proud to take to the woods or
marsh.

If you start doing the math and figure out
how much it costs just to raise that dog for the
first year you may go into shock. A kennel,
dog house, bedding, collar, vaccinations, vet
checkups, worming, heart worm medication,
food and water dishes, dog feed, and the list
goes on and on. Then on top of that start
adding in the costs of training equipment and
vehicle costs for transporting your dog to the
field for training you’ll soon have several
thousand dollars invested in that prospect

Dog Deals Gone Bad
I would dare to bet that if you are reading

this column at some point and time you have
been taken advantage of in a dog deal. And if
you are truthful it has probably happened
more times than you would like to admit.
Sometimes I’m not sure if it’s just the nature
of the beast when dealing with working dogs
or if there are actually that many dog hunters
out there who are willing to give you the shaft
to recoup some of their expenses. On one
hand, hunters expect and demand a lot from
their dogs. If you look at some of the prices
paid for pure bred dogs whose sole purpose is
to be a family pet, many of which fetch
upwards of a $1000.00, yet the average coon
hunter balks at paying $300.00 for a well bred
pup. The retriever bunch seems to fall some-
where in the middle of these two groups while
still expecting their dogs to perform in the
field. When it comes to hunting dogs the ini-

whether you paid a thousand dollars or a hun-
dred dollars for it. Some dogs will just never
cut the grade and you will be out all of your
time and money. The responsible thing to do
is to put the dog into a non-hunting home as a
pet, yet most hunters will try to sell the dog.
In their ad they will point out every single
good trait the dog has and they will throw in
one bad one just to make it believable. Lots of
times this dog will be sold for $500.00 to
$800.00. That’s not cheap right? So the buyer
thinks he’s getting a pretty good dog. 

When you buy a dog you have a responsi-
bility to protect yourself from making a bad
investment. It would be nice if you could take
every seller for their word but you can’t. As
you gain experience in dog deals you will
learn what questions to ask. You have to be
very specific and look for specific answers.
Some questions you will want to ask are; how
does the dog hunt? Is this dog mean around
people? Is this dog aggressive around other
dogs? How wide does this dog hunt? Does
this dog get car sick? And the list goes on and
on. Then when you decide the dog deserves a
closer look you should spend some time
working with and hunting the dog. You should
hunt this dog alone and with a dog it is not
used to. If it is a male dog you should definite-
ly hunt him with another male dog. Then if
you are comfortable with the transaction go
ahead. This still leaves rooms for error though
as some dogs do not do well when exposed to
different types of terrain and some never per-
form well for their new owner once removed
from their previous owner. It would be best to

Alan Smith, Griffin Jessup, Todd Jessup, John Lang and Patrick Shaffmaster with Rocco with 5 geese taken off of
the Big Blue River. 2 Were banded.  (Alan Smith Photo)

Patrick Shaffmaster with Rocco, Melani Shaffmaster, John Lang , Robert Meuller Jr. with Gunner, Alan Smith and
Chad Dunkel with Gunner. 23 geese taken during the February season.  (Alan Smith Photo)
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Traditional Archery Weekend
May 27-29, 2011

The Farmland Conservation Club
Farmland, Indiana
40 Big Game & 

20 Small Game Rinehart Targets
Recurve, Longbow & Self Bow Classes

Coon Shoot Saturday
Trade Blanket Sale Saturday Night
Tomahawk Throw—New This Year

Contact: Roy Bowers 765-584-8089 or Michael Stark, 765-717-2903

Free camping and showers.  Kitchen Available. 
Vendors & Flint Knappers Welcome.   

Family Fun Come for a good time rain or shine
SPONSORS:

Traditional Bowhunter Magazine
Farmland Conservation Club ,500 W 1464 N, Winchester, IN 47394

Visit our website: www.farmlandconservationclub.org

JOHN’S
GUN & TACKLE

ULTRA DOG FOOD / OWEN’S DOG BOXES
HUNTING LIGHTS / DAN’S HUNTING CLOTHES

GARMIN TRACKING SYS. / DOG LEADS & COLLARS

ARCHERY SUPPLIES / BOWTECH BOWS
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE / TECHNO HUNTING SYS.

