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July 1 - February 28 
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Now Carrying In Stock

Area  Rugs!
12 Styles To Choose From!

Shades Of America

kathy ireland
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Friday 6:00 am to 6:00 pm

Daily Homemade Specials
Breakfast & Lunch “Served All Day”
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Owners:  James & Michelle Miller

We Shop
Local

B
R

IN
G

 T
H

IS
 C

O
U

PO
N

BRING THIS COUPON

B
R

IN
G

 T
H

IS
 C

O
U

PO
N

723 S. 5th Street
Turn right off “G” St. Bridge

Richmond, IN 47374
765-935-2528
“Free Drink” 

With Purchase Of
“A Daily Special”



SPECIAL FEATURES
Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Festival by the Lake May 5,6,7, 2017 by Ray Dickerson (Special 4-Page Pull-Out) . . . . . . . . . . . .Pages 13,14,15,16
The Potawatomi “Trail of Death is a Regional Historic Trail Part 3 by Shirley Willard (Guest Writer) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 25

REGULAR FEATURED WRITERS
ROAMING THE OUTDOORS Editorial Comment & Opinion

by Ray Dickerson (Jim Raymer new writer, Dennis Dabney, Eastern IN Gem Show, Van Wimmer Gem Show & 3 Atta Boys). . Page 4 
BROOKVILLE LAKE So You Wanna’ Catch More Fish

by Tag Nobbe (Fishing Brookville Lake and River above the lake in March) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 5
INDIANA STATE POLICE News from the Indiana State Police

by Sgt. John D. Bowling (ISP Website-Full of Helpful Information and Links) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 6 
LAKE MICHIGAN Fishing Lake Michigan

by Capt. Mike Schoonveld (Keying on Fishing Videos) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 7
OUTDOORS Indiana Outdoors

by Joe Martino (Start now to have a chance at Western and some Midwestern hunts) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 8 & 9
CRAPPIE FISHING Indiana Slab Masters

by Jim Raymer (Indiana Slab Masters 7th Season Tournament Schedule for 2017) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 10
INDIANA ADVENTURES Adventure in Indiana with Cole King

by Cole King (Development of an ORV Trail System) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 11
SALAMONIE RESERVOIR Great Lakes of the Wabash River - Fishing News

by Ryan Pershing (Great Lakes of the Wabash Spring is in our thoughts) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 12 
OUTDOOR HUMOR: Misfires & Snags

by Dan Graves (A SPORTSMAN’S VEHICLE) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 17
OUTDOORS & TRAVEL Outdoors with Rich Creason

by Rich Creason (A Look at Indiana for Fun Activities) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 18 & 19
GUN REPAIR Notes from Prairie Wolf Gun Repair

by Marshall Smith (Customizing your Mosin Nagant rifle). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 20
TRAPPING Indiana State Trappers Association

by Dr. Fred Philips, DVM (Time to think of Rendezvous) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 21
TOURISM Visit Fayette County, IN For The Fun Of It!

by Donna Schroeder  (Building a public building) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 22
MIDWEST OUTDOORS Connected Afield

by Glenn Kelsey (Farmers & Hunters Feeding The Hungry) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Page 24

GAD-A-BOUT DEPARTMENTS
Advertiser Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 2
Gad’s Corner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pages 26

PAGE  3MARCH  2017 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2017

Created in 1990 & Published Monthly 
by Kentucky Colonel Ray Dickerson

or the name given to him by Golden Eagle in 1995
LOKA’DWE ICHUTAKU YUSHEDON’

Translated “Man who gets things done!”
at 105 East South Street, Centerville, IN 47330

TO CONTACT THE GAD-A-BOUT
Cell:  765-960-5767         Office:  765-855-3857

Website: www.thegadabout.com
**E-Mail: raythegadabout@gmail.com

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/thegadabout
COPYRIGHT BY GADCOE 2017

DISCLAIMER:  The ideas and opinions expressed by
the writers appearing in The Gad-a-bout are not
necessarily the same as the publishers.

MARCH 2017 • Volume XXVII • N0. 324

THE

GAD-A-BOUT

TERRITORY

1990 - 2008

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTOS

IN THIS ISSUE

Top Left:   The Smokin’on the Water BBQ Festival By
The Lake will be held on May 5,6,7, 2017.  The barbe-
cue contests are open to all who want to participate.
Everything you need to know about participating can
be found on the Liberty Lions Club website, whether
you want to enter barbecue contests, set up a vendor
booth, volunteer to help during the festival or just
attend as a spectator.  Parking is free and there is no
admission to attend the event.  There is handicapped
parking near the front gate.  The website is www.liber-
tyindianalions.com.  See Pages 13-16 (Photo by
Ray Dickerson)
Top Right:  Farmers & Hunters Feeding The Hungry
booth at Renfro’s 20th Annual Indiana Deer, Turkey &

Waterfowl Expo Feb 23-26, 2017.  Stop by their booth
to see how you can help.  See Page 24 (Photo by
Ray Dickerson)  (You can pick up a Free Gad-a-bout at
the FHFH and ISTA booths in the Exposition Hall)
Bottom Left: There are more than five billion
video views on YouTube each day, watched by
well over a billion people.  With luck and skill, you
could go viral!  See page 7 (Photo by Capt. Mike
Schoonveld)
Bottom Right:  Start now to have a chance at Western
and some Midwestern hunts for next fall especially if
you plan on applying for an out of state or draw tag.
Many deadlines are fast approaching.  See page 8 & 9
for details.  (Photo Courtesy of Rick Thomas)

Rate Sheet & Contract Form . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 2

“We are located across the road from Mounds S.R.A. Entrance at Brookville Lake”
E-mail:  boats@parksidemarineandmore.com Website:  parksidemarineandmore.com

CRESTLINER 
BOATS

HARRIS
FLOTEBOTE

7191 FOX RUN RD BROOKVILLE, IN 47012 765-647-4619

CRESTLINER PT 20

2100 RAPTOR WT

230 GRAND MARINER SL

220 SOLSTICE SL

COME SEE US AT THE 2017
INDIANAPOLIS BOAT, SPORT &

TRAVEL SHOW FEB 17-26, 2017 AT
THE INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS 

220011 77
BBOOAATT    SSHHOOWW    SSPPEEEECCIIAALLSS

“IN HOUSE BOAT SHOW”
SATURDAY • MARCH 4, 2017 • AT PARKSIDE MARINE

MERKAMP
Sales & Service

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. - Noon

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

Jct. HWY 35 North & 38
Richmond, IN 47374

765-962-2048

ADVERTISING SALES
CALL: RAY DICKERSON

CELL: 765-960-5767 OFFICE:  765-855-3857
CALL:  RICH CREASON

CENTRAL INDIANA CELL: 765-215-3478
CALL:  DUSTIN BANTZ

NORTH EAST INDIANA CELL: 260-729-2265



JIM RAYMER, PRESIDENT AND
FOUNDER OF THE INDIANA SLAB
MASTERS BEGINS NEW COLUMN

IN THE MARCH GAD-A-BOUT
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by Ray Dickerson

Roaming The Outdoors
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 23

GEM, MINERAL, JEWELRY,
FOSSIL SHOW & SALE

March 3-5, 2017
Friday & Saturday 10-6 / Sunday 11-4
Donation: Adults $5.00 / Senior Citizens (60+) $3.00

Students (7-18) $1.00 / Under 7 Free
Scouts & Leaders in uniform Free
KUHLMAN CENTER

Wayne County 4-H Fairgrounds - 861 N. Salisbury Road
RICHMOND, INDIANA 47374

GOOD FOOD AVAILABLE
SPONSORED BY 

Eastern Indiana Gem & Geological Society, Inc.
Dealer Chairman John Lamont 765-647-4894 / Infor: 937-339-1966

44th ANNUAL SPRING SHOW

Jewelry, Gem, Mineral, Crystals & Fossil Dealers.  Exhibits, Displays, Door Prizes -- Silent
Auctions, Children’s Activities.  Demonstrations of Fluorescent Minerals, Micro Mounts, Gold
Panning & Wire Wrapping, Fossil Cleaning, Glass Bead Making, Flint Knapping & Faceting.

We are having a Raffle one of the prizes is a beautiful piece of a Celestite Geode

CUSTOM HOG & BEEF PROCESSING
“Venison Sausage and Hams”

Custom Curing
Hickory Smoked Hams & Bacons

CATERING
(765) 478-3426      1-800-846-6328

www.rihmfoods.com

Troyer’s Country Store & Bakery
28 Deli Meats

45 Cheeses
Weekly Deli Specials

Daily Sandwich Specials
Roll Butter

Deli Hours: 8 am-4:30 pm Mon-Fri / 8 am-3:30 pm Sat / Closed Sun
8 mi. North of Greensburg or 10 mi. South of Rushville on SR3

Call: 765-629-2604

••••CCCCrrrreeeewwwwssss    AAAAvvvvaaaaiiii llllaaaabbbblllleeee

Jim Raymer is a
happily married man
with 8 children and
7 grand children.
Jim has over 20
years of fishing
competitively for
crappie and has been
crappie fishing for
most of his life. He
is the president of
the Indiana Slab
Masters and was
also the founder of
the club in 2010. Jim JIM RAYMER

has been the president of the club since it was found-
ed. He is passionate about teaching others the sport
of crappie fishing and looks for ways to help
improve the awareness of select harvesting of crap-
pie.  Jim works as an Account Manager for a
mechanical contractor in central Indiana. Jig tying
and other fishing crafts are a major past time and
hobby.  Jim is passionate about his family.

Jim’s first regular column is on Page 10 in this
issue.  He is announcing this is the Slab Masters 7th
Tournament Season beginning with the kick off tour-
nament at Patoka Lake, April 1, 2017.

Ron Bilbrey wrote the previous Indiana Slab
Master column, initiating it several years ago.  Ron
and his fishing partner Tom Hankins are now fishing
the U.S.A. Crappie Circuit and doing quite well at it.
I wish them good luck and want to thank Ron here
for his dedication and making his column one of my
most read fishing columns in The Gad-a-bout.  Side
note:  Ron may appear occasionally writing a
Crappie U.S.A. article now and then.  Many of you
readers may remember when Larry Crecelius kept
me up to date on U.S.A. Crappie events.  Larry is a
Media Specialist for U.S.A. Crappie.  Larry lives in
Salem, IN.

MY GOOD FRIEND, VETERAN, NOW
CIVILIAN DENNIS DABNEY SENT ME
THE ABOVE PHOTO OF A BASS HE
CAUGHT IN VIRGINIA

Many of you readers may recall my writing about
the then, Colonel Dennis Dabney, stationed at Wright
Patterson AFB.  He and his son, Derrick, appeared on
the cover of my January 2012 Gad-a-bout. Dennis
was holding a 4 pound Smallmouth Bass he caught
in Brookville Lake November of 2011 fishing with
Tag Nobbe.  Dennis also caught a 10 pound Striped
Bass that day.  

The above photo of the bass caught in Virginia,
Dennis said in his e-mail, he gave credit to Tag
Nobbe for showing him how to use a blade lure at
Brookville Lake back in 2011-2012.

Dennis retired from the U.S. Air Force September
of last year, his last assignment was at the Pentagon.
He and his family now live in Virginia.  He also told

Dennis Dabney caught this nice size bass in
January using a blade lure Tag Nobbe showed
him how to use at Brookville Lake a few years
ago. 

Tag returning to Garr Hill ramp on 06-02-2012
with Dennis, Derrick and their Uncle after a
successful day of fishing on Brookville Lake.
I met them there to take some photos.    

me his kids bought him a fish finder so now he can
at least see the fish, he isn’t catching!

I have kept in touch with Dennis via the internet
since they left this area.  He invited us to attend his
retirement celebration in Arlington, VA last
September, but we couldn’t get away due to my
working on The Gad-a-bout at that time.  

I send Dennis The Gad-a-bout, I think he will
enjoy seeing the photo I took of them with Tag



PAGE  5MARCH  2017 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2017

Brookville Lake Guide Service
Guide:  Tag Nobbe

Phone:  765-647-4329
Cell:  765-265-3238

Web: brookvillelakeguideservice.com

Near Brookville Lake just south of Brookville on U.S. Hwy 52 (765) 647-3600

Fishing Brookville Lake and
River above the lake in March

One of the first places to fish at Brookville lake is
not the lake at all, but the tail water. Also called the
stilling basin. This is where walleye will congregate
in the spring due to their spawning cycle.

Pryor to walleye spawning they have an urge to
swim up stream or into the current. The reason for
this is the female walleye will immediately leave her
eggs after they are expelled. If she doesn't do this in
current her eggs will die. In the natural world the
male and female walleye will swim up stream and
get spread out all over the entire river system.  This
is interrupted by the Brookville Lake dam. It appears
that when they enter the stilling basin they are con-
fused on what to do, so they just meander around. As
you can see after a couple of weeks of this they  will
get pretty concentrated in just this one area. This is
where you come into play.  This is a timing thing
though. If you time it right your eating walleye. If
you time it wrong your eating what ever you can find
in the bottom of the refrigerator. This good bite will
last about 2 weeks, but its not an exact science. So
you need to plan on fishing a couple times a week at
least, tell your wife I said it was okay.

If you miss this bite don't fret, there is a good bite
in the river that feeds the lake. The best way to get
there from Brookville is to drive straight up state
road 101 to liberty Indiana hang a left at the second

by Tag Nobbe
Professional Fishing Guide

So You Wanna Catch
More Fish

stop light. That will put you on state road 44 go out
that road about 3 or 4 miles to treaty line boat ramp.
There is a huge state owned parking lot there, park
anywhere you like. This whole stretch of river has
the potential to be good, so don't get stuck in one
spot. Remember during the spawning cycle spawn-
ing fish will want to be in this river because of the
current. Not only walleye, but white bass will be
packed in here as well going through their spawning
cycle. A simple cast and retrieve is all that is needed.
Your fishing pole should be a 6 foot medium light
spinning pole with 6 lb. test line. Your tackle should
be a hand full of jigs, some 3 inch curly tails in var-
ious colors, and some inline spinners 1/16 to 1/8
ounce. When fishing for walleye think slow and
close to the bottom. When fishing for white bass
think fast and close to the surface.

If you have a boat, March is big walleye time on
the lake. What your trying to do here is look for the
warmest water on the lake. This is where you need a
depth finder with a temperature gauge. As you move
around the lake you will notice that the surface tem-
perature will vary depending on what part of the lake
you are on. Try to fish the banks where the warmer
water is. The warmer water will come from the sun
hitting a shore line all day, or running water coming
into the lake from a creek. Points are also a good bet.
I have found over the years this is not a numbers
game at this time of year though, it's 1 big fish. Your
fishing pole should be a 6 ft 6in. trigger stick, a good
quality bait caster spooled with 15 lb test line. Your
tackle should be something that resembles a bait fish
that you can fish slow and suspends. When these big
female walleye come out of the deep water of winter
they are over weight with eggs and extremely slug-
gish. They can be caught, but the window of oppor-
tunity is pretty small.

Normally you time it by as soon as the ice melts
off the lake, but this year there was no ice. As a mat-
ter of fact the water temperature never really got
below 40 degrees on the surface all winter. You prob-
ably need to fish a couple times a week, so tell your
wife I said its a must.

Before for you head this way check the air in your
boat trailer tires, charge your trolling battery, charge
your cranking battery, put the plug in the boat, and
stop at 52 Pik-up to put some gas in the thing, and get
your lake use permit.

Good luck, send me the pictures.
Tag 

BROOKVILLE LAKE
GUIDE SERVICE

Tag Nobbe - Owner & Guide
6 Hour Trip Rate

(Rates subject to change without notice)

• 1 Person $275.00   • 2 People $325.00
• 3 People $375.00   • 4 People $450.00 

A non refundable $50.00 deposit is required for booking.
Cancellations within 48 hours of your date will be credited
towards a future guide trip.

Fishing Seasons
April - December  Walleye Charter Seasons

April - October  Crappie Charter Season
Mix any of the above in the same day

Contact me for your fishing trip by 
Calling my Cell:  765-265-3238
E-mail:  tag@tagnobbe.com or

Website: www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com
Fully licensed & insured for 17 years now.