MUCK BOOTS / RELOADING SUPPLIES
LONG GUNS / HAND GUNS / AMMO

FISHING TACKLE, SUPPLIES & LIVE BAIT

Owners: John & Cora Durham
Manager:  Enos Amburgey

HOURS:  Monday thru Saturday 7 am - 8 pm  
Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

200 N. Highway 3 & 7
North Vernon, IN 47265

812-352-7075

DDaallee  HHaarrddyy  SSuupppplliieess
Just 2 Miles North of US 24 on US 35

Logansport,  Indiana
((557744))  775533-66884433

• Houndsmen Dog Boxes • Cajun Lights
• Nite Lites • Hunting & Trapping Supplies
• Diamond Dog Food • Buyer of Wild Root

• Red Wing Shoes • Carhartts
• Horse Supplies & Tack • Custom Leather

www.dalehardysupplies.com
dalehardy_supplies@hotmail.com

Monday - Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-5

Closed Sunday

Thirty geese that were taken during the February season. Picture taken as the sun was setting in the background. Front row; Alan Smith, Chad Dunkel with Gunner, Josh
Rauch and John Lang. Back row; Robert Meuller Jr., Dustin Voelkel and Patrick Shaffmaster.  (Alan Smith Photo)

Gunner in his hideout, owned by Robert Meuller Jr.  (Alan Smith Photo)

get a trial period if the owner will allow one.
Some will give a trial, some will not. Some
will want more money for the trial period.
Then you will have to make a judgment call.
Also all registration papers should be in order
at the time of the transaction.

I have been at this game for 32 years. I’ve
definitely had my share of bad dog deals. I’ve
also saved myself from several others. And on
occasion I still let my guard down, which is
almost always a mistake, and take someone
on their word. The last time I did this was a
whole 2 weeks ago on a Labrador retriever
deal. I’ve got a feeling I really screwed up!
Time will tell. I was short on time, the seller
seemed very honest and sincere. I wanted to
believe him and even though I had a few last
minute thoughts about this dog I took the sell-
er on his word. It was against my better judg-
ment and yet I did it anyway. Some of us will
never learn I guess. It would be easy to be
mad at the seller but I’m actually more aggra-
vated at myself for allowing it to happen.

Well on a more positive note I would like
to share a few photos from last season. One is
from the regular season and the others from
the February season. I have to say I enjoyed
hunting these urban geese. They are nowhere
near as leery as their country cousins that I’m
used to hunting. In the future I’ll try to follow
my own advice and I hope you have no dog
deals gone bad in your future as well.       
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motor right to it later.   
Regardless of how you approach it, crappie fish-

ing isn’t too difficult and it doesn’t take pricey equip-
ment to get in the game.  Sure, logging areas into a
GPS unit or spider-rigging with your boat are options
for serious crappie-a-holics, but most people do just
fine from the bank with a cane pole.  

A simple minnow suspended under a bobber next
to a stick-up will yield at least a mess of crappies
most of the time.  Small jigs – whether bare or cou-
pled with a minnow – have also resulted in many
meals for lots of folks as well, as have small
crankbaits and spoons.  The key is in finding the cor-
rect depth and structure where they are congregating.
And, once you do, you are likely to catch several.
Crappie congregate, or “school” which means if you
catch one or two in a given location, you are bound
to hook a few more.  

Light or light action rods work well for thin-
lipped crappies.  2, 4 or 6 lb. line will also fill the bill.
Pair this set-up with the aforementioned selection of
bait and lures and you have enough to start.  If using
bobbers, slip bobbers or spring bobbers will each
work fine.  Vary your presentation and depth until
you find fish.

Crappie are fun to catch, provide great eating and
are plentiful, which also makes them a perfect
species to target when taking youngsters or newbies.
With a minimal amount of gear you can be into a
mess of paper mouths, and the time is just around the
corner!

Time is right for 
Crappie bite

As I write this month’s column, most of the area
lakes and reservoirs are now only half covered with
ice as the gradually warming temperatures slowing
peel away more of the hard stuff each day.  This can
only mean that open water fishing is here, and one of
the first species of fish to take a lure in the spring is
the crappie.   

Crappies don’t actually spawn until the water
temperature is between 62 and 65 degrees Fahrenheit
(Although black crappies may start a little earlier and
white crappies a little later,) but they begin actively
seeking out suitable areas to spawn when the water is
much cooler than that – around 55 degrees or so.  So,
while it may be close to May before they actually
spawn, the month of April can hold tons of great
crappie action as well, especially in southern
Indiana.

Once winter has released her grip on the lakes,
reservoirs and ponds, the males are the first ones to
begin their ascent into shallower water from their
deeper winter haunts.  The males begin to prepare
nests for the females to lay their eggs in and most
nests are constructed in 2 to 10 feet of water in areas
with gravel or hard bottoms.  They can be caught
before nest making begins in slightly deeper water,
in the 8 to 15 foot depth range.  Then, when the
males move even shallower to prepare the nests, the
females will be staging in that 8 to 15 foot range.
Once the nests are prepared and the females are
ready to lay their eggs, they will move into the nests
to drop their eggs before moving back into somewhat
deeper water again while the males guard the nests.
Persistently dropping your offerings in the nest will
agitate the males and will often-times lead to a strike.

It’s no secret that crappies love stick-ups and
brush piles as suitable cover to both ambush prey as
well as hide from predators.  But they also like creek
channels and coves to hang out in too.  Many reser-
voirs have visible structure from the water’s surface,
but often times you will have to rely on sonar equip-
ment n order to find submerged timber, etc.  If you
fish any flood control reservoirs that are lowered
during the winter, visiting such impoundments dur-
ing these low pool months – either by walking the
shoreline or by using a boat – can reveal stumps and
other structure not normally visible when the reser-
voir is at summer pool.  You can visually make note
of such structure so that you will know the general
area and then locate the structure using your sonar
equipment, or if you have a GPS unit, you can log
the locations of such spots into it and be able to

by Joe Martino

IInnddiiaannaa  OOuuttddoooorrss

4975 S. 1000 W., Andrews, IN 46702
260-468-2768

Peacepipe
Bait & Tackle

OPEN ALL YEAR
HUNTING & FISHING LICENSE

BAIT & TACKLE
CAMPING SUPPLIES & GROCERIES 

FIREWOOD
DEER  &  TURKEY  CHECK-IIN  STATION

THE GUN DEN
Buy - Sell - Trade

337 Roosevelt Dr. Shelbyville, IN 46176
(317) 398-3852

FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR & HUNTING NEEDS

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.thegundenonline.com
We will have 12 different items 

on sale every 12 hours

We do special orders and layaways
We do consignments too

White and Black Crappie, Credit:  Artwork by Bob Hines / U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

each trip, I believe each person had done their chores
at least once or twice and on longer trips the task was
done three or more times by each person.

The schedule we set was rather rigorous and each
person knew that if they didn’t accomplish their per-
sonal responsibility or anyone was too slow, we’d
need to cancel an up and coming planned activity.  If
it was swimming in the Gulf of Mexico or in the
Atlantic Ocean, a boat trip up or down the
Mississippi, going to Busch Gardens, Disney,
Universal Studio, or to the Hard Rock Cafe, they
were always ahead of schedule

At first on each trip some scoffed at having a
guide for a hike in a State or National Park, or for a
float trip in Cajun territory of Louisiana, visiting a
National Park Museum or displays, but they knew
that if they wanted to do “fun” activities we had to be
on schedule.  Usually I didn’t hear any complaints
and I even heard my planned scheduled activities
were really enjoyable.  We billed them as education-
al school field experiences.

More group camping experiences are coming in
the May Gad-a-bout.   If you have anything about
camping you want discussed, call us at: 260-637-
3524 or e-mail us at: jmacnut@yahoo.com.    
John and El McCory

Camping Here and Beyond
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
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Military & Collectable Weapons our Specialty
• Buy-Sell-Trade  • Class 3 Weapons

• Consignments Welcome  • We Buy Collections
• Restorations-Repairs-Appraisals

7915 Southeastern Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 46239

Mon,Tue,Thu,Fri 9:30-5:00 / Wed 12-5:00 / Sat 9-1:00 / Sun Closed
Other Hours by Appointment

317-862-4867
www.wanamakerguns.com  wanagun@sbcglobal.net

TOLLIVERS
Hunting & Fishing Supplies

Directions: From Salem: go 135 N 12 mi., turn
east bottom of Milport Knobs, go 3/10 mile.
From Brownstown: go 135 S. approx. 10 mi.,
then same as above.