Brookville lake guide service
To see what your getting into, go to my website

www.brookvillelakeguideservice.com or call my
cell phone 765-265-3238.

I guide fish for walleye, and crappie starting mid-
April till the mid-December, 7 days a week on
Brookville Lake. We fish out of a 2015 Lund Pro V
2075 with a 250 Honda outboard engine. I supply
everything all the way down to cleaning the fish. I
can take 1 – 4 people. The price is according to how
many people go - $450.00 for 4 people, $375.00 for
3 people, $325.00 for 2 people and $275.00 for 1 per-
son. We start at 7:30 am and fish till 1.30 pm.  To
schedule trips call or text me on my cell phone 765-
265-3238 or Email me tag@tagnobbe.com .

Fully licensed and insured for 20 years now.

Left Photo:  The Brookville Lake stilling basin or Tailwater area.  Right Photo:  The East Fork of the Whitewater River looking north from the SR 44 Bridge north .  (Author Photos)



also find handgun licensing statistics.
I get a lot of calls at the post from folks want-

ing copies of crash reports, which we no longer
keep at each post; crash reports are kept at a cen-
tral repository. For a crash report, or information
about crash reports, under the heading
“Resources” visit our crash report link at
http://www.in.gov/isp/3147.htm or you can go
to http://www.buycrash.com/

Under our link for driving safety, you can find
a “Daily Crash Prediction Map,” as well as links
to Road and Weather Conditions from INDOT.
You can find links to all kinds of driving safety
tips, ranging from crash statistics to motorcycle
safety and work zone safety.

Our Commercial Vehicle link
https://www.in.gov/isp/3183.htm can take you to
compliance resources for all kinds of links regard-
ing federal and state commercial vehicle regula-
tions. In addition they have links to inspection
programs, including state-wide school bus inspec-
tions, as well as information for obtaining super
load escorts and permits.

For over forty years the Indiana State Police has
offered young people an exciting, up-close look at
law enforcement and the criminal justice system
through its youth camps.   For information on the
“when and where” of our summer time youth
camps, or to fill out an application for your child
to attend, go to https://www.in.gov/isp/2329.htm

Every summer I write an article about our ISP
museum located at 8660 E. 21st in Indianapolis.
As our web site says, “The Indiana State Police
Museum’s collection tells the story of the Indiana
State Police from its inception in 1933 to present
day.” According to the web site “The museum’s
collection holds such things as the death mask of
the infamous John Dillinger, a 1938 Chevrolet
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ISP Website-Full of Helpful
Information and Links

The Indiana State Police web site found at
http://www.in.gov/isp/ is a wealth of informa-
tion, and can answer most of the questions that
you might have about a variety of topics. Most
people have no idea our web site is so extensive,
as I get emails and calls every day at the post from
folks with questions that would have been
answered had they gone to our web site.

You can apply for a job, civilian or sworn, or
even an internship, with the Indiana State Police
or Capitol Police, by clicking on job opportunities
and picking the agency that you want to apply for.
By visiting our “News Room” link, you can get
copies of recent news releases, as well as see ISP
Twitter accounts and photo galleries. 

Under the heading “Resources” there are links
to information on and scheduling of Active
Shooter Presentations and School Safety, as well
as a link to Amber and Silver Alerts.  Under the
Crime Reporting link you can find information on
crime statistics, and a link for reporting an internet
crime, as well as a link for a cold case investiga-
tions list for each district around the state. 

Folks come into the post regularly, thinking we
can run a criminal history for them here for
employment-we cannot.  But you can go to the
Criminal History link at
http://www.in.gov/isp/2726.htm to get a crimi-
nal history report done and sent to you electroni-
cally, for employment.

We get a lot of questions locally about handgun
permits.  Go to our web site and click on the link
for Firearms Licensing if you want to apply for a
permit, renew a license or get a duplicate permit,
change your address or check on the status of your
current permit application.  In addition dealers can
apply for a dealer handgun license, and you can

by Sergeant John D. Bowling
Public Information/Recruiting Officer

News from the
Indiana State Police

“DON’T LET THIS BE YOU”
IF YOU CHOOSE TO DRIVE IN A DRUNKEN STATE…

DON’T DO IT IN OUR STATE!
OVER THE LIMIT...UNDER ARREST

INDIANA STATE POLICE
(PHOTO PROVIDED BY DEAN OREWILER & TRINE UNIVERSITY)

Mendenhall

125 S. W. 5th Street
Richmond, IN 47374
765-962-4842

GARDEN SEEDS
BEST SELECTION

IN TOWN
BULK
ONION
SETS

SEED
POTATOES

TOLLIVERS
Hunting & Fishing Supplies

Directions: From Salem: go 135 N 12 mi., turn
east bottom of Milport Knobs, go 3/10 mile.
From Brownstown: go 135 S. approx. 10 mi.,
then same as above.

(812) 358-4867 or 1-800-238-0358

• Guns  • Ammo  
• Camo Clothing   

• Live Bait  • Parker Bows
See  Us  For  All  Your  Archery  Needs

providing quality used auto parts for 27 years

Underwood
Auto Parts

CALL or
FAX
order

OVER 10ACRES OFCARS &TRUCKS

local 812-752-2226
fax 812-752-6308

TOLL FREE 1-800-628-7858
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

One of Midwest’s cleanest salvage yards!
***ASK  ABOUT  OUR  PROMPT  DELIVERY  SERVICE***

www.underwoodautoparts.com
Find our store on eBay:  underwoodautoparts
SAVE 20% WITH THIS AD / limit 1 per order

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23

Master Licensed In Kentucky & Indiana Since 1981

Service Calls • New Construction
Service Upgrades • Electrical Repairs

Bucket Truck Service Available
Remodeling • Maintenance Repairs

BONDED • INSURED
RESIDENTIAL

& COMMERCIAL WIRING

812-8866-55749  •  877-9966-55749  •  CELL:  812-5599-44657

24-Hour Emergency
Service

SSppeecciiaall iizz iinngg  IInn   HHiissttoorr iiccaall   HHoommeess  MMaaddiissoonn’’ss   EExxppeerrtt   EElleeccttrr iiccaall   TTeeaamm



the camera is running, or do some “voice overs.”
A mix of both is ideal. Have the angler catching
the big fish “ham” it up, describing how it feels,
what kind of fish he suspects is on the line, any-
thing is better than just a shot of a determined per-
son cranking a reel.  

Use video editing software that allows dubbing
in sound. Use it to fill in gaps where there is great
action on the screen, but no or sub-par audio. If
nothing else, add some still-movie type piano
music. 

Key #3: Tell a story. Better, break the fishing
trip into several stories. Since a fishing trip is
unscripted, you’ll have to spot the story as it
occurs. It could be, “catching the biggest fish.”  It
could be, a specific person catching a fish. It could
be here’s how you were fishing.   Remember, sto-
ries have a beginning, middle and end. The ability
to spot story lines are important. 

The camera is rolling, a big fish is hooked, the
angler reels it in and soon it’s in the boat. There’s
the middle of the story. Now you need a begin-
ning. Have the fisherman (or some other actor) tell
the camera, “There are some big fish in this area.
With a little luck, I’ll catch a 20 pounder.  Time
will tell.”  Using editing software, tag this seg-
ment just ahead of when the big fish is hooked.
Now shoot an ending, perhaps with the fish hang-
ing on a scale or the fisherman holding the fish
and saying, “Wow, this beauty is at least 20
pounds.”  Fade to black - the end. 

Most video software will allow “fade to black”
or other fancy features. Those are nice, but the
basic three keys will make your videos something
you, your friends and perhaps a million others will
love to watch. 

THE END

PAGE  7MARCH  2017 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2017

times.  
There were two points I hoped to make in the

above paragraph. One, YouTube is huge and a
good video can and will be viewed an unimagin-
able number of times. Two, most YouTube videos
are like home movies. Few people besides the per-
son making it will watch it and most of  those that
do won’t much like it.  

The problem is production - which includes
gear, direction and editing.  The better the gear,
the better the product will be. A digital camera
with video capability will be better than a cell
phone. A digital video camera will be better than a
camera designed primarily to take digital still pho-
tos. Having two cameras will be better than one.
Having a remote microphone will produce better
sound quality than relying on the in-camera mike. 

Ever wonder why a Hollywood movie can cost
100s of millions of dollars?  A lot of the money is
for top quality gear, lots of it, plus paying people
who know how to use it. Few people are going to
spend millions or even thousands so they can
make a video of their next fishing trip. 

Few people spend that much on gear to make a
YouTube video, either - even the ones that elicit
100s of thousands of views. A few of these high
viewer count videos are the result of just plain
luck. The videographer who happened to have a
camera in hand when a meteor fell from the sky
had far more luck than skill. 

Many well-viewed videos are made by a video-
grapher who is long on skills and short on expen-
sive equipment. Both shooting the video and edit-
ing what’s been shot is key.  

Actually, a good video is a set of keys. Key
number one I call the “long and short of it.” 

Key #1:  The videographer should keep the

by Capt. Mike Schoonveld

Fishing Lake Michigan

With luck and skill, you could go viral!    (Author Photo)

Keying on Fishing Videos
YouTube is the largest purveyor of “home

movies” ever made. There are more than five bil-
lion video views on YouTube each day, watched
by well over a billion people.  More than a few
YouTube videos have been watched over a billion
times.  Millions of posted videos have been
watched a million times.  Hundreds of millions of
YouTube videos have been watched less than 50

CAPTAIN 
MIKE SCHOONVELD

AFFORDABLE 
LAKE MICHIGAN SALMON

FISHING IN INDIANA
FOR 1 TO 4 PEOPLE

Tackle Furnished, Fish Cleaned
www.brother-nature.com

Brother  Nature  Charters
1-8877-SSALMON-55

1156  WEST  DUNLAPSVILLE  ROAD.,  LIBERTY,  IN

camera on as much as
possible. Three hours of
videoing for a five hour
trip wouldn’t be too
much. Then use editing
software to reduce the
video to three minutes
or so, give or take a
minute - five minutes is
tops. Even five minutes
is approaching “epic
saga” length on
YouTube. 

Key #2: Avoid “dead
air.”  The days of silent
movies ended in the
1920s and even then
movie houses employed
piano players to provide
sound to accompany the
on screen action. Either
make sure someone is
talking constantly for
the entire three hours



ing a trophy-class bull elk.  16% of allotted tags
are available to non-residents, but drawing one
does not typically take too many years.  The qual-
ity of the bulls makes it worth it.
http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/

Colorado
Application Deadline Draw Results

All Species
April 4th Sheep & Goat  

May 11th
Deer, elk, moose &
antelope – June 1st
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Rick Thomas took this Alberta Moose in 2011.  (Photo Courtesy of Rick Thomas)
Dreams of western or remote big game hunts are on just about all hunter's minds, but procrastinating can
lead to missing all-important deadlines for tag drawings.  Be sure to have your ducks in a row and do your
due diligence if a once-in-a-lifetime hunt is on your radar.  This list should cut your homework way down. 

In the meantime, go there to hunt some javeli-
na.  You can’t do that just anywhere, and it would
be a hoot.  https://draw.azgfd.gov/

Utah
Application Deadline Draw Results

All Species
February 28th March 2nd

Elk, deer or antelope tags are your best bet in
Utah.  The odds are high for drawing a tag for any
of these.  Putting in bonus points for a mountain
goat tag is also recommended for a chance at one
of these unique hunts.

Montana
Application Deadline Draw Results

Species Deer/Elk
March 15th April 18th

Species Moose/Sheep/Goat
May 1st June 13th

Species Antelope
June 1st August 1st

For a big mule deer, Montana is hard to beat.
At a better than 50% chance of drawing a tag, be
ready to pack if you apply.  Although, at good
odds of drawing an elk tag too, and with the pos-
sible new archery world record having recently
coming from the state, elk isn’t a bad choice
either.

New Mexico
Application Deadline Draw Results

All Species
March 23rd April 27th
New Mexico is a top destination for those seek-

Start now to have a chance at Western
(and some Midwestern) hunts

Man, the fall hunting seasons have just ended,
and believe it or not, it’s already time to start
thinking about next fall’s hunts, especially if you
plan on applying for an out of state or draw tag.
Many of the deadlines are fast-approaching, so
forget spooling your ice fishing rods or practicing
your turkey calls until you get your application(s)
sent in.

For many western big game hunts are the stuff
of dreams and are on most hunters’ bucket lists,
but besides the work that must be done before and
during the hunt to make sure you are prepared
physically, there are also things to get done prior
to going to ensure that you even have the opportu-
nity in the first place.

Wyoming
Application Deadline  Draw Results

Species Elk
January 31st February 28th

Species Moose/Sheep/Goat
February 28th May 10th

Species Deer/Antelope
May 31st June 21st

Wyoming offers a species few can for hunters
in the lower 48; moose.  But drawing a tag can
make you feel as if you are playing the lottery,
with odds at little over 4% for non-residents and
slightly lower for residents.
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/hunting

Arizona
Application Deadline  Draw Results

Species Deer/Elk
February 14th April 13th

Species Deer/Sheep/Bison
June 13th July 19th

Species Spring Bison/Javelina
October 10th November 21st

Arizona has monster elk, which are nearly
impossible to draw a tag for, as well as desert
bighorns and javelin, but it also has bison.  Not the
only state that does, but one of a very few.  So,
yeah, with that, I’d go bison hunting.  It may take
several years to get that tag, but it’s a bison hunt!  

by Joe Martino

IInnddiiaannaa  OOuuttddoooorrss

Joe Martino
Direct:  765-434-8598

E-mail:  joe@eatjoesjerky.com / Web:  www.eatjoesjerky.com
2378 West 350 North, Kokomo, IN 46901

765-4457-99181
1929 N. WASHINGTON • KOKOMO, IN
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pulling a tag around 60 to 1.  Only a lucky couple
get to hunt them each year, but with a 100% suc-
cess rate, it’s a draw to put in for.
http://www.ndow.org/

Idaho
Application Deadline Draw Results

Species Moose/Sheep/Goat
April 30th May 18th

Species Deer/Elk/Antelope
June 4th June 24th
Moose is your best bet in Idaho.  With a 10 to

20% chance at a tag for non-residents, you will
fare better than if you applied for elk, sheep or
bear. https://idfg.idaho.gov/

Oregon
Application Deadline Draw Results

All Species
May 15th June 16th
Spring bear would be my go-to here for a real

shot at a hunt this year, and depending on which
area you hunt determines your needing any prefer-
ence points to draw a tag or not.  The lure of
Columbian white-tailed and black-tailed deer,
along with Roosevelt elk would be strong for me,
meaning I would also start accumulating my
points now.  http://www.dfw.state.or.us/

Washington
Application Deadline Draw Results

All Species
May 18th June 10th
Okay, regardless of the odds, I’d be trying to

get in on a Roosevelt elk hunt here.  There is
something about hunting a different species in the
Pacific Northwest rain forest type of thing that
interests me.  Columbian white-tailed or black-
tailed deer and bear are also good bets.
http://wdfw.wa.gov/

California
Application Deadline Draw Results

All Species
June 2nd June 14th
Think deer here for your best odds of going.

The Golden State boasts six different species of
them in fact; The California mule deer, Rocky
Mountain mule deer, feral mule deer, southern
mule deer, Columbian black-tailed deer and a
cross between a black-tailed and a mule deer.
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/

Kansas
Application Deadline Draw Results

Species N/R deer
April 28th May 13th
Duh, no brainer here.  If you are going to

Kansas, you are probably seeking to hunt white-
tails.  It is not all that difficult to draw a tag in the
state that once didn’t allow non-resident hunters.
You have a 70% chance or so of scoring one.

If it were me though, I’d go for turkeys.  First
off, because I love turkey hunting, but secondly,
because parts of Kansas have both the eastern and
Rio-Grande sub-species, as well as the hybrid mix

MANUFACTURER OF METAL ROOFING & SIDING • OFFICE: (765) 369-4067 • FAX: (765) 369-4071
E-MAIL:  hatzellbros@comcast.net or Website:  www.hatzellbros.com

Swings•Gliders•Lounges•Picnic Tables•Chairs•Night Stands
Beds•Log Home Railings

Rustic Post & Rail Products
And Much, Much More!
Retail and Wholesale

RUSTIC ACRES WOODWORKS
CALL 765-886-5699

This Elk taken by me was on my bucket list, I planned ahead to be able to get it.  (Author Photo)

Colorado boasts the largest elk population in
the country.  While not the place to go for the best
odds at a world-class bull, if elk meat is on your
mind, it can’t be beat.  Your odds of punching the
easy to get tag is about 20%.  Archery either-sex
tags are also available over-the-counter.  Another
Colorado must-do that is almost a given to draw;
pronghorn. http://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/
Pages/BigGame.aspx

Nevada
Application Deadline Draw Results

All Species
April 17th May 27th

Bonus Point
April 25th N/A

Mule Deer/
March 10th March 26th

Guided Draw
With Nevada, I think of the desert bighorn

sheep.  A unique animal with limited availability
due to the terrain in which it calls home.   Odds of CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

JOHN’S
GUN & TACKLE

OWEN’S DOG BOXES
HUNTING LIGHTS / DAN’S HUNTING CLOTHES

GARMIN TRACKING SYS. / DOG LEADS & COLLARS

ARCHERY SUPPLIES / BOWTECH BOWS
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE / TECHNO HUNTING SYS.

MUCK BOOTS / RELOADING SUPPLIES
LONG GUNS / HAND GUNS / AMMO

FISHING TACKLE, SUPPLIES & LIVE BAIT

Owners: John & Cora Durham
Manager:  Enos Amburgey

HOURS:  Monday thru Saturday 8 am - 6 pm  
Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

200 N. Highway 3 & 7
North Vernon, IN 47265

812-352-7075
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putting on a short seminar on a dedicated fishing
topic after the conclusion of each of the regular
season tournament and award ceremony. This will
be a short free learning session and will have a dif-
ferent topic each event. Something new with our
B’n’M Points Race this year is we are allowing to
drop only a single worse finish if you fish all
events. In the past we always allowed dropping
the lowest points of two finishes for the point’s
total. This will allow the points champs to be the
team that was the most consistent throughout the
regular season. At the end of the regular season, at
the year end banquet and classic pre-tournament
meeting we will award the top 10 points teams
with a plaque, and award the top 5 teams with a
plaque and cash. At each of our regular season
events we will be paying back 1 in every 5 teams.
We will be awarding plaques and cash for the top
3 teams of each regular season event.

Our tournaments are very easy to join. All you
have to do is show up at a tournament you want to
fish. Look at the website, Facebook - Indiana Slab
Masters page, or Crappie.com under the Indiana
Slab Masters tab to see where we will have our
trailer set up. At 5:30am the morning of the tour-
nament we will sign up new and existing mem-
bers, and sign you up for the tournament as well.
It currently cost $30.00 for an Indiana Slab
Masters yearly membership and each of our tour-
naments is still only $ 40.00! We had record par-
ticipation for our club last year as we had over 40
boats in 3 of our 7 tournaments. Most of the oth-
ers had over 30. 

We truly hope you come out to see what the
club and what it’s like to compete on a friendly
basis with many other folks from Indiana. Youth’s
are welcome at all of our events and they are wel-
come to fish with members at any time. We con-
sider a youth as anyone who does not need a fish-
ing license to fish. The current age is 18 for a fish-
ing license, so all youth’s under the age of 18 are
welcome to fish with a member. The only restric-
tion we have is that no matter how many youth’s
are in a members boat, we only allow fishing with
a maximum of 6 poles per boat. You may have as
many poles as you feel you need in the boat, but
we cap the number of poles per boat at 6.  

The Indiana Slab Masters have decided to have
a special open tournament at a “to be determined”
date in 2017. This tournament will be our clubs
first of its kind. It will be a single pole challenge
with artificial bait only format. This event won’t
require membership to enter the tournament. This
open tournament will not be a classic qualifier nor
will it count towards the B’n’M Points race. We
have tentative sponsorship for this event, and with
the single pole, artificial only format, we are hop-
ing to up the competition to a whole new level.
This tournament was talked about being during
our normal summer break of our regular season or
after the classic. Keep an eye on our website and
other outlets for the details of this special event.
One of the goals of the Indiana Slab Masters is to
teach anyone who wants to become a better crap-
pie fisherman/lady in the knowledge we have all
learned! Until next issue, tight lines everyone!

Indiana Slab Masters 7th Season
Tournament Schedule for 2017

With spring right around the corner, the Indiana
Slab Masters kicks off its 7th season in existence
with a tournament at Patoka Lake on April 1st.
Prior to kicking off the season’s first tournament,
the Slab Masters will have a series of seminars
that is intended to teach and inform crappie
anglers of all skill levels. On February 28th we
will be at the Westside Bait and Tackle Shop,
located at 1507 West Vermont Street, Indianapolis,
IN 46222. Seminars will start at 10:00am and we
will have 4 speakers and will be serving a chili
lunch. Entry will be $ 5.00 at the door or if you
purchase your 2017 membership, the seminar
series is free. 

On March 4th we will be having seminars at
Bozarth’s Recreational Resort, located at 7309 E
400 S., Lagro, IN. 46941, the seminars will begin
at 9:00am and we will have 2 speakers. We will be
accepting memberships and will have a booth. On
March 11th we will be having a seminar series at
John’s Gun and Tackle, located at 200 North State
Street, Vernon, IN 47265. The seminars will start
at 10:00am and there will be 3 speakers. We will
be signing up memberships and talking crappie
fishing! This seminar series is free! We hope you
can make it to one or all of these teaching semi-
nars.

As mentioned earlier, this is The Indiana Slab
Masters 7th season and we’re very excited about
our upcoming tournament schedule. The schedule
is as follows:
Saturday April 1, 2017 – Patoka Lake
Saturday April 15, 2017 – Cagles Mill (Locally
known as Cataract Lake)
Saturday May 13, 2017 – Lake Shafer / Lake
Freeman (Choice of lake)
Saturday and Sunday June 3 & 4, 2017 –
Mississinewa/Salamonie Super event
Saturday June 24, 2017 – Lake Monroe
Saturday September 9, 2017 – Brookville Lake
Saturday September 23, 2017 –
Mississinewa/Salamonie (Choice of lake)
Classic will be Saturday and Sunday October
14 & 15, 2017 (Classic is for members who fish at
least 4 events)

This year at all regular season events we will be

by Jim Raymer
President & Founder of the Indiana Slabmasters

Indiana Slab Masters

Complete Line of Sandwiches, JoJos,
Fries, Mozarella Sticks, Onion Rings, Etc.

LARGE SELECTION OF ICE CREAM,
SHAKES, SUNDAES, CYCLONES

1116 Main St. Brookville, IN 47012
Est. Oct. 02, 1958

DAIRY COTTAGE RESTAURANT
(765) 647-5451

Home  Of  Flavor  RRich  Fried  Chickenn

BARTON’S BAY BOAT STORAGE & SERVICE

10055 SR 101, Brookville, IN 47012  Phone/Fax 765-647-5647
E-mail: bartonsbay@bartonsbay.com / Website: www.bartonsbay.com

OUTSIDE STORAGE AVAILABLE NOW
STARTING AT $20.00 PER MONTH

ACROSS THE ROAD FROM BROOKVILLE LAKE

Manager: Jesse Barton   Owners: Bob and Pam Barton
1.5 ADDITIONAL ACRES AVAILABLE NOW

Frame’s Outdoor

855 South State Road 101
Liberty, IN 47353

Call: 765-458-7227

• Fishing • Hunting
•Rifles •Shotguns •Gun Safes 

• Camping • Firewood
• Archery Range • Live Bait  
• Western Wear & Gifts

Whitewater State Park 
Brookville Lake

Hunting & Fishing Headquarters
Deer and Turkey Check-In Station

Website:  www.frames-outdoor.com
E-mail:  framesoutdoor@aol.com

THE GUN DEN
Buy - Sell - Trade

337 Roosevelt Dr. Shelbyville, IN 46176
(317) 398-3852

FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR & HUNTING NEEDS

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.thegundenonline.com

A Large Selection of Kimbers in Stock

ALL LONG GUNS ON SALE

We do special orders and layaways

Pioneer Village
Ethanol-Free Gas

Hot Food

Propane

and Lots MoreFishing License

Bio-Diesel

Firewood

Live Bait

Jct of Hwy 256 & Hardy Lake Road
812-794-2769



nic tables, mile markers and fencing; all I need is a
dirt path. Bob and Dale explained to me however that
the money coming in from ORV registration is bare-
ly enough to maintain existing ORV projects such as
Interlake SRA and Redbird SRA, let alone fund
another. We discussed a few other topics, such as how
a trail would be maintained, where the land would
come from, who would pay for it, etc. As I told them
what I was hoping for, I realized that I would have to
look other places besides the DNR. In my conversa-
tion with Bob and Dale, I explained my goal of a ten
foot easement on the side of highways, and how I
thought that this linkage between communities would
encourage local commerce. In my mind, ORV’s are
managed by the DNR.  But, the two pointed me in the
direction of the INDOT for any sanctioned area on
the side of a road. So in the end of our chat, I realized
that the DNR would most likely not be my best
resource in my search for a trail system. Between a
lack of funding and the massive involvement of
INDOT, I would not be able to use the DNR to my
advantage at this time. I did not feel discouraged at
the end of our meeting, however. Only a half hour
after getting off of the phone with them, I called the
Markleville town council. I am from Madison
County, Indiana, and I am aware of an abandoned rail
line which runs from Emporia to Rushville. I am hop-
ing to get the ball rolling on my trail system by devel-
oping a short two mile trail from Emporia to
Markleville. That next day, I got a call back from the
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Development of an 
ORV Trail System

Two years ago in the summer of 2015, I was talking
with my father Jeff King and our neighbor Jay
Bousman about riding our four wheelers. All three of us
loved riding, so this topic was not very unusual. But as
the conversation developed, we began to discuss the
areas in which we rode, and how the hobby would
develop. We discussed how inconvenient it was, having
to trailer our machines to off road parks several hours
away, such as the Badlands, Haspin Acres, Interlake
SRA, etc. My father brought up the off-road vehicle
(ORV) trails he had seen in Minnesota, and how they
criss-cross the state for hundreds of miles. Although we
love the beautiful parks the Hoosier state has to offer,
we soon all concluded that a wonderful enhancement to
the hobby would be a trail system. You would be able
to get from point A to point B, not just stay on one prop-
erty for a whole day or weekend. The idea seemed sim-
ple. Our first thoughts were to contact the DNR, and we
would be on our way. But as we thought more and more
about the vastness of the endeavor, it quickly became a
pipe dream. The three of us soon gave up on the idea. It
stayed alive through jokes and the occasional mention
between the three of us, but for the most part, it was
hopeless. 

I was thinking of a topic for my article in the
March issue of this paper, and I kept coming up
empty handed. It was not until a truck ride with my
father in mid- January that I had the idea. We had
mentioned the trail system again in a sort of joking

A wonderful example of a Minnesota ORV trail. (Photo courtesy Minnesota DNR)

and it was nearing the end of January, so I decided to
get to work on writing my article. I started doing
research for it so I could put some valuable facts in,
when I stumbled upon a certain page inside the
INDNR website. The page was for the “Recreational
Trails Program (RTP) Grant Program.” I read the few
paragraphs listed, and decided this was the perfect
first step in developing my dream trail system. At the
bottom of the page, I found the contact information
for the manager of the program, Bob Bronson. I e-
mailed him, and asked if I could set up a phone call
with him. Four days later, I held an almost hour long
conference call with Bob and the Indiana Off
Highway Vehicles (OHV) Properties Manager, Dale
Brier. They both answered my questions with honesty
and respect, and I am very thankful to the both of
them for taking time out of their busy schedules and
talking to me. Through the conversation, we dis-
cussed a few different topics, and most of my ques-
tions were answered. One of the biggest topics dis-
cussed was the Cardinal Greenway. The Cardinal
Greenway is a 62 mile bike and pedestrian trail which
began in 1993. The trail was formed from abandoned
CSX rail lines, and was then paved to allow a path for
bicyclists, walkers, hikers, runners, etc. The project
was part of the rails to trails program, which is dedi-
cated to turning unused railroad track into trails for
bike and pedestrian uses. I brought this trail up
because I thought that if the state would fund a proj-
ect as big as that, why wouldn’t they fund a project
like mine? I don’t need a paved path, restrooms, pic-

With Cole King

Adventures in Indiana

A DNR Motorized Properties map of all current state funded ORV properties. (Photo cour-
tesy Indiana DNR)

manner, bringing up all
of the same ideas over
and over again. As I kept
thinking of the project,
my drive for the trail sys-
tem came back. I was
determined to take this
pipe dream and turn it
into a reality. I jokingly
turned to my father and
said, “Wouldn’t it be
great if we knew some-
one with access to a state-
wide hunting and fishing
newspaper who could
spark up some public
interest in this?”    Of
course I meant myself. A
couple of weeks went by,

OUR MOTTO
YOU WANT IT - WE CAN GET IT
YOU BREAK IT - WE CAN FIX IT

Most all Makes & Models

25yrs of Technical Service we R
Equipped enough for the BIG needs
Stay small enough for YOUR needs

FISHING BOATS

Just 15 minutes outside Muncie, IN @
6700 S CR 560 EAST, SELMA, IN

765-286-4976

SSSSAAAALLEESSSS            SSSSEERRVVIICCEE            RREENNTTAAAALLSSSS WELLS LUMBER & HARDWARE
• HARDWARE • TOOLS

• PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL • PAINT

WELLS  VARIETY  STORE
10th & Eastern, Connersville, Ind.

1-765-825-8586 ~ 1-800-398-5062

MUCK, ROCKY, LACROSSE, DURANGO 
& M   RAE BOOTS

FOR MEN, WOMEN & KIDS

c 

WRANGLER JEANS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21



MARCH  2017PAGE 12 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2017

3rd and 4th.  This Super Event will have one day
fishing on the Salamonie Lake and then the other
day on the Mississinewa Lake.  These two tourna-
ment dates will be worth 2 classic qualifications as
it takes fishing in 4 tournaments to become eligi-
ble to fish the season ending classic.  They will
also return to this area on Saturday, September
23rd and will allow tournament teams to choose
either lake to fish.  This will be a great opportuni-
ty for any angler looking to get involved in a
friendly club environment to take advantage of
having 3 of the 4 potential qualifying tournaments
held so close to our area.  Anyone interested in
fishing or have more questions considering the
Indiana Slab Masters can visit their website at
www.indianaslabmasters.com.

Lastly, we are excited to announce our very
own tournament dates for the 2017 Bozarth
Crappie Tournaments held here on the
Salamonie and Mississinewa Lakes.  Our season
will kick off on Saturday, May 20th and this will
be followed up with a tournament set for
Saturday, June 10th.   After taking a break for
the summer season we will continue with a date
set for Saturday, August 26th and wrap our sea-
son up with our Bozarth Classic held on
September 30th.  The first three tournaments will
be held on the Salamonie Lake and then the final
date will allow for fishing on either the Salamonie
or Mississinewa.  If you are looking to find a tour-
nament to fish that has a laid back and friendly
atmosphere then this is the type of tournament for
you.  Everyone gets along great with each other
and also allows the opportunity to share and gain
valuable information amongst your fellow fisher-
men.  For more information contact Ryan at (765)
981-4522.  