(812) 358-4867 or 1-800-238-0358

• Guns  • Ammo  
• Camo Clothing 

• Mathews Bow Dealer  
• Live Bait  • Voyager Boats

See  Us  For  All  Your  Archery  Needs

Troyer’s Country Store 
& Bakery

20 Varieties Cheese, Plus Raw Milk
Cheese • Deli Meats • Bulk Foods, etc.

Baked Goods on Friday & Saturday
ADM Feed Available

Dog • Goat • Horse • Chicken & more
Hours: Monday to Friday 8-5 / Saturday 8-4

10599 South SR 3, Milroy, IN 46156

(765) 629-2604

DNR Officer of Shelby County on a daily basis.  The
DNR is a very important part of conservation, mak-
ing us safe when we hunt or fish. Ted and Addy are
trained to keep the bad guys running in a straight
line, so our youth learn from good examples.

Our Quails Forever officers are thriving to get
our youth into productive activities, to teach them
the proper ways of hunting and conservation.
Without the conservation there is no wild life.
Without wildlife there is no conservation.  

Quails Forever has a spectacular group of peo-
ple, Tim Weaver ( president), David Settles (Vice-
President), Duane Smith ( Secretary), Susie Suiter
(Treasurer), Sheryl Settles (Youth Chairman), Garnet
Dennison (Habitat Chairman) and a great bunch of
sponsors and volunteers that make all of this possible
for our youth.

To all of our officers and volunteers thank you
for all of your help and donations.

Our banquet is scheduled for 8/27/11.  Feel free
to contact one of us at anytime for information.  Tim
Weaver (317-491-2936) or David Settles (317-439-
5688)

Quail Forever #3049 Blue
River Chapter Youth Hunt

Opening day of pheasant season!  Off to the
clubhouse for breakfast, biscuits and gravy, scram-
bled eggs, orange juice and the necessary cup of cof-
fee for the adults.  Afterwards the officers hold an all
important safety meeting to teach the youth the
importance of handling firearms and watching out
for fellow hunters.  All young hunters are required to
obtain a hunters education course and have with
them the hunter’s education card given to them after
completion of the course.

Then it’s out to catch the Pheasants and release
them into the fields that have been planted for the
purpose of conserving the life of the pheasant.  We
split the youth up into groups with a Quail Forever
officer along with one of the officers' hunting dogs.
Each and every youth is given the opportunity to
hunt their very own bird to take home and show off
to Mom.

Through out the summer months we offer differ-
ent activities for the youth, preparing them for the
annual pheasant hunt.  Some of these activities
include a target shoot, a clay bird shoot and we even
have a day set aside for planting sorghum and other
seed that attract these beautiful birds.  All of this is
made possible from the proceeds of the Quails
Forever annual banquet.

The Quails Forever have also donated a wonder-
ful Labrador retriever to the DNR.  Her name is
Addy.  She works along the side of Ted Stine, the

asked if they had entered a sweepstakes.  They all
answered no.  Then how can you win without
entering?   Besides, when have you ever heard of
sending money to a sweepstakes to get money

News From The Indiana State Police
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Bottom left to right: the names are Josh Miligan, Crosby Jackman, Levi Miligan, Aaron Evans, Samantha Settles.  Top left to rigtht: Garnett Dennison, Jeff Miligan, Jeremy Morgan, Chris
Dewitt, David Settles, David Ellis.  The dogs' name is Dakota.    (Quail Forever Photo)

back?
During 2010 the IC3 website received its 2

millionth complaint in November.  The web site
started operation in 2000, and didn’t reach its mil-
lionth complaint until 2007.  It took about half that
time to register the next million complaints, show-
ing how common these scams have become. If
you feel you’ve been a victim, the website for a
complaint is www.ic3.gov.

We’ve all heard comedian Bill Engvall’s com-
edy routine, “here’s your sign.”  Recently during
the ice and snow storm, Lt. Burke and I experi-
enced one of these “here’s your sign” moments. I-
70 westbound traffic had been stopped and backed
up for over an hour with four semi’s within a cou-
ple miles or so of each other hanging precariously
over overpasses, obviously blocking the interstate.
We finally had gotten enough personnel in place
to direct traffic around and off of I-70 onto US 27
into Richmond.

The Lt. and I were directing traffic at US 27,
during a raging snow squall in 20 degree weather
and high winds, when an out of state car pulls up,
stops and blocks everything.  The driver calmly
rolled down his window and asked the one ques-
tion that invariably gets asked in this situation
every time. He shouts out “Hey, is the interstate
closed?” Sir, if you’re out there somewhere read-
ing this….

Well this brings to close another month’s install-
ment. Thanks again for reading the article and
allowing all of us to serve all of you.  You can con-
tact me anytime at jbowling@isp.in.gov.  Be safe
out there and we will talk again next month.
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FREE INSPECTION

DAVIS
TRANSMISSIONS

RANDY DAVIS, OWNER

715 NW 5TH STREET

RICHMOND, IN 47374

DIAL 765-962-9744

765.644.7113 Anderson, IN
765.332.3048 Straughn, IN

HOYT & MATTHEWS
For the best in service & sales, come see us

for all your outdoor needs.
5245 US 40 EAST

STRAUGHN, INDIANA
Tues - Fri 1 PM - 8 PM / Sat 11 AM-5 PM

Closed Sunday & Monday 

www.girtsarchery.com

6330 So. C.R. 575 E
Selma, IN 47383

Ph. (765) 286-5049

2830 E. Memorial
Muncie, IN 47302
Ph. (765) 287-8587

Open 7 Days

Spring on the River

Certainly there is no better time to take a fishing trip to the river or lake than
in the Spring. After a long hard winter, the water is warming up and the fish are
hungry.

The fishing shows provide information on how to catch fish and where to
locate them. A good guide that knows the river can help make your day on the
river worthwhile. He knows the river or lake and where the fish are located. He
can put you on the fish and tell you what lures to use to catch the fish.

The boat ride on the river can be exciting as the guide speeds up or down the
river at speeds of up to 35 miles per hour as he dodges tree branches, rocks and
other obstacles in the water. His boat is jet propelled and he doesn't have to worry
about a propeller hitting a stump or rock.

The scenery along the river is wonderful. You may see bald eagles, great blue
herons, king fishers, Canadian geese, ducks, and other wildlife along the river.

Trees will be putting out new green leaves and wildflower will be blooming
along the bank. Big and little mushrooms will be sticking their spongy heads up
out of the forest floor.

I ask what better medicine for cabin fever than a day on the river with a guide
like Jason Roberts? See you down the river. Who knows, you might even catch
a big small mouth bass.

Jason Roberts owns Honey Creek Tackle in Bargersville, Indiana.

A Note from Claude:
"I enjoy The Gad-a-bout, I pick it up at Ed's Trading Post in Nineveh.  You

use to stop in Indianapolis.  Claude Wade, Retired from Indiana Department of
Natural Resources, Entomology.”

Article and Photos by Claude Wade
Retired Entomologist

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Claude Wade holding a nice smallmouth bass caught from river.

One of Spring’s bounty - Morel mushrooms along the river bank.

1st Right Photo:  Jason Roberts guides his boat to fishing spot.  2nd Right Photo:
Fishing Guide Jason Roberts caught this Spotted Bass.  3rd Right Photo:  Walleye
caught from the river, a varitable source for a smorgasbord of fish.  

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE 
ADVERTISERS •• ADVERTISING IS
THE ONLY REVENUE OF THIS PAPER



THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2011 PAGE  29APRIL 2011

“Deer and Turkey Check Station”
Home Processing Supplies

Excellent Sausage & Jerky Seasonings, 
Casings, etc. — “Check us out”

15 W. Grant Street
Knightstown, IN 46148
765-345-2074

Opening March 25th “Welcome Back”
Snack Shack

Breakfast and Lunch
HRS: Mon - Sat  7 a.m. to 7 p.m. / Sun  7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

TTiimm  GGllaaddnneeyy
1117 Alexandria Pike
Anderson, IN 46012

765.649.9025

it isn’t proper English.)
Wash ramps and cut into 1/3’s
Cook bacon in a large skillet until crisp.  Remove

and set aside.
Add the ramps to the bacon grease and cook just

until wilted.
Drain grease and put cooked ramps into a large

bowl.  Add crumbled bacon to the ramps and stir in.
Put a few sliced boiled eggs on top and serve with a
little vinegar or lemon juice.  Serve with fried pota-
toes (taters), cornbread, and fried ham slices.