In closing, I would like to remind everyone that
the 2017 Annual Bozarth Spring Tackle Sale
begins on Saturday, March 4th and runs through
Sunday, March 12th.  This is a great time to take
advantage of the best deals of the year along with
stocking up on all your essential fishing needs for
the upcoming season.  We stock our banquet room
full of all your favorite fishing items at discount-
ed prices and also provide door prizes and a draw-
ing for additional savings. We are also excited to
provide free fishing seminars throughout the day
on Saturday, March 4th.  This is another reason to
attend and hear some of the fishing tips and tech-
niques right from the guys that do it on the tourna-
ment trail.  From rods, reels, tackle, and bulk sized
bobbers we will have a little something for every-

Great Lakes of the Wabash
Spring is in our thoughts

We are now entering the home stretch towards
the spring season and you can feel the excitement
from people as they begin to light up talking about
getting the opportunity to get back outside and
enjoy all those fun activities we all look forward
to through the winter months.  Luckily, our winter
here in the central part of the state has been kind
to us and has provided us with a mild and snow
free season which in effect has gotten people anx-
ious to get jump started towards the upcoming
spring and summer seasons.  Along with that
excitement amongst the thousands of visitors that
frequent these three properties, (Salamonie,
Mississinewa, and Huntington), we are all work-
ing very diligently to prepare these properties for
the onslaught of visitors chomping at the bit to
visit.  While planning a visit to any of these three
properties be sure to check ahead with the Upper
Wabash Interpretive Center and see what activities
are planned during your stay.

Along with planning for a future trip to the
Great Lakes of the Wabash all you crappie anglers
need to sharpen your pencil and mark these dates
on your schedule.  The fishing tournament season
gets started with the Crappie USA circuit making
their annual visit to the Salamonie and
Mississinewa Lakes on Saturday, May 6th.  To
be eligible to fish in this tournament you would
need to pay a membership fee to become a mem-
ber and then sign up and pay the tournament fee.
There will be a seminar held on Friday, May 5th
here at Bozarth’s Country Store at 7 p.m. with
the late sign up time being 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  For
more information concerning the tournament you
can visit their website at www.crappieusa.com

Secondly, the Indiana Slab Masters are anx-
iously awaiting the 2017 fishing tournament sea-
son and they will be fishing the Salamonie and
Mississinewa Reservoir on multiple dates.  Their
first visit will take place on the weekend of June

by Ryan Pershing
Mgr of Bozarth Country Store

Great Lakes of the 
Wabash River - Fishing News

CALL US TODAY
765-935-3849

• Major engine work
• Cooling system service
• Towing

• Tune-ups
• Brakes
• Transmissions

Courteous, Friendly Service
Questions?  Just Ask!  We’re Here To Help!

Pick up & delivery service available

2 Salisbury Rd., Richmond, IN

CCoommpplleettee  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee
““““WWWWoooorrrrkkkk     aaaatttt     aaaa    pppprrrr iiii cccceeee     tttthhhhaaaattttssss     ffffaaaa iiii rrrr     ffff rrrroooommmm    ppppeeeeooooppppllll eeee     wwwwhhhhoooo    ccccaaaarrrreeee””””

Hunting Check In Station
Banquet Room w/Kitchenette

Arcade Game Room
Showers (All Year)

Boat Storage (Inside)
LPGas Refill Station   

Campstore / Grocery 
Fishing Tackle, Live Bait & License   
Camping & Hunting Supplies            
Cold & Hot Drinks                              
Ice - Pizza - Sausage - Hot Dogs 
Snacks & Sandwiches            

765-981-4522
7309 East 400 South

Wabash County
Lagro, IN 46941

Save on Shipping

We Proudly Carry
Bass Pro Products

N

SALAMONIE LAKE

500 SOUTH
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BOZARTH CAMP/
COUNTRY STORE

LINCOLNVILLE

SEASONAL CAMPSITES
AVAILABLE

Seasonal Rates - Full Hookups
“SIGN UP NOW”

BOZARTH 2016
CRAPPIE TOURNEYS
Sat May 20th / Sat June 10th
Sat Aug. 26th / Sat Sept. 30th

For Info Call Ryan 765-981-4522

one.  While making the
trek don’t be afraid to
bring the whole family
because not only do we
offer fishing tackle we
also have a store full of
just about everything
and a kitchen that will
satisfy.  For more infor-
mation you can contact
us at (765) 981-4522.

RW GUNSMITH SHOP
AGI CERTIFIED

RICCI WILLIS
Owner

6491 S. GREENSBORO PIKE
KNIGHTSTOWN, IN 46148

765-345-7935
HOURS:  MON. 1:00 - 7:00 PM

TUES.- WED.- THURS. 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
1st Place N of Kennard Rd on W Side, Look for sign on Pole Barn

Riverside Sporting Goods

1811 N. Washington St.
Marion, IN 46952 • 765-662-1590

Family Owned & Operated
Manager:  Chad Phillips

Fishing • Live Bait • Tackle • Propane
Ice • Hunting • Guns • Ammo • Archery

Personal Protection • Canoe Rental
U-Haul Rental - 765-664-7939

WaR SOUveNIRS
See Miles or Sharrie

216 South 8th Street, Richmond, IN 47374
Bus. (765) 966-0417

1-800-686-2769
hhq313arty@frontier.com

GLOVES-WOOL-
BLANKETS-
PINS-PATCHES-
BOOKS-BELTS-
KNIVES-
INCENSE-
AND LOTS MORE



PAGE  13MARCH  2017 THE GAD-A-BOUT 1990 - 2017

Smokin’ on the Water BBQ
Festival By The Lake 

May 5,6,7, 2017
Article & Photos by Ray Dickerson

The Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Festival By The
Lake will be held on May 5,6,7, 2017.  The barbecue
contests are open to all who want to participate.
Everything you need to know about participating can
be found on the Liberty Lions Club website, whether
you want to enter barbecue contests, set up a vendor
booth, volunteer to help during the festival or just
attend as a spectator.  Parking is free and there is no
admission to attend the event.  There is handicapped
parking near the front gate.  

The website is www.libertyindianalions.com .
You can link onto their website by clicking on the
above website with your computer mouse.  Their
website is up to date and ready for you to log on.  The
2016 data is up to date also.  When the website opens
there you can view the Schedule of Events on the

Left Photo:  A BBQ competitor working up some meat to barbecue for one of the Smokin’ on the Water BBQ contests.  Right Photo:  Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Festival Trophies to be
awarded in the Praise Auditorium Saturday and Sunday at 4:00 p.m.  Accept the challenge to cook your BBQ at Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Festival this year and take a trophy home!

10th Annual
Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Festival By The Lake

May 5,6,7, 2017
3801 W. Old Dunlapsville Rd. Liberty, IN 47353

(Free Parking and Admission)
Hours:

Friday Noon - 9 p.m.  •  Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.  •  Sunday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

The Indiana Smokin' on the Water BBQ Festival by the Lake is sponsored by the Liberty Lions Club, all proceeds go to Community Service projects of the Liberty Lions Club.
Activities include a Craft Show, a KCBS BBQ cook off of Chicken, Pork Ribs, Pork and Beef Brisket, Award winning Barbeque (Ribs, Chicken, etc ) & other
great eats, Craft Fair, Home Show, Music, Food, & Fun, Antique Tractor & Farm Equipment Exhibits, Handmade Furniture and Instruments, Mobility Carts,

Golf Carts, Mowers, and More, Home Improvement Products,  Handmade  Jewelry,  Healthcare Products & Services, Live Music, Antique and Classic Car &
Truck Show (Sunday), BBQ Contest (Saturday and Sunday afternoon) and all happening in the Treaty Line Museum.

FOR DETAILS LOG ONTO WEBSITE: www.libertyindianalions.com

ADVERTISEMENT SPONSORED BY CARL SHARP’S STATE FARM INSURANCE

2 Indiana BBQ Cup Events
These two contests (Saturday & Sunday) are 2 of the first stops on the points trail for the 2017 Indiana BBQ Cup!

Saturday’s BBQ Contest is a  KCBS Sanctioned Event - $5,000* in prize money!
Sunday’s BBQ Contest is a  KCBS Sanctioned Event - $5,000* in prize money!

Both Contests are State Championship Events!
*(The Prize Money is subject to increase for each day’s BBQ contest, based on participation.)

opening page.  
DAILY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS MAY 5-7, 2017

Thursday May 4, 2017
10:00 am Set up of BBQ and Vendor booths
Begin, Set up of Tractor Show Begins
8:00 pm Set up of booths Ends for the Day 
Attention: Set up of booths will resume at 7:00
am on Friday & at 7:00 am on Saturday.   Set up
of booths will close at Noon on Friday and at 9:00
am Saturday.  All set up activities should be com-
pleted prior to the opening of the festival each day.  
NOTE:  No in and out traffic of trucks and other
automobiles during the open hours of the show.
Also, no early departures / booth closings without
the express approval of the organizer.  (These
would only occur for emergencies, or for special
circumstances that have been cleared prior to the
event.)

Friday May 5, 2017
9:00 am KCBS Meat Inspections for Saturday’s
BBQ Contest Begins
Noon BBQ Festival Opens; Flag Raising
Ceremony Begins; Antique Tractor Show Opens;
Food Booths Open; Craft Fair Opens;
Merchandise Vendors Open, Carnival Opens

5:00 pm KCBS Cooks’ Meeting for Day 1
(Saturday) Contest Begins-in Praise Auditorium
6:00 pm  Live Music - John Kogge and the
Lonesome Strangers-On Stage (Outdoors)
9:00 pm Flag Lowering Ceremony Begins;
Festival Closes for the Evening

Saturday May 6, 2017
9:00 am  BBQ Festival Opens; Flag Raising
Ceremony Begins; Antique Tractor Show Opens;
Food Booths Open; Craft Fair Opens;
Merchandise Vendors Open; Carnival Opens;
Garden Tractor Weigh Ins Begin; KCBS Meat
Inspections for Sunday’s BBQ Contest Begins
10:00 am  Garden Tractor Pulling Begins; KCBS
Cooks’ Meeting for Day 2 (Sunday) Contest
Begins - in Praise Auditorium (If needed)
10:30 am KCBS Judges Registration Begins- in
Praise Auditorium
12:00 pm (Noon) Day 2 KCBS BBQ Contest
Judging Begins
12:00 pm - Chicken
12:30 pm - Pork Ribs
01:00 pm - Pork
01:30 pm - Beef Brisket

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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CABINET FACTORIES OUTLET 
OF RICHMOND

SEE US FOR:
• Cabinets By Schrock • Countertops (Granite & Formica) • Sinks & Vanities

Visit our Discount Room - All Cabinets $69.00 or less / Free Estimates / We Deliver
633 South H Street, Richmond, IN 47374 - 765-966-3875

Hrs:  T-F 8 am-5 pm / Sat 8 am-12 pm / Closed Sun & Mon - Website: cabinetoutletofrichmond.com

BEST PAWN
BUY • SELL • TRADE

GUN TRANSFERS
• CASH LOANS
• GOLD & SILVER
• HANDGUNS • FIREARMS
• CARS • TRUCKS
• HEAVY EQUIPMENT • TRAILERS

1700 N.W. 5TH ST.
RICHMOND, IN 47374

WEBSITE:  www.bestpawnindiana.com

Call Us:
765-939-PAWN

(7296)
Hours:  Mon-Sat

10 am - 7 pm
Closed Sunday

Here is just a sampling, 4 of the different types of BBQ setups that participated at the 2016 Smokin’ on The Water BBQ Festival last year on page 14 & 15.

Music all weekend.  Country Singer David Wayne performing on stage in 2016.2016 Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Contest winners on Sunday, May 1st.

Amherst Artillery Kirkpatrick’s Battery Army of Northern Virginia demonstrate Cannon. The farming tractor display overlooks the Treaty Line Pioneer Village log cabins.

02:00 pm - Anything Butt
02:30 pm - OBR Mystery Meat; Live Music -
Edge of Addiction (Southern Rock) - On Stage
(Outdoors)
04:00 pm - Awards Ceremony; BBQ Contest
Awards for the Day 1 (Saturday) Contest are
Presented (In Praise Auditorium)
7:00 pm Flag Retirement Ceremony Begins -
Troop 40 - in the area between the cabins and the
school
9:00 pm Flag Lowering Ceremony Begins
Festival Closes for the Evening

Sunday May 7, 2017
9:00 am  BBQ Festival Opens; Flag Raising
Ceremony Begins; Antique Tractor Show Opens;
Food Booths Open; Craft Fair Opens;
Merchandise Vendors Open; Car/Truck/Bike

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 Show Registration Opens
9:30 am  Church Services Begin in the Yellow
Meeting House
10:30 am KCBS Judges Registration Begins - in
Praise Auditorium
11:00 am Live Music Begins - David Wayne
(Nashville Recording Artist) - In front of the
Store, and near the Outdoor Stage 
12:00 pm (Noon)  Day 2 KCBS BBQ Contest
Judging Begins
12:00 pm - Chicken
12:30 pm - Pork Ribs
01:00 pm - Pork
01:30 pm - Beef Brisket
02:00 pm - BBQ Sauce
02:30 pm - Anything Butt
03:00 pm - Showmanship
04:00 pm - Awards Ceremony 

12:30 pm  Car Show Registration Ends; Car Show
Judging Begins
03:00 pm Car Show Awards Ceremony Begins;
BBQ Judging Concludes
04:00 pm BBQ Contest Awards for the Day 2
(Sunday) Contest are Presented (In Praise
Auditorium)
5:00 pm  Festival Closes

(All times and events subject to change.) 
Above the Schedule of Events is a list of the Lions

Club activities, click on “Smoke on the water” and
the following items appear: Event Photos,
Barbecue Cooker Reg. Form, BBQ Judge
Application Form, KCBS BBQ Rules, BBQ Prize
Money & Trophies, KCBS BBQ Contest Results,
BBQ Festival General Info, BBQ Judges
Expected, BBQ Teams Expected, Vendor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16



“ACROSS FROM COURTHOUSE”

LIBERTY RESTAURANT
7 West Union St., Liberty, IN 47353

765-458-5223

HOURS:
Tues - Sat

6 am to1 pm

Sundays
6 am to 1 pm

Home
Cooked 
Meals

Dine-In
or

Carry-Out

Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show in 2016, bring your vehicle this year and win a trophy!
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Hrs: Monday - Saturday 6 am - 9 pm / Sunday 6 am - 7 pm
BAKERY - DELI - IN STORE PHARMACY

Donuts, Cakes, Cookies, Pies, & Rotisserie Chicken

“Get Everything You Need At One Handy Location”

Call Us At 765-458-6213
www.woodruffsupermarket.com

Woodruff’s
Supermarket

10 South Main St., Liberty, IN
Full Service Meat Department

Produce, Dairy, Groceries & General Merchandise

Why Cook Tonight, When We’ll Deliver It right?

201 NORTH MAIN STREET - LIBERTY, IN 47353

DINE IN
CARRY OUT
DELIVERY

(765) 458-5775
Hours:  Sunday thru Thursday 10:00 am - 9:00 pm

Friday & Saturday 10:00 am - 12:00 am
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$2.00 OFF ANY 16 INCH PIZZA

BERTCH’S HARDWARE &
RAMEY PLUMBING

HARDWARE
PAINT

PLUMBING
ELECTRIC

51 W. UNION ST. LIBERTY, IN 47353
PH: 765-458-5512

Like a
good neighbor

State Farm
is there

www.carlsharp.com

®

CARL SHARP
27 W. Union St.Liberty, IN

458-5574 or 
800-974-5574

State Farm
Insurance Companies
Home Office
Bloomington, Illinois

The BBQ setups expected for the 2017 Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Festival for Saturday and Sunday contests are well over 50.  Sign up today.  See details, on page 13, 14 and 16.

Bring the kids, Carnival area includes bouncing houses and this tunnel version.  

Lots of good BBQ available at Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Festival.  Bring your apetite!!  Liberty Lions Club members Merle Gause and Landen Coyle selling some good food.
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www.doanmillsfuneralhome.com

WILDFIRE MOTORS
BAD CREDIT, NO CREDIT, NO PROBLEM

CARS ~ TRUCKS ~ SUV’S
4741 National Rd West (Corner of US 40 & Airport Rd) Richmond, IN 47374

CALL: 765-939-FIRE (3473)
E-mail: wildfiremotors1@gmail.com / Website: wildfirerichmond.com

NOW OPEN AT 4099 NATIONAL ROAD WEST

WILDFIRE SERVICE CENTER
COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE - STOP BY TODAY!