Some information about Ramps:
1)-Ramps are akin to onion and garlic.
2)-The ramp seed will lay dormant for many years.
3)-Ramps are eaten by deer, turkey, and groundhogs in
early spring.
4)-Ramps will continue to grow under the late snows in
early spring.
5)-It takes about five years for a ramp to be fully matured.
6)-Ramps appear starting the last of February and the first
of March.
7)-There are white ramps and red ramps.  Red are more
predominant.
8)-Ramps are known to cause you to have funny dreams.
9)-Ramp seeds can be gathered in September.
10)-Ramps can be dehydrated and used months later.
11)-Dehydrated ramps can be crumbled and used like a
seasoning.
12)-The ramp is a member of the Lily family.

If you would like more information on Ramps
contact Glen Facemire, Jr. in Richwood, WV –
26261.  I don’t think you need a street address as I
think Glen is or was the Post Master and Richwood
isn’t all that big.  Ask him about his book “RAMPS”
From The Seed To The Weed and I think he also has
a recipe booklet for sale called, Ramps and Ramp
Cookin’.  You might want to look up this website I
found – “RAMPS! "The King of Stink".

Go out and look for some other spring greens if
there are no ramps where you live and serve up some
“tonic weeds,” when it’s your turn to do the kookin’
‘round your next kampfire.

KAMPFIRE KOOKIN’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

firms. After a family vet, personnel at animal shelters
or a breeder places a chip, it is tested and the ID
number and information about the pet is listed with a
registry service. Tyler is listed with a service called
HomeAgain.

When a pet goes missing, several actions can
take place. The owner of the missing pet can report it
to the registration firm. If the pet is found and the
chip scanned with the information reported to the
firm, the owner and or vet will be contacted.

However, it only works if the person who finds
your pet has it checked for a chip.

Among the information listed with HomeAgain
is our email address, and on a monthly basis, the
service sends me an email newsletter. The most
recent one caught my attention. It contained informa-
tion about five of the many 2010 successes recon-
necting owners and their pets.

One of the successes was posed by a lady named
Maria from Upper Black Eddy, Pa.

Outdoors Tales
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

“Very recently, Moose and Grizzly's (pet dogs)
wireless fence batteries went dead - without our
knowledge. By the time my husband said, ‘I wonder
where the puppies are?’ We looked outside where
they usually played, and they were nowhere to be
seen.

“Then, like someone had been listening to us, we
received a call from HomeAgain. The puppies had
managed to get half a mile through the dense woods
behind our house, cross a major intersection, and
were found walking down the street. 

“We didn't pay much attention to our
HomeAgain service, since we have a wireless fence,
but thank goodness we had it.

“When I stopped by to personally thank our
neighbors they told me that "it was a great service."
All they did was make a call and they were connect-
ed to us. I'm going to renew my membership for
life...”.

And as I finished writing this column, I heard a
story on the 11 o’clock news about a family in
Miami, who had the family dog returned after it had
been missing three years. It turned up at an animal
shelter where it was checked for a chip. The dog was
in good condition and the Florida family was
extremely happy.

HomeAgain is my dog Tyler’s registry because it
is used by my vet. Others probably are good as well.
There is no guarantee a microchip will reunite you
with a missing pet, but no doubt it will increase the
chances.

# # # #
Contact writer Phil Junker by email at: 

outdoorscribe@yahoo.com

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

cation and training in the area of serving individuals
with physical disabilities or developmental delays.
For an application, please contact your high school
guidance counselor.”

For further information contact:  Lesli Whitney
(765) 855-2482 or eastersealswu@comcast.net

MY NEIGHBORHOOD VISITORS
Since finding a use for my pile of limbs by the

road here on South Street in Centerville, Indiana,
feeding the birds when the ground was covered by
snow and ice, for an extended period of time, quite a
few species have turned up.  And now I am feeding
over on School too.

Following is several photos of my new found
hungry friends: 

I spotted this pileated woodpecker from afar, it was
behind my house pecking away on February 9.  Last one
of these I saw was in Brown County State Park.

This red-headed woodpecker was pecking away on our
walnut tree in front of our house on School while a cou-
ple of squirrels ate the seed corn at the base of the tree.

This turtle-dove has just picked up a kernel of corn and
is watching me take his photo.  Its mate is closer to me
just in front of the porch.

Black Face lives across the street in a tall maple tree, he
has run across the street and is burying the peanut just
east of his home-place.  I’ve told him/her it isn’t safe
crossing School Street without looking both ways!