Sitting in front:  Smokin’on the Water BBQ Festival committee members Judy Sharp Painter
and Carl Sharp, Sr.  Standing in back:  Co-organizers Lowell Rathburn and Carl Sharp, Jr.

Volunteers who shuttled physicaly challenged visitors in the golf carts at Smokin’ on the
Water BBQ Festival, rest while they wait for their next run.

have a judge that hails from California.
The KCBS style of barbecued meat is recognized around the world.
So if you have an inkling to try your luck at barbecuing meat at Smokin’

on the Water BBQ Festival, why wait. Sign up, you don’t need any fancy
equipment to begin with.  As you work your way into the winning category,
you will naturally learn better ways to cook and compete. 

Everything you need to know can be found at
www.libertyindianalions.com .  If not, you can also call Carl Sharps Cell:
765-580-0215 or e-mail him at carl.sharp.c9mm@statefarm.com .

Good Luck!  I hope to see you through the lens of my camera when I’m
photographing the winners of this years event.

Registration Form, Antique Tractor Show Reg. Form, Car Show Registration
Form, Garden Tractor Pulling, Crafts, Vendors, Etc., Live Music,
Sponsorship Opportunities, Sponsors, Civil War Re-enactment Unit. Click
on any of the above items that pertain to the information you are needing to
know about.

To date for the 2017 Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Festival fifty BBQ Judges
are expected to participate in the Saturday and Sunday cooking contest with
three on the waiting list as of 8-24-2016.

The following information was given to me by Carl Sharp who keeps me
informed of the activities of the Liberty Lions Club and many other projects
he is involved with.  Carl owns the State Farm Agency in Liberty, is a volun-
teer fireman and in his spare time volunteers for other town and county proj-
ects as they come along.

Something new for Smokin’ on the Water BBQ Festival this year is a mys-
tery meat challenge for BBQ Teams who want to participate.  The Liberty
Lions Club is trying to raise a little bit of money for “Operation Barbecue
Relief.  Which is a nonprofit organization that goes around where disasters
around the country have happened.  The Joplin tornadoes is what triggered
the people to initiate “Operation Barbecue Relief.”  It started out with the tor-
nadoes out in Missouri and has included other disasters such as floods, fires
or what ever the emergency is that food is needed there.  Volunteer Barbecue
Teams are going around to these events cooking food and providing it, not
just for the victims, but also for rescue workers, the police, firefighters, first
responders, etc.  Their goal is so that everyone has at least one good meal that
day.  Operation Barbecue Relief has given out over a million meals for free.
Carl Sharp himself has so far only been involved with moving equipment for
the relief group. He’s there for them when he has the time to do so.  Our
“Mystery Meat Challenge” will help raise some money for Operation
Barbecue Relief.

All those involved with going to the disaster areas do so by donating their
time, they also pay for every expense they incur out of their own pocket.
Donated money is what pays for the food they prepare for the victims.  It is
a very worthwhile cause.

Many of the barbecue teams that attend Smoke on the Water participate in
donating money to Operation Barbecue Relief.

Last year Carl told me they had BBQ Teams registered from around the
nation here in Union County.  They came from Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin,
Georgia, South Carolina, Maryland, Kentucky and of course Indiana.  They

DIRECTIONS TO SMOKIN’ ON THE WATER FESTIVAL
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snapped back to reality as we came up on a gaggle of
cars, their tires kicking up a cloud of water spray as
a semi in the middle of the jam blew black smoke out
its twin exhausts. What were we doing on a crowded
interstate in a vehicle intended to chase antelope
across an African plain?

We made the best of the situation and arrived at
our destination only slightly hoarse. A glance at the
fuel gage showed the thing was about as economical
as an F-16 fighter aircraft, having sucked enough
fuel to make the middle eastern potentates happy for
a week. I figured it was about equivalent to twenty
bales of hay for a pack horse. To add insult to injury,
my buddy couldn’t figure out how to get the key out
of the ignition. It resisted every attempt to remove it.
After five minutes searching for secret buttons, recit-
ing colorful incantations and making various hex
signs, he gave up. A salesman for the dealership
finally braved the weather and came to our rescue.
Anyone other than a hunter who buys that thing had
better have three things – a loud voice, deep pockets
and a real sense of humor. However, it did fit one
purpose. It reminded us of our early years when we
drove vehicles that fit the one – two profile. Drive it
one day and cuss at it for two days.

After the necessary paperwork was complete we
settled into the exchange vehicle (the same type but
with a different color paint) for the return trip.
Hanging from the rear view mirror was a tag that
read “$483.07”. 

“Is that all their asking for this tub?” I asked.
“I doubt it. It’s brand new.”
“Do you suppose they would haggle a little bit

and take seven cents off? I’ll talk to your dealer when
we get back, but in the meantime you better take it
down. A policeman might think we’re advertising for
a mobile house of ill repute.

On the interstate, he began fiddling with switches
on the panel. Pushing the dash light switch turned on
the interior lights. The interior switch turned them off
and the panel lights on. Stopping for lunch, he left it
running because the dealer had warned him about shut-
ting it off until we reached our destination. “It might
not start again” he warned. So, we took a window seat,
ate our sub sandwiches and watched for car thieves.
We had an enjoyable time catching up on old times
while he played nurse maid to a couple of examples of
the off-road hunters dream of suitable transportation
over rugged terrain. In the end I wondered how much
time the hunter would have to enjoy his sport. Most of
the time he or she would be nursing a sore back and
trying to hear a bull moose bellowing in his or her ear.
But, I guess it would beat saddle sores.

A SPORTSMAN’S VEHICLE
Centuries ago, man tamed the horse and gone

were the days when the hunter had to chase his game
down on foot. With the odds evened, the hunter was
able to cover greater distances, bringing home more
buffalo steaks and wild hog pork chops. Even today
the horse still serves in some hunting work as a pack
animal, but for the most part its role is in racing,
rodeos, and such events as English horse shows and
Olympic events. As a result, it became necessary to
find a replacement for the hunter who had to cover
rugged terrain in his search for big game.
Fortunately, the automobile manufacturers stepped
up to save the day.

I have a friend whom I’ve known since a time
well before pegged pants and duck tail haircuts. In
fact, our mothers used to keep up on neighborhood
gossip while changing his and my diapers.
Telephones were on party lines and the dimmer
switch for automobiles were big foot operated but-
tons on the floorboard. Separated by families and
professions we managed to maintain some contact
through the years. He finally retired as a teacher and
took part time work for an auto dealership in
Indianapolis driving cars to such exotic, faraway
places as Cincinnati and Bugsmear, Kentucky. So,
when he called to ask if I would accompany him on
a delivery, I readily accepted. We would have the
opportunity to catch up on the past years and I might
get the chance to get even with him for breaking my
BB gun when we were six.

After greetings and salutations and lying to each
other about how well we were aging, we entered the
freeway in heavy rain for the sixty mile trip to deliver
the thing he was driving. For a small overpriced, four
wheel drive model with knobby tires and a removable
top, “thing” was an appropriate description.
Universally recognized as the sportsman's perfect off-
road vehicle for pursuing game in rugged terrain, the
combination of stiff suspension, rumbling tires and a
top that sounded like a tent flapping in a stiff breeze
made any conversation difficult below a shout.

“How old is this thing?” I yelled.
“It’s brand new” he yelled back.
“Where are you taking it? To an army base?” I

screamed.
“It’s meant primarily as an off-road vehicle” he

yelled.
“Maybe we should drive it on the grass between

the lanes so we can talk” I croaked. 
With conversation impossible, I envisioned

hunters in hot pursuit of a herd of antelope, their rifle
scabbards attached to the window pillars as the herd
scattered frantically just ahead. Dust rose from flying
hooves as we tried to get within shooting range. I

by Dan Graves

Misfires & Snags

Quality Parts with “Experience”
www.ebbingautoparts.com

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Friday (E.S.T.)
6090 West U.S. Highway 50

North Vernon, IN 47265

812-346-1323
Fax:  812-346-8259

sales@ebbingautoparts.com

BLUE RIVER ARMS
GUNS, AMMO

BAIT & TACKLE
OPEN

Hunting Supplies • Fishing Pole & Tackle
Trapping Supplies • Live Bait (Seasonal)

DNR Deer & Turkey Check Station • MRE Meals
Tannerite Exploding Targets • Air Soft Rifles

Crossbows • Handguns • Shotguns • Rifles
Muzzleloaders • Ultra-Advantage Dog Food & More
2596 W. Old Franklin Road • Shelbyville, IN 46176

317-392-2627 or 317-771-5600
www.blueriverarms.com

Pelican Canoes, Fishing & Pedal Boats
Hrs: Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 8am-?, Closed Sun

Guns - Muzzleloaders - Ammo - Crossbows - Targets

sales@1shotsports.com

www.1ShotSports.com

BUY    SELL    TRADE
Pistols / Handguns / Rifles / Shotguns
2213 S. Scatterfield Ste. #6, Anderson, IN 46016

Phone: 765-646-9000 / Fax: 765-646-9010
Hrs. M-F 10am-6pm / Sat. 10am-5pm / Closed Sun.

FACE BOOK: 9-GUNS
WEBSITE: www.9-guns.com

E-MAIL: contact@9-guns.com

C&C Webster Store
& Village Post Office

Webster, Indiana
765-962-3293

ANTIQUES & GIFTS
LUNCH MEAT - SOFT DRINKS
GROCERIES - ICE - SNACKS

LIVE BAIT & TACKLE
STAMPS - PRIORITY MAIL BOXES & ENV.

US
 27US 35

WEBSTER RD

MA
IN

 S
T

WEBSTER
STOREN

RICHMOND

FOUNTAIN CITYWILLIAMSBURG PROPANE TANKS
$19.99 + TAX
WITH EXCHANGE

MILROY SHOES
9214 S. State Rd. 3, Milroy, IN 46156
Mon-Thur 8 - 5 / Fri 8 - 6 / Sat 8 - 3 / Closed Sun

(765) 629-2109

Justin    
Double-H • Rocky

Shoe Repair Available

Randy Davis
Owner

DAVIS
TRANSMISSION

765-962-9744
705  North  West  5th  St.

Richmond,  IN  47374
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IF you miss the February event, Spring Mill
State Park will also be having a Civil War
Weekend on June 10-11. This will be a larger bat-
tle with cannons and over 100 soldiers encamped.
For more information on either of these or other
Spring Mill events, contact Coletta Prewitt at
(812) 849-3534 or
springmillstatepark@dnr.IN.gov. The park is
located at 3333 State Road 60 East, Mitchell, IN,
47446. 

On a humorous side note, (except it shows the
state of our school systems), Susie and I were hav-
ing dinner with a friend at a local restaurant. I had
brought with me a small display case of Civil War
items we had found with our metal detectors. A
young waitress came by our table and pointed to
the display. 

“What are those”, she asked.
I replied, “Those are Civil War bullets”.
Her eyes got big and she looked at me and

asked, “Did you fight in that war?”
Of course I said, “Yes, I did”.
Another Indiana “Can’t Miss” event is the Ford

63rd Annual Indianapolis Boat, Sport, & Travel

1800’s. At these locations, they often find old but-
tons which can be identified as coming from sol-
diers uniforms. They seldom find old musket or
Minie balls which were used in that war. Reason?
Not a lot of bullets were fired in Indiana compared
to other states, but the uniforms were worn home
from the War and were continued to be worn by
the soldier in his daily life. Like modern day gar-
ments, they lost buttons. Now, those items fallen
from an old uniform lay in corn and bean fields
where houses used to stand and are found with our
detectors.

But back to Spring Mill State Park. The re-
enactment will be held on February 18-19. The
site will be at the Pioneer Village in the Park from
11:30 AM to 3 PM with a winter tactical battle at
2 PM on both days. Ten minutes prior to the event,
visitors will be directed to viewing areas where
they can safely watch the fight for possession of
the village. Before and after the battle, visitors can
tour the village, visit with the soldiers and take
pictures, and then, warm up by a roaring fire.

The spectacle will have around 50-60 partici-
pants. They will be practicing drills before and
after the skirmish. Some of the groups in atten-
dance will be the 5th KY, 18th Indiana Light
Artillery, the 14th TN, the Breckenridge Grays,
and the 49th IN.  There may also be other groups
in attendance.

A Look at Indiana for Fun Activities
Starting as soon as you read this issue of The

Gad-A-Bout, there are lots of exciting things to do
in the Hoosier State. Winter is almost over (hope-
fully), and it’s time to get outside and enjoy some
of them.

Although most of the Civil War was fought fur-
ther south than the Hoosier State, it still gets cold
there in the winter, especially when you’re sleep-
ing outside every night in rain or snow. To give
you an example of what it might have been like to
handle the hardships of winter while fighting, not
only against the weather, but hundreds of other
guys trying to kill you, Spring Mill is staging a re-
enactment of a Civil War skirmish.

Indiana had some military encampments dur-
ing the Civil War, but few battles. Both sides
passed through here on occasion. Some of these
movements were documented, not only in books
and other publications, but even on roadside mon-
uments. When I was young, many decades ago,
we used to drive past one such marker. It was on
SR 7 going south between North Vernon and
Dupont. The cemetery type headstone had engrav-
ing on it. I still remember what it said.

“General John Morgan’s troops passed here
going south, Saturday, July 11, 1863. Jefferson
County Historical Society.”

Changing topics slightly, I belong to a metal
detector club based in Hartford City. Most of the
members spend their time searching the internet
for old plat maps showing house sites from the

With Rich Creason

Outdoors The battle photos on these two pages are really more of a
skirmish with about 50 to 60 soldiers staying in the Spring
Mill State Park pioneer village.  The battle begins   at 2:00
p.m.on both Saturday and Sunday in the village proper. 
There will be volunteers in most of the buildings and the vil-
lage mercantile will be open. The soldiers will be practicing
drills before the skirmish and both before the fight and
after. They will be available for visitors to talk to and they
will be available for pictures.  
Some of the groups that attend are the 5th Kentucky, 18th
Indiana Light Artillery, the 44th Tennessee, the
Breckenridge Grays, and the 49th Indiana.  We are not
depicting any particular battle. 
This event used to be held at Billy Creek before they
closed and some of the soldiers came to us with a propos-
al of holding it here. We said yes and I must say it was a
good decision, last year we had over 1000 people come to
see the battle on Saturday.    
In June on the 10th and 11th we will be having Civil War
Weekend. During this event we will be having a large  bat-
tle with cannons and over 100 soldiers encamped (actual-
ly it looks like there will be a lot more as interest is grow-
ing). (Photos provided by Coletta Prewitt, Program
Coordinator at Spring Mill State Park)

Battle scenes from the 2016 Spring Mill State Park Civil War Battle (Photos provided by Coletta Prewitt, Program Coordinator at Spring Mill State Park)

Ludco Inc.
formerly Ludco Gun Shop

Same Location Since 1972
• Live Bait & Tackle • Reloading Supplies • Archery

• Muzzleloading & Trapping Supplies • Slings • Gun Clips & Parts
• Gun Stocks • Extra Gun Barrels • Cleaning Supplies

• Pocket Knives • Scopes & Mounts • Bow Fishing Supplies
• White & Garrett Metal Detectors • Plus a lot more

146 W. Washington St., Parker City, IN.
765-468-8136 (shop) 765-730-3084 (cell)

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Wed. and Sun. Closed

(NO GUN OR AMMO SALES)
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Show beginning on February 17 and running
through the 26th. Over 700,000 square feet of
exhibits and features filling six giant buildings
will offer something for everyone. The opening
weekend features the 26th Annual Indiana
Motorcycle Expo, including the Biker’s Showcase
and the Pioneers of Hoosier Motorcycling.

The closing four days of the Show will offer

Archers can try before they buy at the
Manufacturer’s Archery Demo Lanes.

But don’t forget the rest of the 10-day event.
Boats, RV’s, Travel and Tourism, and the 70,000
square foot Tackle Town will give you plenty to
look at. Seven acres of boats and RV’s to buy or
just drool over should be of interest for any out-
door enthusiast.  Outdoor Travel is my second

Battle scenes from the 2016 Spring Mill State Park Civil War Battle

Featuring Solid Oak and Solid Wood
Bedrooms, Dining Rooms, Living Rooms

and Other Household Items
Dutch Craft Bedding Made by Amish

Catnapper Rocker Recliner
6032 Holland Rd., Brookville, IN (White’s Farm - U.S. 52)

Hours:  Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 5:00 pm / Sat 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
CALL:  765-647-4875

“Quality Furniture At Fair Prices”
3 Miles South of Brookville    

SSSSaaaavvvveeee    11110000    --     55550000%%%%    OOOOffff ffff SSSSeeeelllleeeecccctttteeeedddd    IIIItttteeeemmmmssss

NOBLE BOYS FURNITURE

Matt’s Custom Guns
Hours:  Monday - Friday  9 am - 5 pm (Other hours by appointment)

Guns - Ammunition - Scopes - Accessories
Custom Target & Hunting Rifles - Specialize in Reloading Supplies

Gunsmithing - Muzzleloading Guns & Supplies
Authorized Dealer for Freedom Arms, Dakota 

Arms, Nesika,  Kimber, H-S Precision & 
Dillon Precision

3762 N CR 450 E, Connersville, IN 47331
Ph:  765-825-3418

Email:  mattscustomguns@yahoo.com
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E MATT’S CUSTOM
GUNS

Why shop here??  Why shop anywhere else!  We love fishing as much as you do! 
We are here for yyou, and oppen 7 dayys a week

Special orders are always welcome!
Like us on FACEBOOK Gittinjiggywithitbaitandtackle

Need extra bait for an upcoming trip? Call ahead-we also sell in bulk.
Lots of new, unique, and custom stock coming in the spring! Fish On!

4277 E SR 36 (Corner of 36 & Messick Rd) • Mooreland, IN 47360

most popular area. Located in the Travel and
Tourism Pavilion, it boasts events such as the
Alaska Timbermen Lumberjack Show and the K9
X Games in the Sportsmen’s Arena. Also in this
area will be an Axe Throwing Competition where
show visitors can compete.

Of course, Tackle Town is one of the most pop-
ular areas of the entire show. This entire building
is dedicated to all things fishing. All types of fish-
ing gear, tackle, and accessories, guided fishing
trips or charters on big water can be found here.
Watch the seminars at the Hawg Trough, a 4,000
gallon tank full of large fish where top pro anglers
demonstrate proper gear and technique. For more
information on any or all aspects of this great
show, go to indysportshow.com. 

If that’s not enough things for you to do in
February, go to StateParks.IN.gov/3282.htm.
That site will give you a few more choices for this
month. Keep looking, and in March, just a few of
the options available are a 5K run at IN Dunes
State Park, Fly a Kite Workshop at Patoka, a Map
& Compass Workshop at Paynetown, or go on an
Amphibian Outing at Prophetstown. For more
information on Indiana State properties activities,
you can also go to calendar.dnr.IN.gov. 

The author may be reached at
eyewrite4u@aol.com. 

Battle scenes from the 2016 Spring Mill State Park Civil War Battle (Photos provided by Coletta Prewitt, Program Coordinator at Spring Mill State Park)
the 20th Annual Indiana
Deer, Turkey, &
Waterfowl Expo. My
favorite part of the
show, you can talk with
guides and outfitters
from 19 states, nine
Canadian provinces and
eight other countries.
You can book a hunt
here to Africa, Canada,
or Alaska—or just
dream about one! 

Duck and turkey
hunters can get tips on
calling, deer hunters
can view the Hoosier
Record Book Buck
Display and get their
own deer head scored
by official measurer's.
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by Marshall Smith
Gunsmith, NRA Life Member, Retired LEO

Random Notes on Guns

Customizing your
Mosin Nagant rifle

Thought I would bring this up this month as I
have a friend who enjoys buying and customizing
the Mosin Nagant M91/30 7.62x54r.

Shortened Barrel to 20", carbine length.  
Crowned  muzzle with 11° crown to improve
accuracy.  
Stock shortened and sanded smooth with plans to
add a camouflaged paint scheme.  
Mounted an NcStar 2-7X32 Pistol Scope on an
Aim Sports M44/Mosin Nagant 91/30 Short
Scope Mount using Weaver low profile scope
rings.  
Attached a UTG Tactical OP Bipod -
SWAT/Combat Profile with Adjustable Height.  
Aim Sports Mosin Nagant 1-Inch Extended Recoil
Buttpad to replace military stock pad.  
Added a Russian 91/30 M44 Mosin Nagant Rifle
PISTOL GRIP by dey for better control.  
A trigger job to shorten and smooth the trigger
pull and a pillar bedding job is planned.

Many of the readers may think that customizing
and accurizing a military rifle like the Mosin-
Nagant is a waste of time and money. The value of
the customized rifle is not determined by the
amount of money spent to customize the rifle but
by the value of the benefits to the owner/shooter. I
tend to think that the point is not to increase its
value, but to make the gun yours. That is, your
design, your fit, your polish, all goes into the gun
and becomes one with you. There is no price tag
on fitting the gun to your particular (or sometimes
peculiar) requirements. If all you look at when
thinking of a gun is how much you can sell it for
or what it is worth after you do the customizing,
then don't plan on customizing the gun.
Customizing a gun is much like customizing your
car or motorcycle. You're doing it for you and not
anyone else.

The same goes for restoring that old gun in the
closet. Maybe it's one your Dad or Grandfather
handed down to you when you were a young boy
or girl. It's broke, or rusted, or just in poor condi-

Mosin Nagant M91/30 7.62x54r rifle. (Author Photo)
tion. Is it worth restoring? That question is only
good if you are planning on selling the gun. Are
you planning on handing it down to a son or
daughter? Do you want to take it to the shooting
range and plink away like in your youth? Then I'd
say, Yes, it's worth whatever joy you found in it
before, and the joy it may provide to others.

I see a lot of 22s or 410s that were given as first
guns and now are in need of repair or restoration.
Most were inexpensive guns then and not rare
enough to be worth a large sum of money today.
But many were good solid guns with good metal
and walnut or beech stocks. I enjoy restoring those
guns and making them look and feel like new. The
joy I see in the customer's face when the gun is
picked up makes me realize that you can't put a
price on good memories. Do you have an old gun
in the closet? Maybe you should think of restoring
it or just getting it cleaned up and in good shoot-
ing condition again. You might feel the need to
pass it on some day or just have some fun today.

Of course there are a few old, rare, firearms that
are worth considerable sums of money to collec-
tors. Those firearms are pieces of history and
should be considered as museum pieces. Protected
and maintained in as close to original as possible.
Ours and future generations need to know how our
ancestors lived and hunted in earlier times. If you
have a gun that you have customized or restored
and would like me to present it in a future article
contact me at   marshall@marshalljsmith.com .

Remember, Be Safe, Be Aware, Be Responsible

Marshall

Editor’s Note: This is a reprint of one of
Marshalls earlier articles back in 2013.  Due to an
unforseen health issue he wasn’t able to send his
regular article this month. 

WEEKDAYS
9-6

SATURDAY
9-12

15% OFF ALL ATV ACCESSORIES IN STOCK
10% OFF SPECIAL ORDERS

We Service All Major Brands of ATV’s
From Oil Changes to Complete Rebuilds
Hwy 31 S. in Scottsburg, IN.  Just Off I-65

30 Mile. N. of Louisville — 85 Miles S. of INDY.

(812) 752-5466
800-521-5344

www.candtcycles.net

BURRIS
ELECTRIC &

PLUMBING
SUPPLY, INC.

COMPLETE LINE OF 
ELECTRIC & PLUMBING

CUTLER-HAMMER • G.E. SW GEAR
HYDROMATIC • BROAN

TOLL FREE 1-800-998-3576

812-794-2257

812-273-2976

812-522-7401
SEYMOUR

MADISON

110 N. O’BRIEN ST.

1-877-322-7401
2976 SHUN PIKE RD.

1-888-845-2388
199 N. FRONTAGE RD.

SINCE 1980

AUSTIN

• WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF RIFLES, 
SHOTGUNS, HANDGUNS & AR’S

• OUR SHELVES ARE FULL OF AMMO, 
OPTICS & ACCESSORIES

• WE HAVE EVERYTHING FOR YOUR
HUNTING, FISHING & SHOOTING NEEDS

• NOW BUYING GINSENG & YELLOW ROOT

Bush’s Market
Family owned and still growing since 1929
“FRESH PORK • WINTER SEASON”

OPENING DECEMBER 1 TO MID MARCH
Hours: MON-FRI 8 am to 5:30 pm / SAT 8 am to 4 pm

7301 E. 25TH ST., COLUMBUS, IN 47203
(812) 379-9077     (812) 379-9906

Products:    Sausage (Plain & Sage),
Backbone Ribs, Tenderloin, Catfish Loin,
Cubed Tenderloin, Roast with Bone, Roast
Boneless, Sliced Shoulder, Sliced Side,
Headcheese, Cracklins and Mush

SmallmouthPerch

GUIDED CHARTERS ON LAKE ERIE

WALLEYE
April Through October

Fishing the Western and Central Basins 
of Lake Erie-Ohio and Canadian Waters

Three Fully Equipped Boats
Two 32 ft. Blue Hills - 28 ft Bertram

LICENSED GUIDES
SPIN CAST - DRIFT FISH

Boytim Charter Service
Ned Boytim

502 E. Main St., Marblehead, OH 43440
(419) 798-5445

Toll Free 1-877-798-5445
“Over 50 Years Experience”

www.walleye.com/boytim.htm
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by Dr. Fred Philips, DVM

Indiana State
Trappers Association

Time to think of Rendezvous
As it stands, only beaver and otter are open in

Indiana for trapping.  You may hunt fox and coyote
still, but you may no longer trap them.  As of
Feb.1st, 370 otter have been taken and registered of
the possible 600 for the season.  This is a good time
to tan an otter skin for yourself if you catch one.
They are a long way from their high price of sever-
al years ago.

Trapper education (TE) classes will be starting
up soon.  The TE classes in Indiana may be found at
www.PassItOnIndiana.com/.   That web address will
re-direct you to http://www.indianahuntereduca-
tion.com/.   On the right side you will find a link to
the TE Classes that are available and how many
seats are left.  If you do not find what you are look-
ing for, check with Deric Bershok on the www.indi-
anatrappers.org web site.  He is the Indiana State
Trappers Association’s (ISTA) Trapper Education
Coordinator, and may know more about a particular
class or at least who to contact  

The first TE classes that I am aware of are #1:
the Fur Takers of America (FTA) 7b’s TE class   on

April 29th at Hoosier Trappers Supply, 1155 N.
Matthew Rd., Greenwood, IN  46143.  Their phone
is 317.881.3075.  Ask for Justin Jett to get answers
to your questions.     #2: CO Scott Johnson has a TE
class on May 20 – 21, and relies on the FTA and the
ISTA to help put on a TE Class at the Hoosier Youth
Challenge Academy (HYCA) camp located at 8577
E. 300 S. (Hancock County), Carthage, IN  46115.
You can find registration online for these TE
Classes.  There are other TE classes planned for, but
not yet listed.

The first Rendezvous of the year is the FTA
Convention, June 22 – 24th at the Delaware County
4-H Fairgrounds, 200 E. Acers St., Manchester,
IOWA.  52057.   Find more information at www.fur-
takersofamerica.com/convention.html.   Next up is
the National Trappers Association, July 27 – 29th, at
the Winnebago County 4-H Fairgrounds, 500 W. 1st
St., Pecatonica, ILLINOIS.  61063.    Find more
information at www.nationaltrappers.com/conven-
tion.html.  Last, but not least is the ISTA 56th
Convention and Rendezvous, September 15 – 16th,
at the Decatur County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1645 W.
Park Rd., Greensburg, IN  47240.  We are working
on getting some Top Trappers there to share their
information with us.  Bring your membership card
as some of these seminars may be for members only.

Of course, all of these conventions have loads of
tables and tail-gater's just dying to trade with you.  If
you want to get great deals on good experienced
traps, these are the places to go.  I bet Wilbur Cook
will even be at a couple of them and his tent is a
delight in and of itself.  He often gets to cooking too,
and he has never steered anyone wrong about trap-
ping or eating.  Another character is Byron Reichart.
He has a truck full of treasure that he puts out on his
tailgate, literally.  Oh, and the stories that he can tell.
These two make going to Rendezvous worth it all by
themselves.  I hope to see you there.  

Watch your top knot.  Keep your eyes along the
skyline.

Fred “DR” Philips, DVM
Pres. ISTA

Ernest McCleery, Lexington, IN (812-866-4510)

DEALERS
See Their Advertisement in The Gad-a-bout
John’s Gun & Tackle, Red Barn Bait Shop, Scott’s
Ace Hardware & Tolliver’s Hunting & Fishing

TRAPS & MORE

Traps 12/12/36

Squirrel Assist
Skinner

Fish Basket

Easy Transfer Roll Cage
19/22 Sliding Door

DDaallee  HHaarrddyy  SSuupppplliieess
Just 2 Miles North of US 24 on US 35

Logansport,  Indiana
((557744))  775533-66884433

• Houndsmen Dog Boxes • Cajun Lights
• Nite Lites • Hunting & Trapping Supplies

• Diamond Dog Food
• Red Wing Shoes • Carhartts

• Horse Supplies & Tack • Custom Leather

dalehardy_supplies@hotmail.com

Monday - Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-5

Closed Sunday

Hunting, Fishing, Camping,
Guns, Ammo & Accessories

Buy - Sell - Trade
Open Monday thru Saturday - Closed Sunday

Phone: (812) 883-6483
For all your hunting & camping needs stop by the Red Barn

3 1/2 Miles North of Salem on SR 135

Red Barn Bait Shop

Your Local Full Service Butcher Shop

French’s Locker LLC
106 Sycamore Street
Batesville, in 47006

(812) 934-2902
WWW.FRENCHSLOCKER.COM

BBeeeeff,,  PPoorrkk,,  SShheeeepp,,  GGooaatt  &&  DDeeeerr  PPrroocceessssiinngg
LLooccaallllyy  GGrroowwnn  11//44,,  11//22  oorr  WWhhoollee  BBeeeeff

AAvvaaiillaabbllee  11//22  oorr  WWhhoollee  PPoorrkk

TELEPHONE:  (765) 855-1450
TOLL FREE:  1-888-860-8253

EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE

between the two.
http://ksoutdoors.com/Hunting

Iowa
Application Deadline Draw Results

Species Whitetail
June 4th June 24th
Okay, here is the state that I should have said

duh on – more so than Kansas.  Everyone knows
that truly giant whitetails = Iowa.  It can take a few
years to draw a tag here, but when you do, you
know you’ll be hunting the greatest whitetail state
there is.  http://www.iowadnr.gov/

Bonus point only deadlines:
State Species State Deadline
Iowa Whitetail June 4th
Kansas Whitetail April 28th
Wyoming Antelope, deer, elk October 31st

Rocky mtn. bighorn, moose 
Drawing a western big game tag is not always

easy, and sometimes it is depending on what species

Indiana Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

minds are focused towards spring-time activities –
can sometimes be the most difficult part.  If you put
in for multiple draws, it compounds.  

Mark your calendars and obtain all the neces-
sary information to make sure you dot all the I’s
and cross all the T’s to make sure you have the best
chance possible of drawing your dream tag.

you are going after or in
what units, but keeping
track of the dates and
deadlines – especially
during a time when our

president of the Markleville town council. We had a
short conversation about my ideas for a trail running
from Emporia to Markleville, and eventually from
Emporia to Rushville. He seemed very receptive. I
am excited to attend the Town Board meeting on
February the 13th. I plan on conducting much more
research to back my arguments. I am expecting my
next article to be over the progress of the trail.
Already, I have made an online petition, which can
be reached at www.ipetitions.com/petition/orv . I
also hope to form a non-profit organization, talk with
the DOT about a side of road easement, and talk to
some other departments of the DNR. If you have any
comments or questions about the trail system, please
email me at cole_king@icloud.com . I encourage all
Off-Road enthusiasts to sign the petition mentioned
above. It is free and easy, all you need is internet
access and an email address. 