Black Face, a fox squirrel who I have named, he/she is
the only one who will sit still when I throw it some
peanuts in the shell.  Here he/she is checking the size of
the peanut, I think.  It doesn’t eat them, see next photo.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Gad’s Corner
SEND YOUR PHOTOS TO:  THE GAD-A-BOUT, P.O. BOX 85, CENTERVILLE, IN 47330 (INCLUDE A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE IF YOU WANT THE PHOTO RETURNED)

Knightstown Locker, Inc.
MEAT PROCESSING

OOppeenn::    MMoonn,,  WWeedd,,  FFrrii  88-66  
TTuueess  &&  TThhuurr  88-55

SSaatt  88-1122

“Pick up your summer sausage & 
snack sticks at our store.”

8037 South 575 West
Knightstown, IN 46148

(765) 345-2410  (800) 718-6010
www.ktownmeatsandcatering.com

ktownlocker@embarqmail.com

Daniel D. Titus, Owner & Operator

Gas City Bait & Tackle
113 South Harrisburg Ave.

Gas City, IN 46933
(765) 674-7643

WE DELIVER
WHOLESALE BAIT

Fishing:  The World’s number
one sport.  So be a sport and
take a kid fishing.

Ken Rushton Group from Glenwood, Indiana.  Walleye limit of 154 pounds caught 6-8-10.
(Boytim Charter Service Photo, Marblehead, OH)

Josh Baker took this 185 pound Buck in Union County with a gun.  (Dave’s Triangle Inc. Photo,
Brookville Lake, IN)

Taylor Phillips took her first deer during the youth hunt with a gun.  (Dave’s Triangle Inc. Photo,
Brookville Lake, IN)

Jim Rowe took these rabbits in the winter of 2010.  His dog’s
name is Mike.  (Dave’s Triangle Inc. Photo, Brookville Lake, IN)

Ken Rushton Group from Glenwood, Indiana.  Walleye limit of 193 pounds caught 6-9-10.  Catch
included 4 “Fish Ohio” Walleye (28 to 30 inches)  (Boytim Charter Service Photo, Marblehead, OH)

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

RETIRED DNR ENTOMOLGIST 
CLAUDE WADE IN THIS ISSUE

I got a packet from Claude Wade with a article
and several pictures and the note below.

"I enjoy The Gad-a-bout, I pick it up at Ed's
Trading Post in Nineveh.  You use to stop in
Indianapolis. I retired from Indiana Department of
Natural Resources, Entomology.”

I remember Claude Wade.  That was a long time
ago when I published my first outdoor publication,
The Outdoor Gad-a-bout, a magazine that only last-
ed five years, 1973 to 1978.

I used to stop at the State Office Building in
downtown Indianapolis, when the 6th floor was all
DNR offices.  Most of the people I pestered back
then have retired.  I have fond memories though of
many activities where I came in contact with the
DNR, a few were more like confrontations, but hey,
that is what makes life interesting.  Probably the
most interesting interactions with the DNR was the
Buffalo Riders 1973 to ?  I never did get nominated
for any awards from the Buffalo Riders meetings, but

I did successfully nominate three winners; Bruce
Hardy for Conservationist of the Year, SPUR for
Conservation Organization of the Year and Joe Cales
as Conservationist of the Year.  I did get a nice
plaque from the Law Enforcement Division for my
help with TIP in the early 80's.  Back then we barely
ever had enough money to pay rewards.  Then when
Dean Shadley took over as the coordinator, things
changed and TIP became the successful organization
it is today.  It was Dean that was responsible for my
getting the only and most treasured plaque on the
wall in my office from T.I.P.  

2011 INDIANAPOLIS SPORT SHOW
VERY DISAPPOINTING FOR ME

I planned for six months, printing extra papers
for the booth location that was on my contract. I’ve
had that same location across the aisle from the
Indiana Bass Federation for the past two years.  But
this year when I went to set up my booth, I found that
my booth had been moved to the east end of Tackle
Town, next to the “Hawg Trough” booth #T563.  I
had told my readers in my already published, 4 Sport
Show issues, December, January, February and
March that I would be in booth #T337 same location
as 2010.  To make matters worse The Gad-a-bout
name wasn’t listed in the Show Brochure that listed

all of the businesses attending the show, nor was The
Gad-a-bout listed as an exhibitor in the listing on the
internet.  Consequently his year I didn’t see any of
the regular people who come by the booth every year
to get their Gad-a-bout (s) at the show.  In past years
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COLOR RATES: 1 SPOT COLOR (ALL SIZES) $10  •  FULL COLOR 4-10 COL
IN $15 / 12-24 COL IN $25 / 26-48 COL IN $35 / 50-96 COL IN $50