Adventures in Indiana with Cole King
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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MIGHTY MUFFLER
BRAKES • SHOCKS • TIRES

Complete Automotive 
Repair

“No Muff . . . Too Tuff!”
1440 N.W. 5th St., Richmond, IN

Darin Doner, Owner
765-966-6833

Live & Artificial Bait
Open 7 Days at 7 A.M.

Home Processing Supplies
Excellent Sausage & Jerky Seasonings, 

Casings, etc. — “Check us out”
15 W. Grant Street

Knightstown, IN 46148
765-345-2074

Central GASES & SUPPLY, LLC

WELDING GASES & SUPPLIES
260-726-8584

107 W. ROGERS ST. PORTLAND, IN
(BEHIND PONDEROSA)

Visit Fayette County, IN
For The Fun Of It!

by Donna Schroeder
President of Fayette County Tourism Bureau

Building a public building
The following is an excerpt from “The Valley”, a

newspaper published in Connersville on October 4,
1849. It’s rather difficult reading, but it reflects what
happens practically every time a government entity
decides to build a public building.  It also shows that
name calling and outright insults are nothing new.
The article is titled “Our New Courthouse”.

This splendid edifice is now about completed, and
presents decidedly the best appearance of any build-
ing of the kind we have ever seen – except, perhaps,
the Courthouse at Louisville, Ky and at Dayton in
Ohio.  It is our purpose to give, for the information
of our distant readers, a slight description of this
building, and, in doing so, we hope to be able to cor-
rect any erroneous impressions which may have
obtained, either from published falsehoods, or the
reports of busy-bodies and meddlers in reference to
this work.  And to those of our country friends whose
prejudices have been excited against our County
Commissioners for their action in regard to the
building, by a few blundering, unprincipled dema-
gogues and political gamblers and factionists, we
would say, visit the building, examine it carefully for
yourselves, from foundation to dome, and our word
for it, you will be more than convinced that certain
gas-bags have only exploded, without damage to any
other than their own olfactory organs, which, from
habit, have acquired a familiar acquaintance with
the noxious vapors which arise from every little pud-
dle-hole of discontent, jargon or bickering.

Our opinion has frequently been challenged with
regard to the “New Court House”, and we have been
tauntingly asked, even upon the street, whether our
lucid imagination could not conjure up a classic
description of this conglomerated mass of brick, mor-
tar, stone and boards, denominated the seal of Justice!
Well, we want it distinctly understood by these very
ass-tute interrogators and eight-by-ten “embodi-
ments”, that it is not at all in answer to their inquiries
that this article is published – no-sir-ee, but, as before
stated, for the information of those of our country
friends who have not yet seen the superstructure.

The article continues to describe the courtroom,
the jail cells, the vaults, and other amenities within
the building.  Today’s newspapers might print this
kind of article in the editorial page, hopefully, with-
out the insults.  

I’m always amazed at these old newspapers.
Divorces were often filled with every detail of the
marital dispute.  Murders, suicides, and accidental
deaths were treated with the enthusiasm we now see
in tabloids at the grocery store checkout.  If there was
a dispute within a family regarding an estate, every

wish of the dear departed was revealed, including
names of the family members who were arguing
among themselves and who was asking for what part
of the spoils.  

Obituaries looked nothing like the ones of today.
Many described the misery of a bereaved family.
The account of the death of my grandmother’s sister
includes the statement that her sister (my grandmoth-
er) stood weeping at the grave.  Unfortunately, it
doesn’t give the name or age of the deceased.  I had
heard from older family members that the child lived
and died.  From the date of the newspaper, I know
that my grandmother was a little girl, but all the other
details have been lost.  

The obit of my grandfather’s great aunt describes
her in a couple of sentences.  It tells when and where
she was born and the name of her husband.  She lived
to be almost one hundred years old, and the writer uses
the rest of the account to name all the events that she
saw unfold - including rail travel, the Civil War, and
the telegraph, as well as happenings around the world.
I knew quite a bit about the lady, so it was somewhat
disappointing to see a long history lesson instead of the
interesting story of her life.  I had to smile to myself.
Aunt Betsy’s family was appalled because she ran off
one morning to marry her second cousin.  They lived a
long and productive life together, and the family
accepted the marriage, but   I’m sure the author would
have included that juicy tidbit, had he known it.  

I’ve discovered other interesting items lately.
Ancestry.com has recently added birth and death cer-
tificates for the state of Indiana.  My parents were
born in the early 1900’s.  Both depended on family
records to apply for social security without realizing
the state had birth certificates for them.  

You might be wondering why I’ve put all this in a
tourism article.  History is a big part of what Fayette
County offers.  We have a wonderful history depart-
ment at our library.  It has Fayette County and
Indiana resources.  If you’re looking for family his-
tory or general information, it’s a great place to start.
The computer lab offers newspapers from all over
the country.  You need a library card for the comput-
ers, but the printed materials are available to all.  

The courthouse mentioned in the beginning of the
article is a treasure trove of records, too.  Once our
new museum location is in place, we will have a
family history section.  If you’re reading this, you
probably live in Indiana.  Most of our state’s libraries
have a genealogy/history section at your disposal.

My other point is this:  Write down what’s hap-
pening!  Put names on the backs of photos.  Leave a
family history.  I enjoy the research, but many peo-
ple find it too time consuming or confusing.  You can
do your grandchildren a big favor by leaving them a

Indiana room at the Fayette County Public Library
(Author Photo)

record of their heritage.  AND – include the bad with
the good.  With all the resources available today, they
will find out about it eventually!  

Plan to visit us soon!  For a list of all the activi-
ties in Fabulous Fayette County, visit the
www.tourconnersville.com!

Marion’s Greenhouse
4 miles North of 256 on Hwy 3, Deputy, Indiana

812-866-2856/701-2240
Mon-Sat 8 am - 5 pm  Sun 12-4 pm

BULK SEED
EARLY VEGETABLE PLANTS

ONION SETS — SEED POTATOES

RHUBARB - ASPARAGUS - BERRIES

SOILS - MULCHES - FERTILIZER

ALL OF YOUR GARDENING NEEDS!

Pioneer Restaurant
Brookville, Indiana
(Behind the Courthouse)

765-647-7935
• Full Breakfast Menu (Mon - Sat)

• Daily Lunch Specials
• Open Early, Open Late

(Mon - Sat 7am - ? Sun 12 - 12)
• Ice & Carry-out Available

• Where good food, friends & spirits come together
• Steak, Chicken & Seafood

““GGrreeaatt  WWeeeekkeenndd  BBooaatt  &&  BBiikkee  PPaarrkkiinngg””
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“INDOOR SHOOTING & ARCHERY”
Sales & Training

Indoor Shooting and Archery
Best Prices — New & Used

NRA Law Enforcement Instructors
Register for Classes Online
(317) 462-6290

123 N. State St., Greenfield • www.highsmithguns.com

HIGHSMITH GUNS

www.heritagegoodhew.com

SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA’S
LARGEST GUN TRADER!

MIKE MENTZ

812-663-2030

• CASE KNIVES          

• LARGE SELECTION OF CONCEAL 

CARRY GUNS

• TRAP GUNS - 17 HMR RIFLES

• RELOADING COMPONENTS

• HUNTING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES

• NITE LITES 

“SPECIAL ORDERS & LAYAWAYS”

1207 NORTH LINCOLN STREET, GREENSBURG, INDIANA 47240

INDIANA’S LARGEST HENRY RIFLES DEALER

www.gunsandtacklegreensburg.com

police vehicle, and uniforms from different eras.” 
The museum does have a lot of interesting arti-

facts, including motorcycles, cars and guns from
different eras of the state police. The museum is
open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and
every third Saturday each month 12-4 p.m.
Admission is still free, and you can just walk in.
For more information or to schedule a visit for you
and your group, visit our web site at
https://www.in.gov/isp/museum.htm#

Our ISP web site has under Additional
Resources a link to protect yourself from scams;
information on traffic tickets; information on
shoulder patches, as well as road and weather con-
ditions. There is also a link to printable safety
brochures ranging from fireworks laws and safety,
to child seat safety and talking with your kids
about drugs at http://www.in.gov/isp/2375.htm

Under the heading of Related Sites we’ve also
got links to the ISP Lab, the Meth Suppression
Section, the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy
and even ISP CrossFit workouts, among others.

We even have a link to the answers of the most
frequently asked questions of ISP, including
“Which states honor my Indiana Handgun
Permit?” http://iot.custhelp.com/app/answers/
detail/ a_id/ 2191. So before emailing, calling or
visiting your local post to ask a question, check
out our web site.  As you can see chances are very
good you can find the information there that
you’ve been seeking!  

News From The Indiana State Police
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

LAUREL HOTEL
RESTAURANT
200 E. PEARL ST. LOCATED 1 BLOCK OFF SR 121

IN THE QUAINT HISTORICAL TOWN OF LAUREL, IN
• PAN FRIED CHICKEN

• CHAR-BROILED STEAKS
• SEAFOOD & Much More

• Seafood or Country Buffet, Fri. - Sat. 4 - 9 P.M.
• Full Menu, Sunday 11 A.M. - 8 P.M.

MENUS AVAILABLE, ALSO CHILDRENS MENU
FAMILY DINING — LARGE BANQUET ROOM

RESERVATIONS WELCOME 765-698-2912
Closed MON-WED / THU 11am-8pm / FRI & SAT 11am-10pm / SUN 11am-8pm

LESS THAN 10 MINUTES FROM METAMORA

Knightstown Locker, Inc.
MEAT PROCESSING

OOppeenn::    MMoonn,,  WWeedd,,  FFrrii  88-66  
TTuueess  &&  TThhuurr  88-55

SSaatt  88-1122

“Pick up your summer sausage & 
snack sticks at our store.”

8037 South 575 West
Knightstown, IN 46148

(765) 345-2410  (800) 718-6010
www.ktownmeatsandcatering.com

ktownlocker@embarqmail.com

Daniel D. Titus, Owner & Operator

Nobbe at Brookville Lake on June 2, 2012.  
Thanks to Tag I was able to meet Dennis, his wife

Teresa, son Derrick and daughter Maya when they all
spent a day with Sherry and I at Renfro’s Sport Show
in Indianapolis, Indiana, February of 2013. We real-
ly enjoyed that day.  I took lots of photos.  One in
particular was Derrick trying his hand at kayaking in
a shallow pool in the Quiet Sports in the East
Pavilion.  

One day in the not to distant future, we hope to be
able to visit with them again.
44TH ANNUAL SPRING GEM, MINERAL,

JEWELRY, FOSSIL SHOW & SALE
WAYNE CO. FAIRGROUNDS 

RICHMOND, IN MARCH 3-5, 2017
The Eastern Indiana Gem and Geological

Society’s (EIGGS) 44th Annual Spring Gem,
Mineral, Jewelry and Fossil Show will be held at
the Kuhlman Center located on the Wayne County
Fairgrounds on March 6-8, 2015.

The show opens at 10 a.m. Friday & Saturday and
closes at 6 p.m.  On Sunday it opens at 11 a.m. and
closes at 4 p.m.

A Donation is collected at the door, Adults $5.00,
Seniors 60 and older $3.00, Youth ages 7 to 18 $1.00,
Under 7 FREE.  Scouts & Leaders in uniform, Free.

This year they will be holding raffles and will be
giving door prizes out every hour

See their advertisement on Page 4 of this issue.
For information on booths or other for the 44th

Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show contact John
Lamont at 756-647-4894.  For information call 937-
339-1966. 

TREASURES OF THE EARTH 
GEM & JEWELRY SHOW AT THE
INDIANA STATE FAIRGROUNDS

MARCH 31 - APRIL 2, 2017
The 19th Annual Spring Bead, Gem, Mineral and

Jewelry show will be held at the Indianapolis State
Fairgrounds in the Agriculture/Horticulture Building
at 1202 East 38th Street in Indianapolis, Indiana on
March 31, Friday 10 am to 6 pm, April 1, Saturday 10
am to 6 pm and April 2, Sunday 11 am to 5 pm.

Adult admission is $5.00. Tickets are good all
three days. Children under the age of 16 are admitted
FREE. 

Hourly Door Prizes.
Custom work and repairs while you visit, food is

available. This show has a larger building with more
dealers, more choices and more to see and do.

Collectors and jewelry enthusiasts will be able to
find some of the most unique gems and beads from
around the world at this show.

See their advertisement on Page 4 of this issue.
For information contact Van Wimmer, Show

Director - Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry
Shows, 5273 Bradshaw Road Salem, VA 24153
Telephone: (540) 384-6047.

Website: www.toteshows.com/
E-Mail: van@toteshows.com
I HAVE SOME MORE “ATTA BOYS” 

TO THANK THOSE WHO HELPED ME
OUT OF A TIGHT CORNER, OF SORTS

“JOE O’BRIEN  - O’BRIEN COMPUTERS”
On December 20, 2016 I was working on my sub-

scriber mailing on my XP computer when all of a sud-
den my mouse stopped working.  I double checked it
being hooked up to the computer which it was.  I
thought, no problem I have a spare.  I got the spare

Roaming The Outdoors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

and replaced the bad mouse with the new one.  It did-
n’t work either, then I noticed my keyboard light was
out  too. Then I called Joe O’Brien who owns
O’Brien Computers located at 1623 E. Main St. in
Richmond, IN.  I called his number 765-962-0995.
Joe has been fixing my computers for as long as I
have had them, beginning in 1995 I think.  I asked
him if he had time to take a look at my computer, told
him what didn’t work.  Explained I needed it to get
my mailers out. I told him I could bring it to his shop.
He said, No he was going to be out this way.  He
would look at it at my office in Centerville.

A short time later he arrived checked the comput-
er over and said he would need to take it to his shop.
I thanked him and he left for his shop.  

A couple hours later Joe called and said he would
be over shortly, he fixed the computer by replacing
the Mother Board, that same day.  He arrived, hooked
everything up and I was back in business.  He told me
he had found and got rid of 453 malware viruses in
my computer too.  

If you need your computer repaired, I highly rec-
ommend Joe. He is the best computer repair person
I know.  He had a mother board for an XP computer
which is considered a dinosaur these days.  He has
built two computers for me, the latest is a Windows 7
Professional with 16 Gig of Ram in it.  If you have a
computer problem call Joe O’Brien at 765-962-
0995, tell him Ray Dickerson recommended him.
If you get a recording leave a message. He will call
you.  

BEST STOP AUTO CARE 
I dropped off my Gad-a-bout Van at Best Stop Auto

Care located at 2 Salisbury Road in Richmond, IN.
765-935-3849 Monday for a pre-arranged tune-up with
Cody Legear, Mike’s son, to have it serviced on
Tuesday and I wanted to pick it up Tuesday afternoon.
Mike Legear has been keeping my delivery vehicles
running and on the road since the early 90’s including
repair work and towing.  I highly recommend Mike
and Cody, give them a call 765-935-3849.

Cody called me Tuesday afternoon and said I could
pick my van up, so Sherry accompanied me there in
her car.  Arriving Cody told me I had a problem.
When they were rotating the tires that I requested,
Mike found a nail in the front left tire’s side wall.  It
couldn’t be fixed.  I thanked them and headed home.

GREENS FORK ALIGNMENT & SERVICE
After I left Mike’s I knew I needed that tire fixed.