PENNTOWN
Lee’s RV

On Target Polaris
PERKINSVILLE
Bundy Ducks
RICHMOND

Dunhams Discount Sports
Doc’s BPWest 40

RUSHVILLE
Jerry Adams Taxidermy

Keaton Law Office
Peoples Bank

Phiips Animal Hospita
SALAMONIES LAKE AREA
West Lost Bridge DNR Office

VERNON
Crosley Fish & Wildlife Area

WINCHESTER
Haircrafters

DEVELOPING AREA
PICK-UP LOCATIONS

ATTICA
Downtown Sports

BEDFORD
Cosner’s Gun Shop

Golden Gables Restaurant
FRENCH LICK
Fast Eddie’s

INDIANAPOLIS
West Side Bait Shop

Developing Area Pick Up Points
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE UNITED STATES IS MISSING A PART

The missing part of the Constitution should
have been put in The Constitution of the
United States in 1776, but for some unex-
plained reason it was left out.  

Due to that oversight this part should be
placed in The United States Constitution with-
out delay.  

The part left out in 1776 should read as fol-
lows:  Any elected official regardless of politi-
cal party will be immediately dismissed, with-
out recourse, if they desert their post and are
unwilling to return for political reasons.

On The Cutting Edge
“My Cutting Edge Opinion”

I had to apologize for not having papers in
Indianapolis for them, but this year I was going to
tell them I was on the internet
(www.thegadabout.com) now they and others can
read it on my website for free every month.   

Last year, 2010, people picked up a record 6500
Gad-a-bouts at my booth.  I planned on having over
7000 papers there this year.  Had I not been able to
put papers at three other booth locations and two
boat dealer locations, in the Coliseum, East and West
Pavilions I wouldn’t have had the 5,000 papers
picked up this year.  I won’t have a booth at the
Indianapolis Sport Show in 2012. 

To make matters worse when I arrived at my
booth location Saturday morning, February 26th, my

The Staff of the Grandt Rods booth at the Indianapolis Sport Show, Indiana State Fairgrounds February 18 thru 27,
2011.  Thank you for helping The Gad-a-bout.  From left to right:  Vince Weirick, Scott Haas, Brian Belevender, Chris
Laros, Jim Grandt, Jacqueline Grandt and Bill Cisler.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)

LOGANSPORT
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only neighbor on my left in booth 562, they moved
him to the center of Tackle Town.  In the process of
their moving my stuff they had knocked my sign
half-way down on the backdrop. I looked for a lad-
der in the Geoge Fern room, but couldn’t find one.
Thinking it no problem to get up to it, I stacked four
bundles of papers and stepped up on them, while
hanging on to the bar at the top, I lifted the end of the
sign up, well the force of gravity won and I toppled
backwards down onto the cement floor!  Evidently
my head hit my table on the way down, which
flipped over spilling hundreds of papers and filled
bags onto the cement floor.  I lay there for a couple
of seconds.  Before I could get myself up though sev-
eral people came running to my aide and offered to

help me get up.  I want to publicly thank the guys and
owners of Grandt Rods, (whose booth was located
across the aisle from mine) who not only helped me
up, Scott Haas fixed a leg on the table that was bent
out of shape, they helped me pick up the papers and
set everything up again. Scott also got up on a chair
and straightened up my sign on the back drop.  All of
them kept tabs on me for a long while afterwards,
making sure this ole’ man of 69 was okay.  It’s great
to have caring people around, who sincerely offer
help when help is needed - thank you very much Jim
and Jacqueline Grandt, Scott Haas, Vince
Weirick, Brian Belevender, Chris Laros and Bill
Cisler.  See their photo above.  Check out their web-
site: www.grandtrods.com/ or call 847-577-0848.

A view of my Gad-a-bout booth at the Indianapolis Sport
Show next to seating for the “Hawg Trough” at left,
across aisle from Grandt Rods booth and around the
corner from the restrooms.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)
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