My problem was Thursday I had to go to Brookville,
Connersville and Liberty.  I had an appointment in
Liberty at 1 p.m. I looked at my watch it was 3:30
p.m.  Then I remembered Greens Fork Alignment &
Service, owned by Joe Nocton, was where I bought
my last set of Michelin tires, located at 2441
Centerville Road North, Centerville, IN. 765-855-
2772.  I figured I could just make it there before they
closed.  I pulled into their shop and talked to Sales
Person GW, I told him about the nail in my front left
tire sidewall.  He went outside to look at the tire.  I
asked if he had one like it.  He said, “not in stock.”
Then he added he could have one by 9:30 Thursday
morning.  I told him of my 1 p.m. appointment in
Liberty Thursday.  He told me if the tire got there ear-
lier he would call me.  As he said, he called me a lit-
tle before 9 a.m., Thursday, the tire was there.  I
immediately headed his way.  They had me drive my
van into their building and as quickly and safely as
possible they had me back on the road in time for me
to make it to all my destinations including Liberty on
time.  I highly recommend Greens Fork Alignment
& Service for all your tire needs, give them a call
765-855-2772.  
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A Noblesville family wanted to make a difference.
So when John and Beth Mollet attended a deer and

turkey expo in Indianapolis, they saw their prime oppor-
tunity.

"There was a booth looking for coordinators for the
Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry program," Beth
said. "They didn't have coordinators in the Marion,
Hamilton or Madison counties, so we picked it up and ran
with it since."

FHFH has been in Indiana since 2001, and the Mollets
have been coordinators for Hamilton, Marion, Hancock,
Henry and Madison counties since 2005. The program
provides high-protein, low-fat meats -mostly venison - to
local food kitchens and organizations to help feed those
who are hungry in Hamilton and surrounding counties.

Some of the organizations the Mollets work with
include Wheeler Mission, the Salvation Army and Grace
Community Church.

"We are the go-between with the hunter and the butch-
ers and the butcher and the food pantry, food bank and
soup kitchens," John said. "(As coordinators), we raise
the funds and awareness to the media, and we try to
approach the hunters. If the hunters and farmers don't
know to donate, they don't donate."

Although the organization mainly focuses on venison,
they accept livestock from farmers as well. The hunters
and farmers are able to donate without a cost to them.

"The hunter and farmer pay nothing. We cover the
processing fee," John said. "It usually costs about $70 to
process, package and freeze the meat for about 50 pounds
of meat. Every deer serves about 200 high-protein, low-
fat servings."

During the Eagle Creek Deer Reduction, FHFH used
200 deer to serve 40,000 meals in central Indiana.

The Mollets use Archer's Meats in Fishers, but there
are a variety of butchers that take part in FHFH in
Hamilton County. For hunters looking to donate their
meat, they can visit fhfh.org and find Hamilton County to
search for a list of places to donate to.

Also, the meat stays in the county it is donated to.
"Mildly undernourished children suffer emotional and

physical damage and the impact of hungry children can be
lifelong," Beth said. "We work with other organizations to
do this. We are faith-based and a nonprofit, so we work
with Catholic charities and Christian charities and pantries
to help stamp out hunger in this county. Hamilton County
is one of the wealthiest counties, and people think there
are no hungry people here, but there are."

"This (organization) knows no limits," John said. "It's
a very rewarding ministry."

Beth and John are both strictly volunteers. John owns
Mollet Garage Doors and Beth is a retired nurse. They do
their work with FHFH not for a paycheck, but to help the
community.

"Knowing that we've provided for hungry people is
the most rewarding, children in particular. We both have
a heart for the child and the elderly, and there are a lot of
people out there that don't have food," John said. "Stats
say one in five children go to bed hungry, and feeding
hungry people is the most rewarding thing."

WWee’’ ll ll     TTuurrnn    II tt     IInnttoo    CCaasshh    TTooddaayy!!

A - T & I SERVICE

For all your Agriculture, Lawn & Garden
Automotive, Aluminum & Steel Trailer and 

Service or Parts needs
1414 Wise Road, Cambridge City, IN 47327

PH: 765-478-5917 Website: www.atiservice.com E-mail:  sales@atiservice.com

• Country Clipper
• Honda
• Team Stihl

• Featherlite Trailers
• Diamond C Trailers
• Custom Made 

Hydraulic Lines

by Glenn Kelsey

Connected Afield

FARMERS & HUNTERS FEEDING THE HUNGRY

I took this photo of the Farmers and Hunters Feeding The Hungry booth at Renfro’s Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl Hunting Expo at the
Indiana State Fairgrounds.  They will be set up at the 2017 Hunting Exp again, stop by and talk with them.  See how you can help
feed the hungry.  The need is far greater than the supply.  (Photo by Ray Dickerson)

The Mollets receive some funding, but are always look-
ing for donations and sponsors. To learn more about get-
ting involved or to donate, contact Beth at 765-650-3616.

Reprinted in The Gad-a-bout with permission of John
Mollet, FHFH Coordinators for Hamilton, Marion,
Hancock, Henry and Madison Counties.

Farmers & Hunters Feeding The Hungry
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Complete Auto
Repair
Service

We Sell New & Used Tires
Call for a price quote today

765-488-1470
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS

715 Sim Hodgen Pkwy
Richmond, IN 47374

Website: www.knucklebustersauto.com

Rochester, Indiana, courthouse has Trail of Death marker on
the west side which faces Main Street. The four boulders are
from each of the four states that the Potawatomi crossed on
their way from Indiana to Kansas in 1838.  (Photo provided
by Shirley Willard)

The Potawatomi Trail of Death is
a Regional Historic Trail 

Part 3
By Shirley Willard

Trail of Death Commemorative Caravans
The first Trail of Death Commemorative

Caravan was organized in 1988 to travel the orig-
inal route in cars and campers.  All 24 counties
from Indiana to Kansas were contacted and many
county historical societies chose to participate
with ceremonies, hosting meals, erecting new
markers, or planting evergreen trees. The caravan
members experienced spiritual blessings and
decided to travel again every five years. They
learned about Rose Philippine Duchesne, an elder-
ly nun who went to be a missionary to the
Potawatomi in 1841 and became known as “She
Who Prays Always.” She was canonized as the
first female saint west of the Mississippi in 1988.
The farm land that was St. Mary’s Mission at
Sugar Creek, Kansas, was purchased by local
Catholics and dedicated as St. Philippine
Duchesne Memorial Park in 1988.

In 1993 the caravan was organized again to
travel the Trail of Death. That was the year of the
terrible floods, the worst in over 100 years. The
caravan had to detour to cross the Mississippi
River at Hannibal instead of Quincy, where the
bridge was inaccessible. They had to detour again
to cross the Missouri River on I-70 instead of at
Lexington, Mo. A miracle occurred at the end of
the trail as the caravan wound its way on its last
rainy night on country roads to the St. Philippine
Duchesne Memorial Park. Finding themselves on
a flooded gravel road, they rescued a 77-year-old
Potawatomi man, Paxico Wabaunsee, from the
flooded Sugar Creek. Wabaunsee was sitting on
top of his pick-up truck in the middle of the flood-
ed creek and road, praying to be rescued. The mir-
acle was two-fold. I received word that my moth-
er had died that day, and one Potawatomi said it

was her first miracle when she got to heaven. I
found out years later that the miracle rescue of
Paxico Wabaunsee was more likely from him
praying to Father Petit.

The local Kansas newspapers carried a story
about it the next day, emphasizing the fact that
Wabaunsee’s cousin, Bill Wamego, was in the car-
avan and they had not seen each other since 1929
when they were children.

In 1998 the Trail of Death Commemorated
Caravan organized and traveled again.  They gave
programs at 12 schools, dedicated eight new Trail of
Death historical markers, planted a tree at the end of
the trail at Osawatomie, Kansas, and traveled on to
Haskell Indian Nations University at Lawrence,
Kansas, where Dr George Godfrey was teaching.
We concluded our trip at St. Marys, Kansas, where
a special celebration and parade marked the 150th
anniversary of the arrival of the Jesuits and the
160th anniversary of the Trail of Death. 

The 2003 caravan began September 22, as
always the day after the annual Trail of Courage
Living History Festival by meeting for a special
ceremony at Chief Menominee's statue at 9 a.m.
George Schricker sang the song he wrote about
Chief Menominee while his wife Michele taught
the words in sign language. The group read over
CB radio about the history and from the 1838
diary and what happened at each point as they
traveled. Dagmar Thorpe, granddaughter of Jim
Thorpe, world’s greatest athlete, met the caravan
at Paola, Kansas. Thorpe’s great grandmother was
Mas-saw, a Potawatomi chieftess from Fulton
County, who went west on the Trail of Death. At
the end of the 2003 caravan we dedicated a new
historical marker consisting of five boulders, one
from each state and one from St. Louis where
Father Petit died. Tom Hamilton presented me and
Bill (Shirley and Bill Willard) with special adop-
tion certificates making us honorary Potawatomi,
for our many years of work to preserve
Potawatomi history. I was so thrilled and happy I
was speechless and started to cry. Then everyone
hugged and kissed us. It was a marvelous and spir-
itual ending for the fourth caravan.

The 2008 caravan resulted in dedications of
historical highway signs and meeting Eddie Joe
Mitchell, descendant of Chief We-wis-saw. The
Citizen Potawatomi Nation sent a photographer
with us to record the trip. Sangamon County
Historical Society in Springfield, Illinois, gave us
a plaque. Quincy, Illinois, gave us a key to the
City. Steve Tieken arranged for caravan members
to stay overnight in historic homes in Quincy – it
was fantastic - like Antique Road Show. Another
surprise was the ride on a covered wagon drawn
by mules in Independence, Missouri. The mule
driver was Cherokee and told marvelous stories
about Wild Bill Hickok and others who were there
in the old days. We toured Jackson County (Mo.)
Museum which is the old jail where outlaw Frank
James was held after his surrender. The trip ended
with a traditional feast at Jamison and Raelene
Bear’s home at Lawrence, Kansas.

The 2013 caravan had two firsts – an honor
song at the Rochester courthouse Trail of Death
marker by Navajo and an Indian baby on the car-
avan, Lila Lowery. The group stopped at
Tippecanoe County Museum to see George
Winter’s sketches and Indian paintings. The

National Council of Great Lakes Native American
Culture prepared a feast of native foods at
Lafayette. Caravan members gave programs at
two schools: Madison and Dewitt, Missouri.
Ceremonies were held at two new historical mark-
ers: Heritage Park at Olathe and highway rest area
at Trading Post, Kansas. As always the journey
concluded at St. Philippine Duchesne Memorial
Park, in rural Linn County, marking the 175th
anniversary of the Trail of Death. Kansas
Governor Sam Brownback presented a
Declaration apologizing to the Potawatomi for the
Trail of Death.

Trail of Death Regional Historic Trail
Members of the 1988 caravan decided to get the

Trail of Death declared a National Historic Trail,
but when I applied to the National Park Service, I
was told that the Potawatomi removal was more of
regional interest and that it would cost $200,000
for research. We thought that would be a waste of
tax dollars, since we had already done the
research. So we decided to make it a Regional
Historic Trail. The Indian Awareness Center, a
branch of the Fulton County Historical Society,
took this as a project. I asked the Indiana
Historical Society for their backing. They agreed
and sent John Harris to help. We wrote a resolu-
tion and asked the county historical societies on
the Trail of Death to have their Boards approve it.
We presented these to Senator Tom Weatherwax,
Logansport. He succeeded in getting the Trail of
Death resolution passed by the Indiana legislature
in 1994, assisted by Gary Cook, State
Representative, Plymouth, Indiana.           

We enlisted the help of the state historical soci-
eties of Illinois, Missouri and Kansas, and all the
county historical societies on the Trail of Death
route, and asked them to introduce it to the state
legislatures. The first one to pass it was Missouri
but because they had only one Trail of Death his-
torical marker in Missouri in 1993, they wrote a
resolution encouraging groups to participate in
marking the route. We learned from that how to
word a resolution and that we should write it our-
selves, so for the other states, we did.

The Society of Indian Lore, Danville, Illinois,
asked their State Representative, Duane Noland,
to introduce the Trail of Death resolution to the
Illinois legislature.

The Miami County Historical Society at Paola,
Kansas, got their Senator, Doug Walker,
Osawatomie, Kansas, and Representative George
Teegarden, LaCygne, Kansas, to sponsor the reso-
lution in the Kansas legislature. Both were passed
in 1994.

The Missouri legislature passed the declaration in
1996, having four historical markers by that time.
Thanks to Peggy Kinder, a descendant of Daniel
Bourassa, whose name was the first one on the roll
of the Trail of Death in 1838. Peggy asked Scott
Lakin, State Representative, to sponsor the bill. So
now the Trail of Death is a Regional Historic Trail,
as declared by the four state legislatures.

Our goal was to get a historical marker at each
campsite every 15 to 20 miles. There are now 80
markers on the Trail of Death. This was accom-
plished by 2013.

TO BE CONTINUED IN NEXT ISSUE
Editor’s Note:  Due to the length of Shirley’s story
it will take several issues of The Gad-a-bout to pub-
lish the entire story.  
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Gad’s Corner
Photos sent to The Gad-a-bout for GAD’S CORNER must contain identifying information, date, weight, points, other, experience, etc.  Send a phone number in case I need to contact you.

Send regular size, i.e.  square and horizontal rectangular photos.  Large vertical photos can only be used when I have enough space to use them.  Please identify person with game!!!
Send Photos to:  The Gad-a-bout, 105 E. South St., Centerville, IN 47330 or E-mail .jpg photos to: raythegadabout@gmail.com Questions Call Cell Phone:  765-9960-55767

Kayden Schultz took his first deer, a four point buck on 11-
13-2016.  (Red Barn Bait & Guns Photo, Salem, IN)

Kinsey Spears took this 160 pound, 8 point buck on 11-16-
2016.  (Red Barn Bait & Guns Photo, Salem, IN)

My son took a nice 10 pt. earlier this day from his ladder
stand in Franklin Co. He offered the stand to me, his dad
Glenn Kelsey, and within 1 hour I saw this 9 pt. buck.  I
nailed him with my Remington 870 at 38 paces.  (Glenn
Kelsey Photo)

Opening weekend of Indiana gun Keith took this 10 pt.
whitetail buck.  His .44 mag lever-action Marlin did him right.
This Franklin Co. deer weight was 220 field dressed. Green
score in the 150's  (Glenn Kelsey Photo)

James Shoults IIII,, took this Doe on 11-12-16.  (Red Barn
Bait & Guns Photo, Salem, IN)

The Field Staff at "ConnectedAfield.com" had a fantas-
tic whitetail harvest this past fall. All the guys in this pic
were blessed to score during the 2016 Indiana / Ohio /
Kentucky Deer Season.  From: Left to right:  Mike
Westerbeck Mike Garabey  Glenn "Papa Kels" . Guido
Kelsey  "Duba" Roberts.

Joe Mitchell harvested this huge whitetail beast in Dearborn
Co. Indiana. He put the smack down on his deer with a 450
Bushmaster.  This will score in the 160" range.  (Glenn
Kelsey Photo)

Over 40 Years of Experience
NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS

TO SERVE YOU BETTER
DEER PROCESSING

Processing • 
(812) 866-4710

4251 S. 850 West

Always Custom Processing!

Both in Hanover
www.patespantry.com

VIP CLUB Text PATES to 77948

Pantry • (812) 866-MEAT (6328)
367 W. LaGrange Rd.

John Mollet took this 185 pound, 15 point buck the last day
of the rifle season in 2016 with a 30-06 in Hamilton County
in Indiana.  John and his wife Beth are area coordinators for
Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry (FHFH).  FHFH
has been in Indiana since 2001, and the Mollets have
been coordinators for Hamilton, Marion, Hancock, Henry
and Madison counties since 2005.  The program pro-
vides high-protein, low-fat meats – mostly venison – to
local food kitchens and organizations to help feed those
who are hungry in Hamilton and surrounding counties.
The Mollets work with the hunter and the butchers, the
butcher and the food pantry, the food bank and the soup
kitchens. They raise the funds and awareness to the
media, and they try to approach the hunters.  If the
hunters and farmers don’t know how to donate, they
don’t donate.  It’s John and Beth responsibility to reach
out to the farmers and hunters.  (Photo submitted by
Glenn Kelsey)
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Link up to us at www.INDIANAOUTFITTERS.com
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www.fieldsoutdooradventures.com


